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CHAPTER I. 

< 

.1u;e: jremaiDder of Aniie'^ time at Up* 
percross, comprehending only two day$, 
was spent entirely at the mansion-house,- 
9Lnd she had the satisfaction of knowing 

' herself extremely useful there, both as an 
immediate companion, and as assisting 
in all those arrangements for the future, 
which, in Mr. and Mrs* Musgrove's dis^ 
tressed state of spirits^ would have been 

^ difi^oulties. 

They had an early account from Lyme 
the ne^t morning. Louisa was much 
the same. No symptom3 worse than be^ 

VOL. IV. B 



fore bad appeared* Charles came a few 
hours afterwards, to bring a later and 
more particular account. He was tolera- 
bly cheerful. A speedy cure must not 

r 

be hopfed, but every thing was going on 
as well as the nature of the case admitted. 
In speaking of the Harvilles, he seemed 
unable to satisfy his owii sense of their 
kindness^ especially of Mrs. Harville^s 
-exertions as a nurse. '^ She really left 
tiothing for Mary to do. {jle and Mary 
had been persuaded to go early to their 
ina last night. Mary had been hysterical 
again this morning. When he came 
arway» she was going to walk out with 
Captain Benwick, which, he hoped^ would 
- do her good. He almost wished slie had 
• been prevailed, on to cono^ home the day 
before ; but the truth was, tha^t Mrs. Har- 
ville left nothing for any body to do." 

Charles was to return to Lyme the 
arne afternoon> wd bis father had at first 
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haif a miiicl to go with bim, : but the ladief; 
could not consent. It would be going 

. only to multiply trouble to the others^ 
a&d increase his own distress; and a 
much b^er scheme followed and was 
.aoted upon. A chaise was sent for from 
Crewkberne, and Charles conveyed back 
a &r more useful person in the old nuQ* 
sery-maid of the fstmily, one who having 
brought up all the children^ and seen ihe 
very last, the lingering and long-petted 
master Harry, sent to school after . his 
.brothers, was now living in. her (deserted 
nursery to mend stockings^ and dress 9JIL 
the blains and bruises she could get near 

, her, and who, consequently, was only too 
happy in being allowed to gOtOipd help 

\ nurse dear Miss Louisa. Vague wishejs 
of getting Sarahthither^ had occurred be- 
fore to Mrs. Musgrove and Henrietta; 
t^ut firitbout Anne^ it would hardly have 



been resolved' on, and' found practicable 
:&o soon. ' • • —' 

They were indebted, '.the next <lay, t6 
Charles Hayter for "ail the minute knrotr- 
ledge of Louisa, which it was so essential 
to obtain every twenty-four houi^ ife 
made it bis busii^ess to go to Lyme, and 
liis account was still encouraging. The 
intervals of senise and consciousness were 
believed to be stronger. Every report 
agreed in Captain Wentwortb*8 appear- 
ing fixed in Lyme. 

Anne was • to leave them on the riioN 
row, an event which they all dreaded. 
*« What should they do without her? 
They were wretched comforters for one 
another I'* And so much was said in this 
way, that Anne thought she could not do 
better than impart among them the ge- 
neral inclination to which she was privy^ 
ttid persuade them all to go to Lyme 



soon determined that they woulA go, gb 

l?(i.m#ni6»«\^, ' «x tliems^vefy at the inti, or 

^t ilfto 4G^gi«gs^ aS'itWited, and thet^ 

.^A«ln^l)ilP'^^r Louisa ^conld be moved. 

cThfejr «^4ist> be taking off sobie thyAbfe 

^rom^fte godd »people sHie wiets with ; they 

jftTght at teci^« relieve Mrs. ttaWilte fr^m 

thtej <Jare of her c/iv*i chiWrfetir; and ih 

'fclic*!; th^'were sohstppy ih* the deci^oii, 

"ffi&t Afane was deHghted with what she 

;had done, and feit thisit she could not 

spdnd her last morning at Uppercpods 

*b&tterthan in assisting their prepar^ions, 

and sending them off at an early hdiir, 

l^ugh her being left to the solitary range 

of tbe^ house was thip consequence. 

' -She was the last, excepting the litUe 

-1b6ys at the cottage, she wa&the very last, 

tHe only Fwiaining on^ of all that had 

fiUed^nd animated both h&uses, of all that 

had given Itppercross its cheerful clia- 



racter; A few days h^ maiie ^ diange 
indeed ! 

If Louisa recovered, it would all be 
well again/ More than former happiaess 
would be restored. There conld not be 
a doubt^ to her mind there was none, 
of; what would follow her' recovery; A 
few months hence, and' the no>v-room sp 
deserted, occupied but by her silent, pen- 
sive self, might be filled again with a)l 
that was happy tind gay, all that was 
glowing and bright Jn prosperous lov^ 
all that was most unlike Anne EJIiot! 

An bourns complete leisure for such re- 
flections as. these, on. a dark November 
day, a small thick rain almost blotting 
out the very few objects ever to* be di^ 
certied from the windows, was enough to 
make the sound of Lady Russell's carri^^ 
exceedingly welcome; and^yet, th(Hig^ 
desirous to be gone, she could npt quit 
the mftusioB-housej.pr l^tjkj au,»diepi fp 



Uiefcottagey with ite Uack^f dripptng» 
and comfortless veranda, or even notice 
through the misty gJasses the last humble 
tenements of the village, without a sad- 
dened hidart.— -Scenes had passed in Up- 
'percrbss, which made it precious* It 
stood the record of many sensations of 
paiti, once severe, but now softened ; aqd 
of some instances of relenting feeling, 
•t '80016 breathings of friendship and recon- 
' ciliati^n, which could never be looked 
'-^oragain^ and which could never • cease 
to be dean She left it all behind her; 
all- but the recollection that such things 
had been. 

Anne had never entered Kellynch 
' since her quitting Lady Russell's house, 
^' in September, It had not been neces- 
sary, and the few occasioi^s of its being 
*^ possible for her to go to the hall she had 
* contrived to evade and escape from. Her 
first return, wais to resume her place in the 
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/tQij^T& s^d.elegdnt.iajpAr^QaQiteof ti^ 
h)^, a^nd to jgla4(te» Jtbe e}^e» oanimb- 

tress. ■•■-.. ;/;,.'? 

-' There was ^maGiBW^t^, mK^ irilh 

.^knewiwhoi^d be^niVegueOJbing XTpper* 

'it;rd8s« .BtttJiappily, either AiHH^ 1^1(1^ i{9- 

hpix>yed in ^plumpness: s^nd loo](js> or Lady 

eilu^eil fancied het isq; and Ann^^ ifi Te- 

•eeiring her QOmpliment^s o^rthe. Q<^<mi§m, 

had the amusem^t of 0ont)ecti]ig tl|69n 

with the sil^Yit admitittioti of per coMifa, 

* «nd of hoping that ghe was to l^e 

jbtessed with a second spring of youth 

and beauty. " 

i When f hey came to cofiverse, she was 

-soon sensible of some mental change/ 

The subjects of which her .heart had been 

fiill on leaving Kellyneh» and which. slsie 

\ h4d felt sHghted^ and been compelled to 

smother among th^ Milsgroves; were now 

Become liut of secondary inlerest. ^e 
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t]||id lately, lost . sight> ev^p. of ber £itheir 
9»4 9iitfir and Botb^ Their coooeirns h94 
been sunk uiKler those of Uppercro^^ 
aiid wbeo Lady Russell revert;ied to theip 
former h^fies imd < feirs^ aod i^pc^e be« 
8akis&ctio&: in the^ house Jn CamdeDrplace^ 
which hsd been takep^ and her regret 
tfa^t Mrs. Clay ^houjkl ^till be with t^m, 
Ann$ wovid haxre been ashamed t6 have 
itknpwQ, how much more she was think«^ 
ing. of Lyme^ and Louisa Musgroye, and 
all Jier acsquaintance there; how much 
uaore- interesting to her wa.s the home and 
tiie friead^ip^ of the Harvilles and Cap# 
taiiii Penwijck, Uian her own father's house 
in CajKidea-plp^e, or ber own sister's ititi* 
ViPfiy with Mrs» C^y« She was aqtually^ 
Ibrced to ^xert herself^ to meet L^y 
Russell with any tbiqg like the appetTt**^ 
aQQfi of equal solicitude^ on topics whidb 
bodlby natw*ie the firs claim on her» 
- .There ^sws. a- little awkw-ardnes^ 9ti&t^ 

VOU IV. c 
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in their discourse on another., sul^eot. 
They must speak of the accident at Lyme* 
Lady Russell had not been arrived five 
minutes the day before^ when a full^ac** 
count of the whole had burst on her ; but 
still it must be talked of, she must make 
enquiries, she must regret the imprudence^ 
lament the result, and Captain Went- 
worth's name,must be mentioned by both. 
Anne was conscious of not doing it so 
well as Lady Russell, She could no( 
speak the name, and look straight for- 
ward to Lady Russell's eye, till she h^ad 
adopted the expedient of telling her briefly 
what she thought of the attachment be- 
tween him and Louisa* When this was 
told, his nanile distresjsed her no longi&r. . 
. Lady Russell had only to listen com- 
posedly, and wish them happy ; but iji- 
ternally her heart revelled in angry plea- 
sure, in pleased contempt, that the man 
Wbo at twenty-three had seemed to un- 
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derstand scniewhat of the value of an 
Anne Elliot, i^ould, eight years after- 
wards, ^ foe charmed by a Louisa Mns« 
'grove. 

The first thi'ee or four days passed 
iftost quietly, with no circumstance to 
Inark them excepting .'the receipt of a 
note or two from Lyme, which found 
their way to Anne, she couM not tell hbw, 
^and brought a rather iinproving account 
.of Louisa. At the end of that period. 
Lady Russell's politeness could repose no 
longer, and the fainter self-threatenings 
of the past, became in a decided tone, 
^^ I must call on Mrs; Croft ; I really must 
call upon her soon. Anne, have you 
courage to go with me, and pay a visit in 
that hou^e? It wttl be some trial to us 
both." 

Anne did not shrink from it; on the 
contrary, she truly felt as she said, in ob- 
serving, ^ 

c 2 
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^^ I think you are very likely to su0er 

4he most of the two ; your feelings are 

les& reconciled^ to, the change than mine* 

By remaining in the neighbourhood, I 

am become inur^ to it'' 

' She could have said more on the subu 
ject 3 for she had in fa^t so high an opi« 
nion of the Crofts, and considered her 
father so very fortunate in his tenants^ 
felt the parish to be so sure of a good ex- 
ample, and the poor of the beat attention 
and relief, that however sorry and ashamed 
for the necessity of the removal, she couid 
jiot but in conscience feel that they were 
gone who deserved not to stay, and that 
Keilynch-ball had passed into better hands 
than its owHjers* These convictions must 
unquestionably have their own pain, and 
severe was its kind ; but they precluded 
that pain which Lady Russell wouM suifer 
ijsk entering the house a^ain, and return^ 
Ji^ig through the welUknown apartments* 
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In such moments Anne had no power 
of saying to herself, *' Th^se rooms ought 
to belong only to us. Ob, how fallen in 
their destination ! How unworthily occu- 
pied ! An ancient family to be so driiren 
away ! Strangers filling their place !" No, 
Except when she thought of her mother^ 
and remembered where she had been 
used to sit and preside, she had no sigh 
of that descrip t ion to heave. 

Mrs. Croft always met her with a kind»i 
ness which gave her €he plealsure of fan- 
cying herself a favourite ; and on the pre- 
sent occasion, refceiving fact in that hoiise, 
tiiere was particular attention. 

The sad accident at Lyme was soon 
the prevailing topic ; and on comparing 
their latest accounts . of tb^ invalid^ it 
appeared that each lady dated her intelli- 
gehce fl*om the same hour of yester morn^ 
that Captain WentWorth had been in^ 
KeOynch yesterday-^(the first tfine siBce 
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the accident) had brought Anne the last 
notte, which she had not been able to trace 
the exact, steps of, had staid a few hours 
and then returned again to Lyme — and 
without any present intention of quitting 
it anymore. — He bad enquired after her, 
she found, particularly ;-^had expressed 
his .hope of Miss Elliot's not being the 
worse for her exertions, and had spoken 
of those exertions as great.— This was 
handsome, — ^and gave her more pleasure 
than almost any thing else could have 
done. 

As to the sad catastrophe itself, it could 
be canvassed only in one style by a couple ^ 
of steady, sensible women, whose judg* 
metats had to work on ascertained events i 
and it was perfectly decided tliat it had 
been the consequence of much thought- 
lessness and much imprudence; that its 
effects were most alarming, and that it 
wafi frightfiil to think, how long Missi 
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Mttsgrove*s recovery might yet be doubt-* 
ful^ and how liable she woi>ld still remain 
to suffer from the ccmcussioii hereafter ! — 
The Admiral wound it all up summarily 
by exclaiming, 

" Ay, a very bad business indeed.~A 
new sort of way this, for a young fellow 
to be making love, by breaking his mis- 
tress's head!*-^is not it. Miss Elliot ^-t- 
This is breaking a head and giving a 
plaister truly !" 

Admiral Croft's manners were not quite 
of the tone to suit Lady Russell, but they 
delighted Anne. His goodness of heart 
and simplicity of character were irre- 
sistible. 

** Now, this must be very bad for you,*' 
said he, suddenly rousing from a little 
rev^ie, ^^ to be coining itnd finding us 
here.— I had not recollected it before, I 
deelare, — ^but it must be very bad,-— JBnt 
AOW9 dp not stand upon ceremony.-*G€fc 
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up and go over all the rootiiK in the home 

if you like it,*^ 

- ^^ Another time, Sir, I thank yoa, not 

now/' 

* * Well, whenever it suits yon. — You 
Gai» ^lf;> in firom the Jhrubbery at any 
tiiiie. And there you will find we keep 
our umbrellas, banging up by that door; 
A good place,' is not it ? But'^ (checking 
kiiiisd:f ) '< you * will not think it a good 
place, for yours were always kept in thU 
bi^^r's room. Ay, so it always is, I 
bel^ve. One man's ways ^may be a^ 
good as^another's, but we a)I like our own 
best. ' Attd so- y<m mu&t judge' for y ouN 
self, whether it would be better for you t(^ 
go aboM tb« house or not.** 
' Anne, findiitg she might decline it, ^id 
wry 0?at^lly. 
We have mad^ v6ry hw ^hange9 
iditberl" contiimed the Admiral, aj^iet* 
drivkiog 41 »0«ent '^'V^y hw.^We 
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told you about th^ laaJMlryp4oor5 at Up- 
percross. That has been a verj great; 
inqprovab^nt* The wonder was^ honv any, 
family upon earth eouid bear witli tbe 
inconreaieiice of its opening as it did, m> 
long ! — ^Tou will tell Sr Waltw what w« 
hwe done, and that, Mr. Shepherd thinks 
it the greatest improvement the house 
ever had. Iiideed, I must do ourselves 
the juMice tb say^ that the few alteration^ 
we have made have been all very tnndU 
for the better. My wife should have the 
credit of them, however. I have done very 
little besides sending away some of the 
large iooking^gliusses from my dressing* 
room, which vi^as ybur father's* A very 
good man, and very milch the genttanaii 
tarn sure— but I shoiildthink, Miss Elliot'^ 
(looking with serious reflection) '* T should 
thifik h^ ma6t bef rather a dressy man for 
bis time of Ifife. — Such a number of lp6k<» 

• • • • 

i^giglasses i oh Lord 1 there was no get^ 

cS 
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ting' away from oneself. So I got Sophy 
to lend me a hand, and we soon shifted 
their quarters ; and now I ant quite snckgy 
witfann^y little shaving glass in one corner^ 
md ahoiber great thing that I ne?er goi 
near;'* . /^ ; .' 

'Ann$> amused in spke of herself^ wasi 
rather distressed for an answer, and the 
Admiral, fearing he might not have be^ 
civil enough, took up the subject again^ 
to say, 

i ** The next titoe you write to your 
good father. Miss Elliot, pray give my 
compliments and Mrs. Croft's, and say 
that we are settled here quite to our liking, 
and bave.no fault at allsj^to fitKl with 
the place. The breakfa^room chimney 
Ismokes a little, I grant you, but it is only 
when the wind is due north and Hovfs 
hard> which may not happen three times 
a winter. And take it altogether, now 
that we have been into most of the houses 
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hereabouts and can judge, there is not 
<me that we like better than this. Pray 
49ay SO9 with my conplinneiits. He will 
be glad to hear if 

Lady Russell and Mrs. Croft were v^ry 
well pleased with each other; but the 
apquaintance which this visit begaiii was 
fiBrted not to proceed far at present ; for 
when it was returned^ the Crofts aiv< 
nounced tbemselveis to be. going away for 
a few weeksj to visit their connexions in 
the north of the county, and probably 
might Qot be at home again before Lady 
Russell would be removing to Bal:h« 

So ended all danger to Anne of meet* 
ing Captain Wentworth at Kellynch-hall^ 
or of seeing him in company with h^ 
friend. Every thing was safe enough 
abd she smiled over the many, anxious 
(eelings she had wasted on the subject 
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^ TkbuGtt Chartes and Mkry batf re- 
irtrined atf tymemuchi longer after Bifr. 
«ttd 'iMfhs. Musgrove's going, than Atiiier 
conceived tHey could Have been at* all 
tinted, they were yet the first of the 
fitmiiy to be at^ home again, and as soon 
its possible after their return to Uppef- 
oros§, they drove' ovfer to the lodge.-— 
They bad left Louisa beginning to sit up; 
but her bead; tht>ugh clear, was exceed- 
ittgly weak, ahd her nerves susceptible to 
the highest extreme of tenderness ; arid 
ihough she might be proriotfnced to bie 
afhogether doing verywdl, it was still im- 
possible to say wben she' might be able to 
beartbe removal home ; ^nd her father and 
mother, who must return in time to receive 
their younger children for the Christmas 



hciid^^ys, had hardly a hope of being 
atlbwed' to bring: her with them. 

They haid been all ia lodgings toge^ 
Uler. Mrs. Musgrove had got Mrs. Har^ 
tiHeVchildireii away as much as she' could; 
eifbry possible supply from Uppercrost 
iMdbeen fornished, to iighteii the incon- 
^irienee to the Harvilles, while the Har^ 
tilfos had been wanting them to come to 
^hitler every day ; and in short, it seemed 
to^^hare been only arstruggle on each side 
a to-which should be most disinterested 
and hospitabje. 

Ma(*y had had her evils; but upon the 
^hdle, as was evident by her staying so 
long, she had found more to enjoy .than 
to suffer. -^Charles Hayter had been at 
Lyitfe ofteper than suited her, and when 
they dined with the Haryiiles there had 
been only a maid-servant to wait, and at 
fitM» Mts. Harvillehad always givcrn Mrs. 
Muf grove precedence ^ bot then., «be had 
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ttc^ived so very handsome m apology 
from her on finding out who^.. daughter. 
uhe was; and there had be^fn so mach 
going qn every day ^ there had been- so^ 
inany walks betw^een their lodgings aQ4 
tk» JElarvilles^ and she had got books^ 
fjfom the library and changed them:S4 
often^ that the balance had certainly been 
much in favour of Lyme» She had been 
taken to Charmouth too^ and she hid 
bathed 9 and she had gone to churchy eind 
there were a great many more people, to 
look at in the church at Lyme than at, 
Uppercross, — and all tbis^ joined to the 
sense of being so very usefyl, had made 
really an agreeable fortnight. 
, Anne enquired after Captain Benwick* 
Mary's face was clouded directly. Charles 
laughed. 

. "Oh I Captain Benwick is very well* 
belie ve* but he is a very odd young mra. 
I do not know what be would, be s^t. We 



adced him to coiae iKMne with us for a 
d«j or two ; £harl« juiidiirtodk to gtvci 

bim^iSome «hQOtiag» oad he seemed quite 
delighted, and for my part^'I thought il 
W1I9 all. settled ; frhen behold I on Tt«es« 
di^ night, be made a very awkwae^ 
fort of e:tcu3e f ^^ ha >nekr6r shot'' ^Lod bo 
kad '^ been quite misunderstaod/^-*^aiid 
be bad. promised this and he had promised 
tbat, «^ the eild of it was^ I found, that 
be (Kd not mean to dome. I rappose .he 
wits afraid of finding it dull ; but u|>au 
my word I should have thouglU we were 
lively enough at the Cottage, for such a 
heart-broken man as Captain Benwiok.'^ ; 
. Charles laughed again and said> ^^ Now 
Mafy, you know very well how it really 
Vas.-^It was all your doing/* (turning to 
Annis.) '< He fancied that if he went with 
las, he sliould find you close by ; he fancied 
every body to be living in Uppercross; 
and when h^ discovered that Lady fi^us* 
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0eli lived three miles off, biB heart feiled 
httb^ and he had not tx>ui^ge to congn^ 
Tfaaifc is the fact, upon my honour. Mat^ 
knows it is/* 

But Mary did not give into it very 
gracioudy; vehef^er from not oonsideriiig 
Captain Ben wiok entitled by birth^ and 
sitaation to be in love with an EHiot, or 
from not wanting to believe Anne a 
greater attraction to Uppercross thanL 
herself^ must be left to be' guessedl 
Anne^s good^will) however, was not to be 
l6S0ened by what she heard. She boldly 
acknowledged herself flattered, and coa» 
tinued her enquiries. 

^* Oh \ he talks of you/* cried Charles, 
** in such terms," — Mary interrupted. him, 
^* I declare^ Charles, I never heard hitti 
mention Anne twice all the timi^ I wlb 
there. I declare, Anne^ he never talks ntf 
yonatall/* 

«'No^" admitted Charles^'* I donatksow 
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that he evef does, in a general way-^but 
hoif fever, it is a very clear thmg that he 
admires yon exceedingly. — His head is 
fall of some books that he is reading upon 
your recommendation, and he wants to 
talk to you about them ; he has found ouf 
something or other in one of them which 
be thinks— Ob! I cannot pretend to re* 
member it, but it was something very 
fine-^I overheard him telling Henrietta 
all about it — and then " Miss Elliot**^ 
was spoken of in the highest termsJ— - 
Now Mary, I declare it was so, I heard 
ft myself, and you were in the other roomer 
-^** Elegance, sweetness, beauty," Oh ! 
there was no end of Miss £Hiot's charms.'^ 
** And I toi sure,'* cried Mary warmly, 
'♦ it was very little to his credit, if he did. 
Miss Hairville only died last June^ Such 
3 heer't is very little worth having; is it; 
Lady Russell? I am sure you v^itl' agree 
wiAme.^* " 
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** I must see Captain Benwick before 
I decide/' said Lady Russell^ smiling* 

** And that you are very likely to do 
very soon> I can tell you, ma'am/' said 
Charles. ^^ Though he, had not nerves fot 
coming away with us aqd setting off again 
afterwards to. pay a formal visit here^ he 
will make his way over to Ke^lynch one 
day by himself, you may depend on it* 
I tpld him the distance and the road, 
and I told him of the church's being so 
very well worth seeing, for as he has a 
taste for those sort of things, I thought 
that would be a gQod excuse, and be 
list^ed with all his understanding and 
soul; and I am sure from his manner 
that you will have him calling here soon. 
So, I give you notice, Lady Russell/' 

" Any acquaintance of Anne s will al- 
ways be welcome to me,** was L^dy Rfis-*^ 
seirs )ciad answer. 

^^ Oh! as to being Anne's acquaint- 



ance,' • said Mary, ** I think he is rather 
my acquaintance, for I have been seeing 
him every day this last fortnight/' 
- " Well, as your joint acquaintance, 
t&hen, I shall be very happy to see Cap- 
tain Benwick.'* 

" You will not find any thing very 
agreeable in him, I assure you, ma'am. 
He is one of the dullest young men that 
ever lived. He has walked with me, 
sometimes; from one end of the sands to 
the other, without saying a word. He is^ 
not at all a well-bred young man. I anv 
sure you will not like him.** ' 
t ^ There we diflfer, Mary,** said Arnie. 
" I think Lady Russell would like him. 
I think she would be so much pleased 
with his mind, that sh^ would very soon 
see nd deficiency in his manner." 

<*So do I, Anne,*' said Charles. **I 

1 

am sure Lady Russell would like himb 
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He is just Lady Russeirs sort. Give him 
a book^ and he will read all day long/* 

" Yei?, that he will !'* exclaimed Mary, 
tauntingly. ** He will sit poring over 
his i)ook, and not know when a person 
speaks to him, or when oh^ drops one'a 
scissors, or any thing that happens. Do 
you think Lady Russell would like that?** 

Lady Russell could not help laughing. 
? Upon my word,'* said she, ** I should 
not have supposed that my opinion of 
any one could have admitted of such dif- 
ference of conjecture, steady and matter 
' of fact as I may call myself. I have 
i;eally a curiosity to see the person who 
can give occasion to such directly oppo* 
s^ notions. I wish he may be induced 
1^ call here. And when be does, Mary, 
you may depend upon hearing my opi- 
flicm 5 but I am detfsrmined nK)t to JMi^e 
^m b^re^baiML'^ 
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^^ You will not like him, I will answer 
for it/^ 

Lady Russell began talking of some^ 
thing else* - Mary spoke with animaiioa 
of their meeting with, or rather m!s9ing^ 
Mr. Elliot so extraordinarily. 

. " He is a man/* said Lady Russell^ 
•* whom 1 have no wish to see. His de* 
clining to be on cordial terms with Ihe 
head of his family, has left a very strong 
impression in his disfavour with me/' 

This decision checked Mary's eager* 
ness, and stopped her short in the midst 
of the Elliot countehanqe. 

With regard to Captain Wentwortb, 
though Anne hazarded no enquiries, there 
was voluntary communication sufficient. 
His spirits had been greatly recovering 
lately, ,as might be expected* As Louisa 
improved, he had improved i and he was 
now quite a different creature from wtot 
he had been the first week. He had not 
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si^&a Louisa^ and was so extrcmeljf iear* 
ful of any ill codsequence to her from aA 
inperviBWy that he did not press for H at 
all; and, on the contrary, seemed to 
have a plan of going away for a week to: 
ten days, till her head were stronger 
He had talked of going down to Ply* 
month for a we^k, and wanted to per* 
suade Captain Benwick to go with him 5 
bat, as Charles maintained to the last;- 
Captain Benwick seemed much more dis- 
posed to ride over to Kellynch. 

Tbere>^an be no doubt that Lady Rus- 
sell and Anne were both occasionally 
thinking of Captain Benwick, from this 
time. Lady Russell could not hear the 
door-bell without feeling that it might 
be his herald; nor could Anne return 
from any stroll of solitary indulgence in 
her father's grounds, or any visit of cha- 
rity in the village, witfayout ivondering 
whether she might see him or bear of bim^ 



CJaptaia- l^^wiek came not, dbweven 
He wa» either less disposed for it 4haQ 
Charles had imagined, or he was too 
sliy; and after giving him a week'9 indul-^ 
^nce, Lady Russell determined "him to 
be unworthy of the interest which he had 
been beginning to excite. 

The Mttsgroves came back to receive 
their happy boys and girls from school, 
bringing with them Mrs. Harviik's little 
children, to improve the noise of Unper- 
cross, and lessen that of Lyme. Hen* 
rtetta remained with Louisa ; but all the 
rest of' the family were agsain in their 
Usual quarters. 

Lady Russell and Anne paid their com- 
pliments to them oiice, when Anne could 
noi but feel that TJppercross was already 
quite alive again. Though neither Hen- 
rietta, nor Louisa^ nor Charles Hayter, nor 
Captein Wentworih were there, the room 
pieaeiit«d as strung a contrast as couM 



jbe w#Md, ta the b^t >to(6 sj^ biMi4i«l» 
it in. 

grove wQre the Kttl^ HarviUes^ wbom # Im 
fms 9^uk>u% gtttfding from tl)e tyniMjF 
^ th« two cbi!idr4»3t ftom the Cotteg*^ 
expressly arrived to a^duse them« Qo 
ane su}e was a. table,^ occupied by some 
daa^terii^ girls^ cutting up silk and gold 
p^per; and on tl^ oiher, were tr^mob 
and.trays^ bending under the weight of 
brawn and cold pies, where riotous bay# 
were Adding high revel ; the wliole CMit 
pleted by a roaring Chfistmaa fire» whidi 
seemed determined to be heaid^ m #p«li 
d* all the noiae of the others. Chfudes 
^^ Mary also caii^e in^ of eourse^ dMf ing^ 
their visit; and. Mr. Mmgrove made a 
point of paying his respeets to Lady Ruah 
sd),,and sat down close to her for t^ 
minutes, talking with a. very raised votpe^ 
but^ from the clamou^ of the childraii. tm 



hi» MeB$^ geM^rali^ i« v*ia« It wft» a 

Anne, jtidging Irom her own tempenu 
iliMt^'iWMlii have deem^ sueh a do* 
AMMicci^ottiMtte a bad hstoratiye ^ the 
Mn^ wM^ Lofoisa'^ 'illi^esxs thurt ' have 
so'greMtly shidteii^; bat- Mrs. Mu!srgrQTe» 
wli6 got Akioe ii6ar her on parpose to 
HutnW her most cordially, again and 
again, for all her aMenl ions to them, con« 
«liidi^ a. ishort itecapitiilation of what she 
had suffered herself, by observing^ with 
a bapgjr giancerouad-the room, that after 
all she teid gone through, nothing was so 
Ukefy iO' dd her goocT as^ a little quiet 
oteoiittinesa at home. 
'. Xx]iaiBa was now tacovering apa^e. Her 
mother coold'eiren Uimk of her bemg* 
M» to> join their party at hottia, beibre^ 
ter brothers and mters went to school 
agaifitf The Hftrvittes had promised t^. 
OME^wildi her aed atay at UppercmNSS» 
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wh»pj»vcr shft ; return^; Capt^a W^otri 
worth was gone^ for the, present, to s» 
hm brother m Shropghire. 
. *' I hpp^ I shfiU remembier, in fiitpre,*', 
^\i IMy Ru«8^1, %9^ »ooa a$ thfly.lfeM 

is^fa»At«4 m Ae. aaigrmK? , . ": ftoi; to ^c^ Mit 

ypp^rcroi^ in ifte ChristiQM boUd^yV' 
t Ev^ry body has their .taste in aoisesh a* 
HFf^ a^ ia other matters ; and spunds are 

Ik 

^i($ tnop^cigps, or moist 4isUQs^mg> by 
t^fiv $pTt rait her: than t|i^ir quantityt 
Whfin^Lady Russell, pot Iong< afterwaids^ 
Wd». mt4vmg Bath oa a wet afternoon^ 
^od ^di^iying tbrqugh the long cour^ of 
n^mf^s firQJti tbei.01d Bridge to Camdea*-. 
place^ amidst the dash of .other oaf rkigei^ 
tbei heajify ramible of carts and drays, tiie 
bawlijtig Okf .newsmen^ muffin^men Janii 
Q^lkpmep^aod the ceaseless clinkj of pith 
tbxm, Remade no con^fatint. No^ then. 
MBOre noises which belonged to the wiatea? 
plaaames;: herspirifes rose mndor their £&•» 



ftaebde; -afid, like Mrs. Miisgpotw,- ^^ 
ifiS feeling, thooghMt sayings thitf, ikftef^ 
Itoii^ long in the Wtttitky, ntillnng c<mMI 
he so good for her sa a Ifttle quiet cheer J 
fehessi ■ ** - 

• Aiihe iiid not i^hare tliese fee^ingSL - She? 

r » • • • 

persii^ted in a very determined, thodgU 

• • • ' . • • - 

very silent, di«nclittatf6n for Bath ; canght 
the first dim view of fte extensive bu3d- 
kigs, ' smoking m rain, without any wisftr 
df seeing them better;' feR their pfogress 
through the streets to be, however dis- 
agreeable, yet too rapid; for Who wouM 
be glad to see her when she arrived? An<J 
looked bacS:^ with fond regret, to the 
bustles of tlppercross and the seclusioa 
of Kellyncb. 

' Elizabetii's last letter liad communi- 
cated a piece of news of some mterefst.' 
Mr. Elliot was in Bs^h. He had cat!4i£f 
in Camden-piace ; bad called a second 
time, a third'; had been pointedly atten-' 
tive : if Elizabeth and her father did «ot 

02 
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4^eive theiq^lves^ 1ia4 b^en taking M 
iimt;;h.p£^iiis tg s^^k tbe.acquiMntiintce, 094 
yroQlaim the ys^lue Qf th« comieotipii^ %^ 
b? bad formerly taken pains to shew ne^ 
gleet. This was very wonderful, if it were 
tn^^; and Lady ^ssell was in a state, of 
yery s^greeable cnripsity and. perple»ty 
^bout Mr. ElUot, already recanting the 
sentiment she had so lately, expressed to 
|tfary, of his bein^ ^ a man whom she 
had no wish to tffee/' She had a gre^t 
wish to. see him. If he really sought to 
^pficile himself like a dutiful branchy 
1)6, inost be forgiven for having dismem* 
b(^rpd himself from th^ p^jternal trqe« 

^ . 4^ne was npt animated to an equ^ 
pitch by the circumstance; but she felt 
t|iat sh^ would ratli^r see Mr. Elliot ag^n 
than not, which was more than she eoi^ld 
aay for niany other persons in Bath. 

. ^e was put down in Camden*plape ; 
and Lady Russell then drove to her awn 
lodgings, in Rivers^-street* 
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CHAPTEB nr- 



&» Walter had taken d very*go«d 
• house itk Cinaaeii-place, a lofty, dignified 
sttiiat^on^ snch as becomes a man of con- 
sequence J and both he and Elisabeth 
were settled there, mndi to their satis- 
fectiOTi. 

Ahlie eAter^ it with a sinking heart, 
'anticipating an imprisonmetit of many 
mohths, and adxiously raying to hers(6lf, 
'« Oh t ilrhcli shall I leave' you again P' 
A degree of unexpected cordiality^ how- 
et^r« in the welcon!ie she receiv^^ did 
her good. Her father and sister wete 
giad to see her, &»r the sake Of shewing 

« 

ker the house and furniture, and met her 
with kindness. Her making a fourth, 
whiea they sat ^wn to dinner, wte nci- 
|ifee# «s an advanta&re/ 



Mrs. Cky was very pletsairt, andverj 
smiling; but iier courtesies and smiles 
were more a imMfr ef cpurse. Anne 
had always felt that she would pretend 

I wliat WII4 prober on h^r arHvflli b#; the 
iMf^pWm90^, of Ih^ others wai .fVi4fi»9tod 
for < Tbs3f were e?i4eiitly in e^jeellipit 

. ipiHlKsL. IumI she was fioo^t to listea t^ ihe 

4 

. <ai»se«» Thcg^ Awid ao iadaqfjUcuipi toUsU^n 
to hen After laying out for soqn^ IMift* 

,pUmpotf/«f bei^g deeply ii^rette* in 
their «ld fimgbb0iiri)0oil> whK^ AjMie 

^«9uM not^vyf t^y b^dpnly a ^Ihiat 
'eit^iuMrk^ to »iiM> t>4feife the jlielkiittwA 
.he All tbei^ QiTO, (7|^)ei«ro»: ewited m 
JnterMkp Kellymh ifery hitle^ it w^^nil 

They had the pleasufte <^ assuptag btf 
*^l Beth more than anewered tboneri-* 
.pfetatioos in «¥ery xelpeQk TheU* bcmie 
jf(ii» jwdwbleiily the hesi \n On/ M m 
place j their df9LWi^iffQmmiih0i.tPms^j^ 
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tided admiai^ mW all tUti others which 
fh€y hkdeifhef se<gh or heaird of; abd thd 
stiperioritf iv*s not leM'iti thie style erf' tM 
fittit)g-u{>, or the taite of the famitore; 
Their acquaintance Was eiceeditigly 
1^^ eften Erery body ^m wstnting 
to vi&it ^em. Tbey had drawn bdcR 
frbfti #iany intredcidkidhs^ iind Mill wi^re 
per^tufiHy havirt^ csirds left by peo{)le of 
Wh^m they knew libthing. 

Here, were ftmdd 6f ^enjoyment ! CouM 
Attiie wonder that lier AtAier and srster 
wefe happy? ISbe itiigtii ofOt tvonder^ but 
she fnusft sigh (^at her Ikther should feel 
n^ degradation in hts change ; should se^ 
liottiing to regret in the duties aMi dig- 
nity of the resident land4K>lder; should 
ihid so tmidi to be vaiii^ bf iM this little* 
ft^snes of a town J stud she must sigh^ aftd 
iifiiile, and wonder too^ as Elizabeth threw 
«peii^ the foMhig«4oors, iEtnd walked willt 
4^ettitatibii' froin one ^Aratwiteg-ToMd td 1^ 
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other^ boasting of jtheir space» at the posh 
siliffitjr of that woman, who had beeii 
mistress of Kellynch Hall, finding extent 
to be proud of between two waUs, per* 
haps thirty feet asunder* 

But this was not all which they had to 
make them happy. They bad Mr. £ttiot^ 
too. Anne had a great deal to hear of 
Jdv. Elliot* He was not only pardoned^ 
they were delighted with him. He had 
been in Bath about a fortnight; (he had 
passed through Bath in November, in his 
way to London, when the intelligencf of 
Sir Waker's being settled there had of 
course reached him, though only twenty^* 
four hours in the place, but he had no% 
been able to avail himsdf of it) : but he 
had now been a fortnight in Bath, and 
his first object, on arriving, had been to. 
leave his card in Camdep^place, following 
it up by such assiduious eiKleavour& ta 
meet, and, when they did me^t, by ififj^ 
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to apologize for the past^ such solkntndii 
to be received as a relation agaiii> ^fA 
their former good understanditig wttp 
oompietely re^^estabUsh^d. : . .! { 

They had not a«fiiiittito find in hhhl 

He bwl ex|4ained aivray ail the af^^eanibce 
9f n^edL on his own side^ It had orik 
ginated in n»38{]l|kreheni5ibB jentirely. Hi 
had ne^er had an jdea of throwing hiin^ 
«elf off| he had feared th^t he was thrown 
c^, but knew not why; and delioaoy had 
kept him siieiit. Upon ^e hint of having 
spoken di(Nre$pectfiilly -or carelesa^ of tfae 
family, and the ^family honours, he was 
i^ite indignant He^ who had, ever 
boasted <^ being an Elliot, and whose 
feelings, ,«s to oonnection, were only too 
M;rict to suit the ' nnfenda! tone of the 
present day ! He was astonished, indeed! 
But his character : and general condnct 
loost Tefnte it* i|e cbnid refer Sir W#ler 
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|»>iitt>irihQ tloieif feia f -fliriy ^afrtiMj^:^ tint 

atme^ id tte Jboting of a rehtioo Mil 
beir-presumptivb^ :#ais si .stmng ipibftf^^ 
iM^pnmiisiCNi^tiieJuligQioli n v ^ i^' 

jmr^fiwiiid taitxiniit.^nMifcIi62tcai|ttti 

<h|r liifMolf 3; liui a miry imtimMeMmkA «f 
lrii» 0^ ikhwA Wallifli^ a bif^y Ee8p«^ 
iMe Mnai; ipdiAcUy the ^eiitkH^, (^ 
HOfema W-lodkiBg mao^ Sir WAn added) 
srlKi \«te £iriD^< 4b Tttiy good etyte ap 
JtfiirUiDr««h BtaiUiii^i, sod kod^ # itft 
wn {teticutiir Te^;ptast> beea adwttedip 
llwir ab^ttaiiilaniee Hihem^ Mr*. SUiot> 
littd fMiatiM»d.bn0iar tiro dii«gs,reMsm 
IQ the nnnriage, whdch niade a loatertill 
dMfeteikie in the diserndit of it . . 
: . Cdmiel Waliis had imDura Mr. EHiat 
toae^.1kad:b6e]i «icliac4aaififted idao wMt 
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Iris irtt)9y>' kfcd fi^ffMiAy^^ vaAirsfwid' Hkft 
it lt ^te' stoiy. ^She was «ei«aiifly nrtt A 
woman of family, but well educated, tic^ 

wtiU'lris friMfd^ There Jiftd been tlM 
€tktLtm^ ^nt^ bad tsotigbl ftith. W-kliMit 
HkM iMtraetiOfii, Hot sA fier money Mrcttkl 
iMMFe«M!|]it6A iMiot, ttii44Si¥ Wirfter WM^ 

my fiiie WMfliaiil H«t^ Was ft gY«al ^tl 
tb ^flen tfie bufiinetss; A very Art*! wo* 

blBi! Sir Wsdt^ s^ettied to-acbi»t1fr m 
dompkte af^olo^y^ and €hou^ tiKsabtil 
eould iicK see the eirpiimsftailce il^ ^He 
so Avourablte a tighl^ she lAowed It be^ t 
fMat esttenuatiofi* ' 

ditteii with them (mce| evidently deli^hteft 
by the di^thiction of being asketf, fbr 
iSkky^veno Amrim in general ;d»fighted, 
la* shortr^ Hy eveiy procflT of consmly n»- 
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it&mg on intimate tctms mi CSs m i eii ^ 
plaoe» . •• •'5; 

<^-Aniie*li8|eB6d^ fan* williQot qttilefWiR 
^f stasding it. AllawapcM^ lai^. att».W^ 
«iices;'she kuftw,^ must jbe made ^ tto 
Idea^of those wbo spol^e. Sbe^hcaid iHll 
imd^r amlif l^skmoot. AH tbat Mi&wbNl 
Cfx^mmgwl; or. irMiJoaal m iiip^ progr€f» 
ftf ttieeyecc^dcil^icm might have ne^^ighi 
ba^ in the .language of the ^relator a. WMi 
imffi^^U ^e had the sensation of there 
being aoaau^hing note than iasraediatftyi 
flipeared) in Mr. i^liot's wishing, a^ 
an: inkerral of so manyyeai^, to k& well 
Keomved: by tbeni'^ In % , wpiidly vm^^. 
he bad nothing to gain \ky hiting f^ tf rms 
vith Sir Wafeer>: notfaii^ to ris|:/b3r. a 
Mate of Taiiance. In all pro)t)iabiUly ha 
was already the richer ni the twoi ami 
the KdUyndi estate would jeus surely. be 
Ms . hecea^ a? -^ title. , A s^xvs^ie 
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mUtUimvmfmhy AmM. it be aa object |b 
Ilim ? She could ooly offer one soliMi^iifiS 
it WW, perlwps, tmr Ebnlketh's sake* 
Itln^De might veaUjf ^huve b<ien: & Vking 
fonMrlyv thoi^h coavfuileace and afiw^ 
MiA (bad df ^wn kv^ 'a difftreat way^ and 
;j»(iwt4iat/h« could: afi^cdifo please bint* 
«4^ • be rni^ht niMn ;toi pay .>his mi* 
dtfisse^ to ber. £lia*beth was ^oertiliiily 
fe»y bandsome, witb wetUbred, elegadt 
matinars, and ber cbaracker migbt never 
IMre bee&peiietraiiid by Mr. ElUol, know* 
tegiber bat iapublic^and when veryyoaaig 
bilBSclC How. ber temper and oader^ 
sfkaodisg might bear the investigaticm of 
)lif»j»r«9eiit /keener time of life waa anMber 
copacew, aad ratber;a fearlul one» Moife 
earnestly did sh& wish that be might net 
\fe toanice^ or tOQ o^ftservant^ if JBliadbetb 
wire.hiap^^; aad tfaiat Eliatbetb wM 
difi|^sed tfi believe herself sp^ and tb«f 
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lf» friend Mrs. Oay 'wrt <yM i>iUg <ii g 
eke idea; b(^ii^ appwent by'» glMbt 
or 'tw<) between «beoo» wkite Mtv^llMSl 
ft^tiem visite weretalkeil of. ; -^ *«' 
' ' Aiin6 itiefitiofl^ iW ^KrtpM^ sfa^ hyt 
had o^ him a« Lyntfe, btft WiAodt b^ti^ 
mueli attended ta. **'0li1 yes, ^IvA^,> 
ft had beeti Mr. BHiel^ They «dia^«<M 
toiow- It laigbtbe'hifli, perhftps."^ • Tfe^ 
eoiikl oat Hsteti to hm" descripti<»t of hhiil 
They were detscribkig hhti thetnselyen $ 
ffir Wnlter especiaHy. He did jti^dM 
Mb^ Tery gentlemanlike appe^ratiee, *4»i 
»r of ekgance and fashifm, ' hler gcMldi 
shaped face, his sensible eye, buf, at iUki 
same time, '< must lameiit his bei0g Yery 
anicfa uBder*bting, a defect whii^ tiAe 
leeined'to have increased; aof Mirid'hi^ 
pret^^nd M> say thatten years had not ^ 
tered almost etery featnre for the wofse^* 
Mn £itiot appeated to think that he (9lf 
Walter)^ was lookmg ^actly as he'hted 
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Meiivriita ite^ fiit paitai}'' but Sir 
Wiriter kad "" notfaeey^aUetaretam tto 
mmfBaaant mitirelyy which })mI emiNMrt 
mttedimft. Hb did notnieaii tacomplaii^ 
koar^ver*. Mr. Elliot wm bctitec to teok 
it Abn ODOrt. sell, aiid bt: kad »0 oli§to^ 
tipft tft l»ei«g sMA witfa kirn any wkeww 

JM^«.;£&ix^ and bis firieiidf ia kfarU 
teMUgk Biiddtni98» were, talked of tke 
uMa emikig. ^^ Colonel Wattis^ bad baen 
aa kniitarnt to be ii^oduced to tkem i 
Had Mr. Elkot ao anxioiis that be ahoald 1^ 
And tham was a Mrs* Wallis, at pr^qmi 
aidy known to tfaem by deacripttoo, aa 
^Mswas: in daily expectation of her ooo< 
f^aaoMat; but Mr. Elliot j^ke <tf her as 
ys^BMwt charming woman> <|uita worthy 
af> keijQ^g known ia Camden-place/' «ad 
aa soon as due recovored^ they y^efe to bo 
aopaiatad* Sir Walter thoi^^fat mtic)! of 
llta.. Walks; shewns UNid to be an -et^ 
aipaly freUy woman, beoittifol*' ^^ He 



msike some amends for the m»njr very 
plain faces he was contiimally pufldnig m 
the streets. The worst of Bath wa$> the 
nua^hi^ of its plain women. He did not 
me^n to say tlmt there were no pretljf 
\^onien, but the number 0f the pfaon was 
out of all proportion. He had frequently 
^bserved^ as he .walked, that one hand** 
some face would be followed by ^Uiirty^ 
or five and thirty frights i mid once^ as he 
had stood in a shop in Bond^-street, he had 
counted eighty-seVen women g^ by, one 
9&^ another, without, there being a to* 
lerable face among them. It hac[ been a 
^frpsty morning, to be siire, a sharp ffiott, 
which hardly one woman in a thousand 
Cpuld stand the test o£ But stilly thece* 
certainly were a dreadful multitude of 
ugly women in Bath } and as for the men ! 
tlj^.were infinitely worse. Such scart^ 
crctws Mith^. strfeetn .were full of! It v^na 
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eiMient ti6w little tlie women were used 
to the sight of any thing tolerable, by the 
effect which a man of decent appearance 
produced. He had never walked any 
where arm in arm with Colonel Wallis^ 
(who was a fine military figure, though 
sandy-haired) without ob^rving that 
every ^Omtin^s eye wsls upon him; every 
woman's eye was sure to be^ upon Co^ 
lonel WaUis.'' Modest Sir Waiter ! He 
was not allowed to escape, however. His 
daughter and Mrs. Clay united in hint* 
ittg thatColonel Wallis's companion might 
have as good a figure as Colonel Wattis^ 
and certainly was not sandy*haired. 
* ^ How is Mary k>oking?'' said Sir 
Walter, in the height of his good humpun 
^ The lasl: time I saw her, sl^ haH a red 
note,: but I hope that may not happed 
every day." > 

^^ Oh f no, that must have been quket 
V^cideDtal.. la general she has been in 



riftoe Michaehme.** : ^ / ' t 

'' If I thought jt wqiili} not teoipt her 
to go out IB sharp wip4$, atid grpw coarse^ 
I l^ould. send tier a jiejH^ bataiid peUss^'' 
Anne was ooDfddteriiig : whetiter A^ 
sbc^uld venture to surest that a gowQ^ 
or a cap» ^wM not he liable to aoy suob 
miaufie, mheti a knoek^at the door m^ 
pehded e?ery thiog* ^ '^ A 'kaodc.ietf tk0 
door ! and so late I It wte ten o'clock 
Could it' be Mr. Elliot? They knelwiife 
was to dine in Lansdowa Oesoeat* It 
wias pbsaible tibat he niight stop in. Mb 
way borne, to ask tliem hoikr tfaey tti* 
They could: think of no one else^ Mr& 
Clay decidedly thought it Mr. EUiotfi 
kaoak." Mrs.. Clay, was rigbt4 With: 
all the stake whkb abutkr.aadlbbtrlwy 
could give^ Mr. Elliot was ushei^d ;iiito 
Ibe room* : 
i Ja vas thie eame^ .the vaty saoie «att| 



vM no iUtenmce . but - of dress. Annie 
drew a little back^ while (he t>then5 re« 
eeiiprd hifl compljuvents, and ber sister his 
:«jl^fSipes for caUiag at so miasual ^ 
.heufr> but'^' he coald not be so near with- 
.oi|t mieMng t9 l^now that neither she nor 
,isw frkpd i»d ^Uke^ cold the day b^fon, 
&C«^ 4cc«'' whiah was all as politely d90(^ 
aod aS'jK>KteIy talmi as possibles bfHtii^ 
4nu*1iiiim6 follow theot. Sir Walter talk«fi 
.of to yotfngest daughter i '' }A^. £IU0^ 
mu0t giyei him leame to, present hia» 40:hP 
youngest daughter"-r-(there ibi^s «o p^ 
icwiea Ippr rememberitig Mary) ai^ Aqne^ 
Miiiiiig .aad blusUpg^ very becomingly 
4h^wed to Mr. EUiot the preMy fealwe» 
«rbioh he liad by no means forgotten 
aiid'tMtaakly saw« with amusemdnJL itt ki§ 
iittfe start of sorprlte, thai he had. not 
liwn i«k «U aware of who she w^. He 
looked completely astonished^ bat no* 
«KMie MtOQJshed than pleased ; hU ityei 
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afecrity he wdconied tbe felatfeotii^% 
aHuded to the past> and entreated to be 
received as ati acquaititattce already. He 
uras quite as good4ookityg as be had 'ap^ 
geared at Lymef, hfe coiinteiian<?6-ini- 
proved by i^eakiftg, aiid his n^ii6te 
^ere so exactly whsrt Hiey ought tolfe, 
jBO polished^ so ^B»y;9o pliftitidariy agret^ 
"Hble, that she couldf^compare them in e^ 
^^lence to only oi^ p^rsofi^ maimery. 
^ey were not the sanae^ but t^y were^ 
^rbaps^ eqoaUy good. 

He sat down with tfaem^ and improved 
their conVepsation very nim;h. ThDM 

■ 

«oiiId be no doubt of his being a sen*' 
iibie man. Ten miiiutes were Enough kM 
<3ertify that. His- tone, his expreesiom; 
Irs dioiceof mibjeot, his knowing wheM 
t0. stop, — it was all the operatieii of # 
Musiblei, discerning mind. As soon «i 
ht w^U, he began to trtlk to her «C 
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qwptingtiie pbce^ botMpecudiijr wtotUls; 
to ^eak 0f the ciecamsfaooe of thc4r 
^liftppening to be guests in the same VMk 
at the same tiaie^/to give his pwn roate, 
understand sqmetbiag of bers> and regrets 
tbat he should ha^e lort such an opporto^ 
mty of paying his respects to her. She 
gare him a short accoant of her party, 
and' business, at Lynie», His regret inw 
ereaaed as he listened. He had spent his^ 
whole solitary eveoipg in the room ad* 
joining theirs; had beard voices*^mirtb 
QOPtiOJaally ; thought tbey must be a most 
<Mightful set of peopled—longed to ho 
irHb them ; but certjainly without tb^^ 
smallest suspicion of his /possessing the 
^ ^Imdow of a right, to introduce him9<|lf^ 
Mfitte. bad but adced who the parly were !* 
Tlie name; of Mii^rove would have told' 
yin:enougb. ''Well> it would serve to"" 
(^r« h^im. of; an absurd jpraoifoe o£,^v§it 
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Mkiilf 11 queitidci at «i inby wh^^chnlMl 
IhhI adopl;^ Jwl|eA quite « yootig 
on tike principle of ito bemg my 
Mel to be Ooi^ious. ^ 

< ^^ The notions of a y^m&g aMtn of ow 
or two and twehty,** said lie, ** as to wtiat; 
IS necessary in manners* to make'lthil; 
quite the thing, are more abrav^, I he^ 
UevCj than those of any other set of beings 
fii the world." The folly of the meaas^ 
lihey often employ is only to be eqmlled 
by the folly of what they have m view.^ 

But he must not be addrei^ing iiis re* 
flections to Anne alone; he knew It; he 
was soon diiiitsed again ainoilg the odieri^ 
and it was only at intervals thfiat he cootd^ 
i*etarti to Lyme* 

His enquiries, however, produeed at' 
length an account of the scene' iriie haii 
been engaged in there, soon after kit 
leaving the place. Having alladed to 
' * an accident,'^ be must hear the whole. 
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Wlpirhe questioiied^ Sir Walter and £U« 
z$bcth began to qaestion also ; bat the 
differefic^ iik ikeir uiaifidit of doing it 
could not be unfelt. She could only oom^ 
jiaie^llfr. Elliot to Lady ftiissell, in ibe 

iWgftl'of Teally cOftJprehencting wbat had 

• - . ' * ' . 

passeB; arid in the degree of concern for 

. . - . • • ' 

what she must have suffered in witness* 

ing It. 

- _ , .. 

' Hestktd an hour withtheni. The ele- 
gant little dock on the mantle-piece had 
struck '^ eleven with its silver sounds,"' and 
the watcfanmn was beginning to be heard 
a(l|;atfi$tance telling the same tale, before 
Mir. £ilrot or any of them seemed to feel 
tfai^ he had been there long. 

Amie could not have supposed it pgs- 

'* ' . ' ■ *• 

sible that her first evening in Camden- 

w 

place- could have passed so well! 
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^ There was one, pojinjt .iv|^pb rAmie,^ on 
rfituroiug.to her family, Wj3uld,^y«s bem, 
xnore thank/ul to asciertaiii, even thauMt.^ 
Elliot's being, in love with BUwtbetkj 
which wa3, her father's not being in Jove 
with Mrs, Clay; and^she was Teryifaf 
from easy abput it, when she bad been 
at home a few hours. On going dawn 
to breakfast the next mornings she fiiund 
there had ^ust been a deceit pretenee oa 
the lady's side of meaning to leave tkem^ 
She could imagine Mrs. Clay to ba^ fakJ^ 
that ^! now Miss Anne was cc»ae» abd 
could notsnppose herself at. all wanted j-, 
for Elizabeth was replying^ in a sort. c£, 
whisper, ^^ That must not be any reM{ui» 
.indeed. I assure you I feel it none. She 
is nothing to me, compared with you ^'^ 



9ffld $he WM in full time to heaf her father 
say, *^ My dear Madanii t))is must qot.b^. 
•As yet, you have seen nothing of Bs^h, 
Yon have been here only to be usefoU 
You tniist not run away from us novr. 
You must stay to be acquainted with 
Mrs. WaHis, the beautiful Mrsl Walliis. 
.To your £ne niind, I well know the sight 
ei beauty is a real gratiftcation.'* 
'..He spoke and looked so much in €far- 
nest, that Atine was not surprtsed to see 
jhf rs. Clay stealing a glance at Elizabeth 
and berselfv Her countenance, perhaps, 
might express some watchfulness; but 
the praise of the fine mind did not appear 
to excite a thought in her sister. The 
lady could not but yidd to such jomt 
entreaties, and promise to stay. 
. Ih tbe course of the same morning, 
A/nne and' her; father c-hancing to be alone 
^getber, he began to compliment her oh 
h<nr impfo^ed looks ; hfe tlxHight her ** less 
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4^^:111 hex perspOt to lier > cheeks f .her 
dj^io, ber QQmplexioii, greatly improvedTr^ 
fileftrer^ freslier. Had she been using any 
Hmg in particular?'' «* No, nothii^/' 
!' Merely Gowland/' he supposed. " No^ 
nothing at ail/' ^^ Ha 1 be was sunpntsed 
at that;" and added, " Certainly . you 
eaunot do better than continue as you 
are ; you cannot be better than well ; or 
I should reoommend Gowland, the con« 
atant .use of Oowland, during the spi^ng 
months. : Mr&. Clay has been using it at 
my reoommendafcton, and youjsee what- it 
kas done ifbr ber. Yeu see how it ,has 
carqi^d away her frecldes." 

* If Elizabeth could but have heard tliis I 

> 

Stt^^h personal praise might haventriick 
her, especially as it did^ not appear to 
Anne that the freckles were at all less?, 
en^U But '6V€ry thrng mnst take its 
chance. The evil of the marriage wo0ld 
be tnuehdmumhed, if Elizabeth w^re^aiso 
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W'ttHTry. AVibif hefie?f, she miglit al- 
Wir^s doliimand la %otne with Lady Rai^ 

' Lady RusselPs Composed tnmd dnd po-* 
iite maihners wefre put to sdme trial on 
thiis pointy in her intercourse in Camden- 
f<lace. The sight of Mrs. Clay in such 
fevour^ and of Anne so overlooked, was 
a' peri)etual provocation to' her] there i 
tttd vefxed her as much when &he waib 
^way^ as a person in Bath who drinks 
die water, gets all the new publicationK; 
Hti& has a very large ati^quaintance, has 
tfrafcf vo lie ttexed. 

/ As Mr. Elliot became kn^wn to her; 
iShe'gt^w more charitable, dt moreindif* 
tiftetit, toward? the others. His hiintiers 
were an imkiiediate recommendation; and 
<in*^ conversing with him she found th6 
wUd ii6 fully doppofrting the supei'ficial,' 
¥k^ 'She- was at first, as she told Anne, 
almost ready to e^cciaim, *« Can thisl>e 

£2 
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Mr. Elliot ?'' and could not serioudy pic? 
ture to herself a more agreeable or estH 
mable man. Every thing united in bim^ 
good understanding, correct opinions, 
knowledge of the world, and a warn) 
heart. He had strong feelings of family? 
attachment and family-honour, without 
pride or weakness; he 4ived with the lib^* 
rality of a man of fortune, without dis- 
play ; he judged for himself in every 
thing essential, without defying public 
opinion in any point of worldly decorum. 
He was steady, observant, moderate, can- 
did ; never run away with by spirits or 
by selfishness, which fancied itself strong 
feeling; and yet, with a sensibility to 
,w()at was amiable and lovi^ly^ and a valuie 
for all the felicities of domestic life, whtch 
x;baracters of fancied enthusiasm and vio* 
lent agitation seldom really possess. . She 
was sure that he had not been happy in 
marriage. Colonel Wallis said it^ wd 
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Lady Russell saw it; but it had been no 
nnhappiness to sour bis mind, nor (she 
began pretty soon to suspect) to prevent 
his thinking of a second choice. Her 

- • 

satisfaction in Mr. Elliot outweighed all 
the plague of Mrs. Clay. 

It was now some years since Anne had 
begun to learn that she and her excellent 
friend could sometimes think differently; 
and it did not surprise her, therefore, that 
Lady Russell should see nothing suspi-* 
cious or inconsistent, nothing to require^ 
more motives than appeared, in Mr. El- 
liot's great desire of a reconciliation. In 
Lady Russell's view, it was perfectly na- 
tural that Mr. Elliot, at a mature time 
ef life, should feel it a most desirable 
object, and what would very genierally 

» r 

recommend him, among all sensible 
peopfle, to be on good terms with the 
head of his family ; the simplest process 
ki tfa6 world of time upon a head na« 
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tuniJUy dearxand qidy; errJDg in tfa« fteyli&jf 
of yoatb. Amc,V(^WV(^4a.Um9^UiHM 
to isoule a,bopi Uj...Mi4i at Ia^ty (p>0)«»tkM» 

and looked, and mad? ofliy f t>i w. CftrtfoMMfe 
reply: " Elizabeth t V^^ wellK Timft 
will iexpWii;* ' , 

It was. a. r^e^ence; to thie fatuce> whici) 
Aiwe> aft^ : a. IHtle obaervatioiH feijt sl^c^ 
mitst suhout: to^ < She could, . deteipiMW 
uotbiug at preset* In that houaev^i^at 
b«th loust be first j and she was in tb^ 
babit of sucb general observaace u» 
*,' Miss EUiqt^V that wy partiwlarjtj of 
attei;U;ion seemed. al{noistia^>gs$ibie. .Mi^ 
EUi^t, U>Py, it .must be revoernhp^e^, ; hafl 
»ot beei» a widower sevea iiiov^b$^ . A 
litt]^ delay on, hia side migM; be vecy t:tn 
Gusable* In foot, Anne c^uld a^ver jse<^ 
Ibf crapie loxm^ Hi& bat^ without i^ario^ 
Ib^l, ^die was :ti)9 iiO^xf u^b}^ aae» in aln 
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tilicmgh'bU; i9Wfj«ige had; not been ' very! 
lappy^ still ii had existed so many years> 
tbat she could not comprelMad a Tery> 
rapid reeovery from^ the awful imj^ssionr 
ef its being dt«soIved# 
Hoivever it might end, he wasT witbeut/ 

any question their Ideasanlest 'acqimiht^ 

• < 

ance lA Bath ; she saw nobody equal to^ 
him ; a,nd it waft a great indulgence no# 
»nd then to talk to him about Lymfy 
which he seemed to have as lively a wish 
t# £iee again, and to see more 6^ as her-^ 
self. They went through the particnlara 
of their first meetihg a great many times. 
lie gave her to understand that he had 
loefced ii her with some leaiaestnessi: 
She knew it well; dnd she remeibbere«i 
anotbei? personfs look al$d» 

They did not always, thmk alike. Hisr 
value, for rank and connexion ishe peiNo 
ceived ^ to be greater than hers^ It W4a 
»ot tnerftly; compl«saiice»: it must be a 
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liki^Bg to the cause, which misdt tntn 
enter warmly into her father and sister's 
solicitudes on a subject which she ttiOught 
unworthy to excite them* The Bath pa-^ 
per one morning announced the artivaV 
of » the Dowager Viscountess Dairy m pie, 
and her daughter, the Honourable Miss 
Carteret 5 and all the comfort of No. — -^ 
Camden-place, was swept away for manjr 
days; Tor the Dalrymples (in Anne's opi- 
nion, most unfortunately) were cousins 
of the Efliots ^ and the agony was, bow 
to introduce themselves properly. 

Anne- had never seen her father and 
sister before in contact with nobility,* 
and she must acknowledge herself disap« 
pointed. She had hoped better things- 
from their high ideas of their own situa- 
tion in llfe^ and was reduced to form a 
wish which she had never foreseen — it 
wish that they had more pride ; for ^ our 
cousins Lady Dalrympk and Miss Gar- 
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teret;^' '' our cpusiii9> the DalrjmpIes^'V 
sciuiided in ber ears all day long* 
. Sir Walter had once been in compaaj 
with the late Viscounty bat had. never 

a 

spen any of the rest of the family, and the 
difficulties of the case arose from there, 
having been a suspension of all inter-, 
course by letters of ceremony, ever sinqe . 
the death of that said late Viscount, 
when, in consequence of a dangerous ill- 
ness of Sir Walter's at the same time, 
there had been an unlucky omission at 
Kellynch. No letter of condolence had 
been sent to Ireland. The neglect had 
been visited on the head of the sinner, 
for. when poor Lady Elliot died herself, 
no letter of condolence was received at 
Kellynch, and, consequently, there was 
but too much reason to apprehend that 
the Dalrymples considered the relation* 
ship as closed. How to have this anxious 
business set to rights, and be admitted as 

e5 



was a que^ion "^btcib^ }n a moFe rat icttia)^ 
mali^r^ iiekfcer Lady lEtosseK nw Mr^ 
EHfot thaaght tihiitiportant. " F*aaiU:^ 
conneKio(i§ were always worth preserv-^ 
itig, good company always worlh seek^ 
ing; Lady Dairy mpJe bad taken a hou9^, 
for three montiis, in Laura-place, arict 
would be living in style. She had beeif»* 
at Bath the year before, and Lady Rjissell 
had beard hep spoken of a« a charming^ 
woman* It was very desirable that' the 
connexion shooM be*renewed, if it could 
be done, without any compromise of pro- 
priety on the side of the Etliots/* 

Sir Walter, however, would cboos6 hl9 
own means, and at last wrote a very fine 
letter of arnple explanation, regret and 
entreaty, to his rig:ht honourable cousin. 
Nieither Lady Russell nor Mr. Elliot 
couM adnriro the letter 3 but it dia altthtat 
WHS wanted, in bringing three linet t)f' 
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acrmr] Irqw Afr XktwagOT Viacottnteiiii 
^ She wttd rerjrmach hoiMiired, attd fthouI4 
be happy in their acquaintance/' The 
toils of the basiness vmte over, the sweets 
began. They Yisited in Lauraff^laee^ 
tbey had the cards^ of Downg^ Vism 
GOflintess Dalrjrmpla, and the Hdn. Miss 
Carteret, to be arranged wherever fcbey 
might be most visible; and ^' Oar oousitu 
ill Laura-plaese/' — ^^ Out cousina, L^dy 
Dalrymple and Mtss^ Carteret/' were 
talked of to every body. 
, Anne was ashamed. Had Lady DaK 
rymple and her daughter even been yery 
agreeable, she wonld HiiU have been 
ashamed of the agitation^ they created; 
but they were nQthin<g« Ttmre was no 
superiority . of manner, accpmpHshmettt^ 
or understanding. Lady Dalrymple bad 
acquired the name of ^^ a charming wo* 
man/' because, she had a smlei andt a 
ftivil answer for every body. : Miss Car^ 
teret^ with still Im^ to aay^ waa ao plaia 



to 

dM» bev^fwHi to be i;«l«(«drto tbcaa» i-A 

t 

•«4bei^ feopUectiDg: bf rself^ ^kud not wi£^ 
ingto. ba a^sweoed, she added, ^'Iq^H 
Miinlj .do:tbmk»th^e bag been by far tqq 

SMJd^ tr^MftbJe tak0ll > to prOCUt^e th%\:BCn 

qiiauil;ance«, . I suppose : (amHiiig) I hai 4 
{noreprida thaa any ofyaii; butlQ&m 
£963Jt:idoes Tejcxoe^jkbat.we sliottld be so 
solicitous to bave the. celatiofi»hipad(DoiH-» 
\^S^9 whicb wa may «bei y^esy suri^ Jfl » 
tnaltdr /of perfect indifference, .to them. " < 
,:, '^Paiklon me, my.dearcoiifjin>.yottare 
ui\}Udtu to your own elaima» In London; 
perbap0»| in your, present jfuiet styie of 
llvmgy it .migbt.he as you say.; butia 
Batbi Sic Waller Elliot and . his. fimiily will 
alwi^ be worth knawingi always «ao» 
ceptable a& acquaintance.!' < i 

'* WeU/' said Anne, ** I certain^ am 
proud^ too proud to enjoy a weteonii? 
which depends so entirely upon place^'' . 
" *\I iJQve your indignation,"^ said he; 
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<^ it'-^ v^i^y 'n0Ul^aI. Bat* hera ydu «ve^ 
in BaVh, and the oi>j6(}fc is to Ic' ests^ 
blisfa^ bere with, all t1>e credit and ^19* 
nity ivhicb ought to belong to Sir T^ter 
EHioti. You talk of being proudj I am 
i^aHed proud I know^ and I shall not wisll 
to believe myself otherwise, for OttrpTide» 
if investigated, would have the same ob* 
jecty I have no doubt, though the kind 
may seem a little different. In one point, 
I am sure, my dear cousin, (he continued, 
speaking lower, though there was no one 
else in the room) in one point, I am 
sure, we must feel alike. We must feel 
that every addition to your father's so* 
ciety, among his equals or superiors, 
may be of use in diverting his thoughts 
from those who are beneath him. 

He looked, as he spoke, to the seat 
which Mrs. Clay had been lately occu- 
pying, a sufficient explanation of what, 
he particularly meant ; and though Anne 
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could not believe in their haying the same* 
sort of pride, she was pleased with him., 
for not liking Mrg. Clay 5 and her con-, 
scieiQCe adoiitted that his wishing to pro«: 
niote her father's getting great acquaint*^ 
ance, was more than excusable in the. 
view of defeating her. 
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CHAPTER V. 

While Sir Walter and Elizabeth were 
assiduously pushing their good fortune ixi 
Laura-place, Anne was renewing an ac- 
quaintance of a very different description. 

She had called on her former governess^ 
and had heard from her of there being an 
old school-fellow in Bath^ who had the 
two strong claims on her attention, of 
past kindness and presenjt suffering. Miss 
Hamilton, now Mrs. Smith, had shewn 
her kindness in one of those periods of 
her life when it had been most valuable. 
Anne had gone unhappy to school, griev* 
ing for the loss of a mother whom she 
had dearly loved, finding her separation 
from home, and suffering as a girl of four- 
teen, of strong sensibility and not high 
spirits, ipust suffer at such a time; and 
Mi$s Hamilton, three years older than 



herself, but still from the want of near 
relations and a settled homtt, remaining 
another year at school, had been useful 
and' good to her in a way which had: con- 
sideraiWy lessened her misery, and couhf 
nerer be remembered with indifference.^ ' 
Miss Hamilton had left school, had! 
married not long afterwards,"was said* to 

.■■X 

have married a man of fortune^ and thiS 
was all that Anne had* known of herj^ tflf 
b6 w that their govemess-s account brought 
her situation forward in a more decided 
but very different fomr. ' 
• She was a widow, and poon Her hus- 
band had been extravagant*; and at his 
death, about two years- before^ had left 
his'aflairs dreadfMly involved. She had 
had difficulties of every sort to contend 
with', and in addition to these distresses^ 
had been afflicted with a severe rheumatic 
fetcr; which finally settling in her legs^ 
had made her for the present a cripple; 



1 



74 

She had cotne to. Batbonthqifc aceouatw 
miai was no^? in lodgings sear the .h6t«* 
bafchs^ Uvii^g^n a very bumbie way> uiiiible 
eveDilo afford l;r;er8iel£ the comfort of a 
sersKtBlr, and oi course < alnvost exchided 
from Mciety.. . ' 
. Thw mutual friend , answered &jr the 
latii&ctioa which a v^isk from Miss EUiob 
woaid give -Mrs* Snit^^ and Anne; there<^ 
fow foist no ;linie in going.. i%e ihen^ 
turned nothing of what j^e had h«ird» or 
what she iirtea^ded^ al: home. It would 
excife no . profier intereat lliere, ' She 
on]^ co»^t^ Lady RmsseH, who entered 
tboroiigiyLy into, her sehtime&to» and wat 
nioet happy to coavey her as neac ta 
Mrs. Sinithfs lodgings in We$t;^e'^buiklH 
ing9j aa Anne ^ehosjs to he ialBeB« ^ ; 
Thetisit was paid^' their aoq[naintaiiee 
re-estahlished» their interest m each <Aheii 
mor^ than re-kindted^ The iirsti Uxk 
mmvA^ bad its awkwatdnefs and its aiooH 
tion^ Twielveyears were gone sihoe thej^ 
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Ijad pafted,and each presdnted zsdmevrhai 
different person from what the other had 
imaging. Twelre years had changed 
Anne from the* blooming, silent^ unformed 
girl of fifteen, to the elegaint little womatt 
of seven and twenty, with every beauty, 
excepting bloom, .and with manners as 
consoiously right as they were invariably 
gentle;' and twelve years had transfonoMd 
the fine^^looking, welUgrown Miss Hamil^ 
ton, in all the ^ow of health and con<< 
fideoce.of superiorityrinto a poor, infirmi 
bdpless widow^ receiiring l^evisit of her 
former protege^ as a favour ; but all that 
was uncomfortable in the meeting had 
9000 passed away, and left only the inte^ 
restinjg charm of remembering formM 
partialities and talking over old times« 

Anne found in Mrs. Smith the good 
sense and agreeable manners which she 
had almost ventured to depend on^ and 
a dtsposiiion ta converse and be eh^eirfiil 
beyond her expectation . Neither the dis» 
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Bipations of the past^^fluidshe had lived 
very much in the world, nor the restric* 
tions of the present ; neither sickness nor 
sorrow seemed to have closed her heart or 
ruined her spirits. . 

- In the course of a second visit sh9 
talked with great openness, and Aniie^s" 
astonishment increased. She could sci^rcely 
ii»agine a more cheerlesis situation in 
itself than Mrs. Smith's. She had be^ti 
vevy fond of her hasband,-*-she had buried 
|iim. She had been used to affluence,^-^ 
it w^s gope. *She had no child to* coti* 
' nect her with life and happiness again/no 
relations to assist in the arrangement of 
perplexed affairs, no health to make all 
ihe rest supportable. Her accommoda- 
tions were limited to a noisy parlour, and 
a dark bed-room behind, with no possi* 
bility of moving from^'one to the other 
without assist;ance, which there was only 
one servant in tlie bouse to afford, and 
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Ibe Ii6ver qtiitted ihe house bdt to he^GOft* 
veyed into the wslrtfn batb.-*-Yet, ia apite 
^ all tbis^ Anne had reaeson to brieve 
Ihat she had momentii only of langaor 
and depression, to hours . of opccbpalifoa 
mid ^njoymenk . How could it be? — 
She watched— *observed«^refl6cted^*H4hd 
fiddly determined libot this was not a case 
of fortitude or of resignation only.-^^-A 
subitiissive spirit tnigbt . be patient^ a 
Mrong understanding would kipplyreso>- 
lotion^ but here was sbiliething.more; 
here was that elasticity of mind, tbatdis» 
position to be coihforted, that power of 
turning readily from evil to good, and of 
finding empldymetat which carried her 
out of herself^ which was from Nature 
tdone* It was the choic^t gift of Heaven $ 
and Amie viewed her friend as one o^ 
those instances iH which> by a nerdful 
a{ipoinUnent, it seems designed to oona^ 
terbalance almost crery other want. 
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Tbcte bad been a iime^ Mr 8« Smith tol4 
her, when her spirits had nearly failed^ 
She -could' n<M; codl herself an invalid. naW| 
cmnpared with her state on first reaching 
Bath. Then, 'she had indeed been »a piti* 
able object«-^fbr ihe; had caught cold o^ 
the journ^^and bad;liardly taken posses* 
sion of lier lodgings^ before she was again 
CQiifined to her bed, and suffering under 
tevef^ and constant pain $ and all this 
among strangers-^Mvith the absolute n'e* 
tsessity of haying a regular "nurse, and 
finances at^that moment particularly unfit 
t«> meet any extraordinary expense* She 
had weathered it however, and could truly 
aay that it had done her good^ - It had 
increased her comforts by making her feel 
herself to be in good hands. She had 
seen too much of the world, to expect 
sudden or disinterested attachment, any 
where^ but. her illness had proved to her 
that her landlady had a character to pr^-* 
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ttcrre^ «nd would not use hec^ i ^mA^i^ 
hudr been particularly fortonsite in iMf 
nurse, as a sister of her landlady, a nufm 
by profession, and who had alwaj^s a hotn$ 
in that house when unemployed^ chanced 
to be at libeKy just in time to attend her, 
*^'*^ And she/* said Mrs. Sitiith, "be^dw 
nursing me most admirably, has i%t#f 
proved. an invaluable acqoaintance.-^^lA^ 
soon as I couM use my hands, she thtf^ 
me to knit, which has been a.great amifse* 
ment ; and she put nie in the way ^ 
nmking these little thfead^cases, pin^i^ 
cushions and card-rackis, which yotl'-al'* 
ways find me so busy about, and which 
supply me with the means of doing a little 
good to one or two very poor families in 
this neighbourhood. She has a large rfe» 
quaintance,ofeourseprofessionally»aniPGftFig 
those who can afford to buy, ai>d sbe<K^ 
poses of my merchandize; Slie aVwaj-s 
takes the right time for applying. Every 
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pody's t^trt is open, you: lojtow, wlAn 

tbey have recently escaped from severe 

fftain, or are recovering the blesung of 

}ieakb, and nurse Rooke thoroughly no* 

^erstaiids when to speak. She is a shrew4» 

iatelligent, sensible woman. Hers is a 

-Jine for seeing human nature; and she 

^biM a fund of good sense and observattoo 

r!fhicb> a0 a cofnpaaion, make her inii- 

-f^e\y superior to thousands of those who 

«^apring only received ^' the best education 

in tbe.world,*' knownothing worth attend* 

,i»gtQ. Call it gossip if you will; but 

:f[k^n nurse Ropke has half an hour^ 

^leisure to bestow on me^ she is sure to 

^^ave spmething to relate that is enter- 

,taining and profitable, something that 

uptakes one know one'a species better. 

One likes to hear what is going op, to be 

MVfoit as to the newest modes of b^ng 

trifl^Og 9rud silly. To me, who live so 

VOL. IV. F 



tnuch alone, her cotivarsation i assilreyoii 
'rs «i treat." 

Anne, far froiti wiping to caVtt at tht 
•pleasure, replied, "I cah easily bettere it 
'Women of that class have great oppor^ 
tutiiries, and if tliey ^re krt^Ufgent triny 
be well worth listening to. Soi^h i^afietMl 
^df hufnf an nat u rie as they are i n ^ the 4)abil 
Off witnessing! And it is nM 'yak^^y IH 
its foUies, that they are well relad^ iM 
'they see it occasionally under evety oilw 
'cmnstance that can be most interesting 
^or aflfecting. What instances ^nu^t pass 
• before them of ardeiH, dismtefeStedy iS*MP- 
'defying attachment, df faerotim, fortttadet 
-patience, resignation— <>f all the cotf0ic»s 
and aill the Sacrifices that ennoble tits mo4it^ 
31 isick chaniber may *o^en furnish 4fcte 
w<>rtb of voitimes.*' • 

" Yes,'^ wid Mrs, Smith toore doulMiu 
ift^y»^*iJ<«ietim€s^ftmay,tl1toft^fe Pfeerits 
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JteiMm arenot often itii Cba elevateU'atyle 
:|r(»i.d€6qpibe> B^r^e utei Uiere» iittotau 
.Qttiife tmy <be ^eat 'm times of trials bat 
ig^n^My speakkbg it is its weakness aiid 
^HQt 'it3 'Strength ttiat appears in a ^ick 
fOliamfter ; it i^S'Selfishoess and impatience 
.tatiierlhw generosity and fortitude, tiia^ 
'0fie bears' of. There is so little real 
friendsbip in the workl l-^and Unfortu- 
nately'' (speaking low and tcemulously!) 
'^Mkere ane so matfty who forget to think 
fseriously tiilit ie ahnost too. late/' 

Aniie b^w ihe .lirisery of such feeling^;. 
-l>belbuiband 4uid not been what he^ugbi> 
^d the wife bad been ied aoiong 4bat 
t|»rt ;Of ;manktiKi which made Her tbink 
v#ocke of &e»:«forld, than sSve hoped^it 
bleienrei)* * It wm but a passing • eni6ti<m 
ibowfeveri with Mrs* l^niitti, she shook it 
^, aiadjsooti^ addifd in a^Jidfereiit totie^ 

^^I do iiMxt 'su|i{)0SB ^the ^kuAtion 4iiy 
-friend <Mrsi^1Roofcei&^m ait present, will 

f2 
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furnUh much either to interest or edify 

Hie.— She IS only nursing Mrs. Walla of 

Marlborough-^buildings — a n^re pretty, 

>«iUy, expensive, fashionable ivomam, J 

believe— ?nd of course will have nothing 

to report but of lace and finery. — I mean 

to make my profit of Mrs* Wallis, however. 

She has plenty of money, and I intend ihe 

•shall buy all the high-priced things .1 

have in hand now.** . ' , * 

Anne. had called several times. oa her 

friend/ before the existence of such a 

person was known in Camdeo-place. \ At 

,iast, it became necessary to speak of hes^. 

. — Sir Walter, Elizabeth and Mra. Ch]^ 

-'returned one morning from Laura^plaoe, 

jwitb a sodden invitaiion from htniy 

: Dairy mple for the same evei^ing^ and 

Anna was already engpaged^ to spcod 

that eveoing in Westgate^buildings. Sbe 

was liot aorry for the excuse* ifhey 

l^rere only askie^t ^b^ tM .Miro. te- 
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omx Jjndy JHUymfle bejog k^pt *%! 
hotoe by ^ bad cold> was glad to maH^ 
u«^ <tf tfa€t retatiousbip wbicli had beea:.eiQ' 
[Irettied on her,-r&n4 !sbe declined, on .bar 
09m JSLCoouQt with great, alacrity — <' She 
w^ engaged to speiul tbe eyeuing with; 
W^ old schoolfellow/' They. were. not 
miich iuterefited in my i thing relative 
%o Anne, b«it st^I- there were questtoKifi 
enough asked, to -make it understood what 
tills 4crfd schoolfellow was; and Elizabeth 
was disdainful, and Sir Walter severe. 

** Westgal;e*building»!" said he; ^Vand 
who is Miss Anne EJIipt to be viriting in 
Westgaie*baildings ?-^A Mrs. Smiths A 
¥fid0w : Mrs. ; Siiiit|>j— and who was her 
fansband } Oae of Abe five tiiousand Mr^ 
Smiths wl¥>sd niMiies are to b^ met with 
every where. And what is her attraction ? 
13hat. she is old: aiwj : sickly. — Upon my 
word, Mrss/Anne £«IUot, you have the 
most :4iitriiQi)diaary la^te 1 Every thing 
ihtl revolts otbter people^ low company,. 



tfMHi' aF€» itivUing to y<Ai. Bat dui^^j^,* 
you* may pot off this 0W lady *ift ©»*• 
morrow. Sh^ is not bo irear her end; L 
pvemxriM, h^t t\mt sh& nniay hope t^ <€NeP 
another day, Wha« i^ her ag^ ? Forty?"* 

•*No, Sir, she^is aot one and iMny ; b«* 
I do mot tbink I can put off my ^ngage^ 
ment, beeause it is the only evetiing- fori 
smne time wlHOh will at once suit h«i^ 
and myselfi-^he goes into* the ifwtli' 
bath.to^morvoii^5 and for the refit of ib^ 
\feek yon know wie are etigagod*'' 

^' But wba« does Lady RiisseI4 thmk k0 
this acquaintance V^ askedf Elrzabetib. 

^** She see* notfatng to blame i» it,^* 
replied Anne; *^ on the ^loMMry; she gfM* 
proves it; and bai^ ge«eraUy taken< me^ 
when I hare cabled on Mi^sri Smith/* 

**' Westgate-boildinga must have bem^ 
rather Mrprised by the appearance ^ of «^ 
cmringedra^n up near it^ p^emeMi'* 'fib^^ 
served Sir W^Uer.-^*^Sir H*niy Rwisell's' 
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mi^My, itt4«^i hai^ no bonouf s 1^ ^\i^iH^ 
glli$bh$narm$;. but 9tUl; it is n hao^somQ 
^q^ip^ge^ s^nd qo dou]>t is w^Il known to 
convey a Miss Elliot. — A wijdow. J^T^i 
Smilih, lodginkg ia Westg«it(9-buildii»g6/l — 
A, poor W4dQw^ barely abl^ to liv^, b&r 
twee.p thirty and A>rty-r-a oaere Mrs^ 
9iaYlb, ^n i^v^ry fjay Mrs. Sin^tb). p^ al| 
ftie^ie anqt a)!' qapie^i^. tl»e« world,. tp b^ 
t^)Q chosen ffieojd of Mi^.Ani^ £iUQt| 
land to be preferred by b^o to iusv owm 
fyoiily connections fiQUpn^ tbe nobility. o( 
£ug4and. a^d IrcikndJ Mi^s, Sn^i|tb> sjicjU 

Mrs* Clayj who bad been pr-esent- whiie 
idl this pa^sed^ now tliougbt it adyi$«^ble 
ifit leave the room, ,ivnd Aqne could b9.vf 
faid moob and did loqg to s^y a little» in, 
4fefe(ice of Aer 4)riend's^ not very dtssiini}aj; 
^aii|)s to tbeii*^» but her sense of persoi^itV 

e 

c^ect; to her i^tjictr p^qven(c4 hep* St^ 
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recollect> that Mrs.- Smith was not; thif 
Only widow in Bath between th if tj and 
(brty, with 'little to lire on, and no sfr-^ 
Dame of dignity. . > 

^ Anne kept her appointment; theothers 
kept tbeifs, and of course she beard Hlie 
next morning that they had had a de^' 
lightAil evening,— She had been the onl^ 
otfe' of the set absent i (ot Sir Walter and 
Birzabeth had not only be^n quite at hei^ 
ladyship's service themselves, but had bx> 
tually^been happy to be employed by her 
in collecting others, and had been at ihne 
trouble of inviting both Lady Russell aiid 
Mr. Elliot; and Mr. Elliot faal made a 
point of leaving Colonel Waltis early, ^n4 
Lady Russell had fresh arranged afl^hl?if 
evening engagements in order t\> wait oh* 
, her.* Aime had" the whole history of alt 
that such an evening could supply, ffbut* 
Lady Russell. To her, its greatest ln^ 
terest inusl^bes invhaving been t^ety mu^* 



JttiXMi of , bet w^^Jiier. friend ^xid, Mr. 
^^ot^ in' bavipg been wished for, regret- 
tedj and at the same time hODOured for^ 
flitting away in such a cause. — ^Her Hind^ 
Goiiipapisiiqaate visits to this oM school* 
IfsDow^ sijcic qnd reduced, seemed to have 
q^tt delighted Mr. Elliot. He thought 
la^r a most extraordinary young woo^an; 
iflt her temjier, mi^ners, mind, a model of 
$W¥tle excellence. He could meet even. 
Lady Russell in a discussion of her merits^ 
s^4 4<ine could not be given to under- 
stmid so much by her frjiend, could pot^ 
lillAW Jierself to be so highly ratied by a 
aensifate man, without many of ^hose' 
agr^^able sensations which her frieiid 
meant ;to create* 

' X»dy RasseU was now perfectly dec^d : 
in ber opinion of ;Afrr £lliot. She was aii 
tm^di convinqed of his meaning to gain 
Anne in. tiine, as, of his deserving Ji^r^ 
Md wa9 beginning to cajfettlate the nfimber 



of we6l^ Whidh wd^ frw Mm ftok tiP 
tfie reineitiing reiftrithits of wMbwAob^i 
amd leave hmi at Hb^ty td etett hh nrii&t 
open poiwrsr ^ pieasm^: Slie weuM' tfof 
speak to Aan^ witf^half ther eertaiiit)!! iKe 
ftft on Ihe su&jocJ, she wotrW* ventoi^ dii^ 
little more* Ihan bmts* of^ what might INK 
hei^eafter, of a pos^ble atiaditnent oil Ma^ 
^id^^ Of the desif ablenesd of m^ M\\M^§y 
sttppbAiig iucfa attadim^ to^beir^a}! afld^ 
riet^irtted'A Anne heard lier, and mod^fe *€^ 
violenlr exciatnations. She only sitiilbd^ 
bitfilhed, atid gently shook hep 'head. ' 
^ **t Bxh m mai^h^iiiakef, as yob iMdil 
ktf«t^/' said Lady Rms^l, <«^ baing^ dittdr 
tb# iiytll awai"^ Of th^ o^ki^ertainty of oll^ 
htiiKian events and calculatSoti0« I on^^ 
mean that if MM Elliot ^houMMliici VUhe 
ttlAice pay his add^esiies to yon, and^ if 
yoB should be 4i^osed to aoce^ hiM^ i 
tliink there wouM be ev^y |NMsiblIity of- 
yo^r being hi^py together. A tnoM 
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anitidil«> cqnqfctiQn: ewrf bodjt OMtfb 

« 

wmidtir itr-fbut. I think it might be • 
very happy one.** 

, " Mr. Elliot in aa eieewdiogly agtee. 
aUi^iVMib »ai, ra w»ny respeotft I thiftk 
lliglily.^ Wia»,!'Mifl Annti <' hut we di0«UI 

. l^ki^< Bmi^ If^ this paAs^ and.afilyi 
mA jn jC^joUifler, '^. X own that to be abler 
^. regfird.yoH.fts the future mistress of 
l^ell|meh> th« ftiture Ludy Hliot— t^ Idoh 
fpfli^M^: an^ aeeyou occop^ing your dear 
nMimtf» plefie^ ^ocieeding to all he9 
ni^U(,. aod all her. popularity,, as wdl li 
t^> nU her virtues^ *w0uld; be the highesi 
p9fPi(Ui^ gratification to tne«-t^You are 
ywf moth^^s aelf io countenance aoA 
4WiK>9i^ian ;. aivi if I might be aUowed to 
fePfiy yoUi'auoh as. she. was, in aituatioiv> 
^IH}/Qlime> and hpme,. pnestding and bleepcM 
iAg'iti' tbe^ sitnie spot,, and only superiw 
^^k«t in b«Mii|^ mere hijgbtgf valued ! My 



dearest Anne, it wcfiild give mettntml 

» 

deUght than is:oftett felt at injr time of 

life!" . ' 

Anne wa& obliged to turn away> U^ 

rise, to walk to a distatit table^i aM^ l6ao^ 

ing there in pretended employmeaV't^T 
to subdue the feelings this picture mm 
cited. For a few mofnents her iMi^^tta^c 
tibn and her heart were hewitcbed> Th^ 
idea of becoming what her ttiother hMl 
been ; of having the precious iiame ^ 
** Lady ^lliot** .first revived in hersefff 
of being restored to Kellynch; dallitig-it 
her home again^ her home for evbr, it«b 
a charm which she could not immediatdy- 
resist. Lady Russell said not another: 
word, willing ta leave the matter to iH. 
own operation ; ' %hd believing, that, coiM: 
Mr. Elliot at ttiat moment with propriety 
have spoken for himself I — ^She belieyvd^ 
in sb^MTt^ what Anne did not beliet!^. 
The 9tfpe image of Mr. Eliiot speakiHj; 
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#or hiiiDHHf^ bbbughr Atine to composure' 
again. The chann of Rellyhcb and of 
'' Lady Elliot'' all faded away. She ne-' 

• « 

yfW cdutd accept him. - And it was hot 

« 

obly that her ftelings were stilF advert' 

If ■ ^ 

to* any mail slive one ; her judgment, on 

» » » 

a«erioii9 consideration of the possibilities' 
^sach a dise, was against Mr. Elliot, 

Though they had tiow'been acquainted 
ik Month, she couTd not be satis&ed that' 
she reilUy knew his charatten That lie' 
was a sensible man, an agreeable man,— 
that he talked welf, professed good opU 
il#Mlsy seemed to judge properly and as 
a man of principle,— this was all clear 
enokigh. He ccfrtainly knew what was 
ri^hf,* nor could she fix on any one ar- 
tkle ot^ moral duijr etidently trahsgressie^; 
btit yet she would have been afraid to' 
answer for hisx;ondoct. She distrusted' 
the past, H* not the present. The natnes 
#ftich occasionally dropt of fornier assb* 



i^Eld ]mrmit«» ^ggiPstad? iHis^icfon^. pwiV 
^VQuxable of what be had be9i># ^«» 
9B»& t|)at thene Imcl heea b^ h^l^tK h tlwM^ 
Suoday^-troyalliaft bad b<^9 a tqq^iq^iH^ 
tbipQ'^ thai tiier^! had b«99 a ;PVipfl>4fi 
bis ]|f0 (and probabljr ^t; a ^bort iW9)s 
whei^ be Jiad h^^f^ at least,, io»r^\49k.otb 
all iBi^ricM^ ma^ersj^ ap^r );h^Mgh b^ migbt 

%mT £pf the, tnje. seQtmieQte. qf at.^v^iv 

Qaatioi;i;s m^^^ gFown ob}.eQQiigb ti| »|^' 
pr^qiate a feir cl^racte^p H^piwc^iil^fili 
eTcv be ascertained tbat; bi^ pund iwifr 
truly, cjeaiised ? 

Mr^ Biliot was rat^PAaI» dispref^t) Bffr 
liabed^rrl^iit be was no\ op^iu Tfafi^r 
wsa$ never any bwrst of feeling, a|if . 
warmtb of indignatipn pr delight, at tJ»Q. 
©yil. or gflod gf oti^ers. .TJiip, to ^qAfi»; 
W934 4«ci4ed imper^'ectfop. Uejn e«jr][y ii|||.. 



it^lfy tile «fKM4ttMi^r Mie: Mgf r chfH 
iwtef bepm6 all :atbdr$. Warmth taA 
tothotiAsflii cM es^iNrte hw ttllL Sbm 
ftklbiKl AlieioQiiild Hd nradi more idepwA 
i^tmrtha; lemb^rity of flow wfao^ .siau^ 
times looliM of Mid' a cMtdetal otr a haa^ 
thing, than of those whose presence of 
mind never varied, whose tongue never 
slipped. 

Mr. Elliot was too generally agreeable* 
Various as were the tempers in her fa- 
tfaa^'s house, he pleased them all. He 
endured too well, — stood too well with 
everybody. He had spoken to her with 
some degree of openness of Mrs. Clay; 
bad appeared completely to see what 
Mrs. clay was about, and to hold her in 
contempt i and yet Mrs. Clay found him 
as agreeable as anybody. 

Lady Russell saw either less or more 
than her young friend, for she saw no- 
thing to excite distrust. She could d6t 



kftagine a linali moire ^iractly what he oughts 
^ be than Mr. Elliot; nor did. she ever: 
enjoy a svreeter feeling than the hope of 
seeing him receiTe the hand of her be«» 
loved Aniie in KeUjrnch cbnpelr, in the: 
course of the following automn/ 
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CHAPTER Vr. 
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' It was the beginning of February; 

and Anne, having been a month in Bath,' 

was growing very eager for news from 

Uppercross and Lyme, She wanted to 

hear much more than Mary communi- 

« 

cated. It was three weeks since she had 

heard at all. She only knew that Hen- 
rietta was at home again ; and that Lou^ 

isa, though considered to be recovering 

i ... 

fast, was still at Lyme; and she was 

thinking of them all very intently one 
evening, when a thicker letter than usual 
from Mary was delivered to her, and, to 
quicken tlie pleasure and surprise, with 
Admiral and Mrs. Croft's compliments. 

The Crofts must be in Bath! A cir- 
cumstance to interest her. They were' 
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peoj^e whom her heart tomed to twy 

naturally. 

« What is this?" c^rj^d Sir Walter. 
" The Crofts arrived in Bath? The Crofis 
who r^nx Kelly neb ? Wbs^t have tl^ 
brought, you?*' 

'* A letter from Uppercros$ CottagCi 

< 

^^ Oh! iboae. letters are convenietit 
passports. They secure an introduction. 
I shiimid have vi^ite^d Admiral Croft^ how- 

« m 

eyer^^ at any rate. I know what is due 

• • • 

to my tenant." 

Anne could listen np longer; she $^ould 
not even have told how the poor Adini* 
ral's complexion escaped ; her letter en- 
grossed her. It had been begun several 
4ays back. 

« February tut, — . 
'*■ UV DSAR ANNE, 

"^^ I* make to apology for my sileQce, 
^^ becau&e I know how IHtie people think 



'f ef ■ Umm in stacfr & place as Bath. 
'* You mast he a.' great deal too happy to 
^eare ibr Uppercross, whichi asyou H^ell 
*^ kno^; affortte little to write about. We 

• « 

•* hUve had a rety dtiH Christmas ; Mr. 
^* and Mrs>. MiKgrore have not^had one' 
^♦i ditiner-party all the hy>liday s. I <lo not ' 
*^ rwkow the ftlayters as apy body. Trhe 
** h^Mays, lf6Wetei«i are over at last: I 
** bcKer^ rid cHHdfert ever bad Ktichlbttg 
** ones, I am sufe I hAd nol*. Hfie hotrsi 
^-v^m cleared yesterday, except of the 
** little Harvilles ; btit yw w^ill be sAr-' 
*^ prised to hear that tltey have nerer' 
^ govte home. Mrs. Harville must %e 
^ka odd mothefr to part with thenar so' 
^hing. I do not tf nd^nstand if. They 
•'are not at all nice cMldteii, iirmy c^-' 
•* nfon; bat 'f/ih: Mtiisgrove seems to Me* 
*^ f lietn quite as well, if not ftfetter, thin' 
** her grandi^riidren. What dreat^fuf ifrea-' 
*Mfter we'fiiifre barf! it rtky- mrf be felf^ 
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** io Batbf mth yoijir nice iM«emeiil8;> 
*' but in the country it is oi some convex 
^^ quence. 1 have not Imd a crenture 
<^ call on me since the second w^k in* 
^' January, excejpt Charles Hayter^ who- 
'5 has been calling much oftener than was 
'^ we;lcoine. Between ourselves I thioli 
iit a great pily Henrietta did not remain- 
ajt Lyme .as long as Lovisfi ; it wonId> 
f })l^ve kept iier a little out. of bis way.' 
*^. The carriage is gone to-day, to bring 
'fliouisa and the {iaf vilies to-morirowi' 
*f We are not asked to. dine with thenH 
^ however^ till tlie day after, Mrs* Mus-« 
«< grove is so afraid of her being fatigned 
*' by the Journey, which is n<>t very likely, 
^ cptisideri tig. the care, thai .will- be taken. 
**cf hoi^^nd it'wcfuld be.mjvoh more^ 
^f couMenieot to me to. dine therer to-mco*- 
*^ row. I am>glad you 6ndMr. Elliot so. 
'^ agreeable^ and wish I could be ac- 
^^ quaint^ witj^ h}m toof but I hftve ti)y 
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^^tt$ll^l luok^ I am aJwaj'sout of the way 
** when anjp thing destraUe is goiag oh'» 
** always the last of my family to be no- 
.^^ ticed. What an inunense tiiae Mrs. 
>< Clay has been staying with Eiizabethl 
^^ Does she never mean to go away ? But 
ff perhaps if she were to leave tl^e room 
'^ vacank we miglxt .not bef invited. Let 
f'^^ me know wtmt you think of this, I do 
not expect my children to he asked, 
yoii know. I can leave them at the 
.ff Gr^t House very welt, for a month or 
/^ six weeks. I have.this moment hewi 
t^Vtkat the Crafts, are gomg to Badth a% 
'4*-.mwt imm^il^tely; t^y think tlie.ad- 
; V mirbl gouty* Ghftrles heard it qaite by 
i*i chince : tihey have not hAd ttie civUity 
,'• to give me any noti<Je» or offer to take 
/^ aay thing*; I do not think they ini^ 
,« provp at ail as neighbours. We see 
,^\ HQthipg of tbem^ and this is redly^ an 
'f iQpst»&oef q£ gross ^nattfintfion. Qi^Tl^ 
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joiu3 tne iulo^^y and efvefylbiog'i^na* 
/Sper** Yottr</»ffi9Cti(>iiately> 

'** I am sorry to say that 'I am .very &r 
:^'^from well; and Jemima has jwt "told 
^^'rne that the batcher says there is a bad 
*^ sare->throat very moch abont I idare 
'^^ say I shall catch it i and my sor^» 
^^*^ throats, you know, are always worse 
.*• than anybody's." 

So ended the first part, which had i>eeh 
iifterwarda ipot into an envidlop, ^lotii* 
taining nearly <ab mud) more. 
^ <' I iL&pt nay letter open^ that Lmigtjit 
^^iseitd you worjcl how Lotma ibbre 4)er 
^^-jourQey, and now i am egftremely ^glatl 
^'Idid, having a ^at dealtoa^dd. In 
^;the fiirst pl^ee^ I had a nole from Mt^. 
*« Croft yesterday, offeririg to «otfvey any 
•'thing to you; a very kind, ffienjolly 
''note indeed,' addressed to me, just Us 
^' it ought's I sbail therefore be able tb 
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^ mike itij iMterai^ ltoki|f as I Hke« The 
*^ admiral does ti^t seem very iM, andl 
*^' iitieer^ly hope B^tth urill do him alt th6 
^ igfood he wants. 1 shall be truly glad 
^Mo^have them back »gain. Our neigh- 
"ibawrbood cannot spare such a pleasant 
^ familjy^. Biat 'now for Louisa. I have 
sometl>iiig to oommmircate that wifl 
astonish you not a little. She and the 
Harvilles eame on Tuesday very safely, 
*^ and in the evcnrng we went to gtsk her 
^* how she did, when we were rather sur« 
'''prised not to^fiAd-Oapta^n Benwidk of 
•** the party, for he^ad been iitvited ais 
** *well OB the Harvilles ; and what do yoti 
**^th«ik was the reason? Neither >more 
''••ftor 'kss than ms beinjg in *love *with 
Lefuisa, and not choosii^g' to venture €6 
UppBrcposs till he bad b»d an aoswt'r 
^* from Mf. Musgrove ; for it was all 
^' settled between him and her before she 
'*' came aiway, 4and he had mtit^n to 



t< 



T< 



104 

f^ her father by Captain Uarville. True^ 
*^ upon itiy honour. Are not yott asto^ 
*' nisbed ? I shall be surprised at least tf 
*' you ever received a hint of it, for £ 
5^ never did. Mrs^ Musgrove protects so- 
*^ lemnly that she knew nothing of the 
" matter. We are all very well pleased^ 
** however; for though it is not equ^ to 
her marrying Captain Wentworth, it iff 
infinitely better than Qiarles Hayterj^ 
aud Mr. Musgrove has written his con«> 
.^ sent, and Captain Benwick is expected 
y (iO-day. , Mrs. Harville says her hus» 

4 

^\ band feels a good deal on his poor sis* 
** ter'ft account ; but^ however^ X^ouisft is. 
f^ a great favourite with both., Judged 
.^' Mrif. Marviile and I quite agree that 
.** wQ love her the better for having 
** nursed ber. Charles wonders what 
Captain Wentworth will say; but if 
you remember^ I never thought bim 
*y attached to Louisai ; I nev^r could $ee 
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^^ any thing of it. And this in the eud^ 
^you see»;of Captain Benwick's bemg 
'/.supposed to be an admirer of ,y<f^rf• 
<' How Charles could take such a thhig 
^ into his head was. alwajs iocomprebeta* 
^ sible to me* I hope he will be more 
agreeable now. Certainly not a great 
match for Louisa Musgrove; but a nM- 
** lion times better than marrying atiQitDg 
" the Hayterg." ; : 

/ Mary need not have feared her sister^s 
beiug in any degree prepared ibr the 
news. She had never in her Jife been 
more astonished. Captain Benwiek and. 
Louisa Musgrovel It was almost too 

^nderful for belief^ and it was with ^e 

" . - ''■.'• 

gl^test eifoct that she could remain in 
to Toom, p«»,« .» .ar of d^e™, 

and answer the common questions: of the. 

«* . - 

moment^^ Happily for tiep, they were not 
: ^ Walter wanted to kQoir w)|<e» 

VOX* IT. O 
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ther the Crofts travelled with four horsei, 
jthd whether they Were likely to be-sftu- 
ftted in such a part of Bath as it might isuit' 
Miss Elliot and himself to visit in; but 
had little curiosity beyond. . . ' 

*^ How is Mary?'* said Elizabeth; and 
without waiting for an answer, '^AncT 
pray what brings the Crofts to BathP'^ ' 
• ^ They come on the Admiral's accountV 
He is thought to be gouty.** 
" ^* Gout and decrepitude !" said Sir IPal* 
ten " Poor old gentleman.** 
' " Have they any acquaintance here ?*'^ 
^sked Elizabeth. 

^ I do not know ; • but I can hard}y 
suppose that, at Admiral Croft's time of * 
J^fe, and in his profession, he should not 
have many ificquaiatance in such a place 
^15 this.** 

" ^ t suspect,** said Sir Walter codByj 
*^that Admiral Croft will be best known 
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in Bittb aA^ tke renter of Kellynch-iiali. 
Bticabelh, maj we venture to pi^sent 
Mni and his wife m Laora-place?'* 

** Oh! no, I think not. Situated as we 
are with Lady Dalryihple^ cousins, we 
ought to be. very cardiil not to embarrads 
her with acquaintance she might not ap4> 
prove* If we were not related, it would 
not fiignUy; but as cousins^ she would feel' 
scrupulous as to any .proposal of oursw 

ft 

We had better leave the Crofts to find 
their own Jevel. . There are several odd^ 
looking men walking about here, who, I 
am told, are sailors. The Crofts will as- 
sociate with tbem^!" > 

This was Sir Walter and Elizabeth's 
diftre of interest in the letter; when Mrs« 
Clay had paid her tribute of more decent 
attention, in an enquiry after Mrs.Charles 
Musgrove, and her fine little boys, Anne 
WW ^ liberty. 

In h^ own room she tried to compre-^ 

* o2 
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lieod it. Wiell. might Charles wo^t)er 

hon^ Captain Wentwortb .weuld f^lj 

Perhaps he bad . quitted the field, had 

gften Loaisa up,. had ceased to loVe, >had 

ibnnd he did not love her. She qaidd 

not endure the idea of treachery or lerityy 

or;atiy thing akin to ilUusage betlTwen 

bim and: his friend. She could .not eii«> 

dure that such a friendship as theirs should 

be severed unfairlj'. 

• Captain Benwick and Louisa Mas-* 

grove ! The high-spirited, joyous tadki&g 

Louisa Musgrove, and the dej6ct€fd» 

thinking, feeling, reading Captain BeuN 

wick, seemed each of them evcfry tbitig , 

that would not suit the other. Tbeit 

minds most dissimilar! Where could h«ifir 

been the attraction ? The. answer so<»| 

presented itself* Ithad been in sHu»^ 

tlon* They had been thrown together 

several weeks ; they l^ad beten living in 

tlie same small hxmly pwty ; smoe lieb^ 
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>ietta^iii coming away, they muist have 
't>eeii depending almost entirely on each 
othier^ and Louisa, just recovering from 
illness^ had been in' an interesting state, 
dnd Captain Bepwick was not incod- 
solable. That was a point which Anne 
had- not^been able to avoid suspecting be* 
&re ;' and instead of drawing the same 
conohHion as Mary, from the present 
cour^se of events, they served only to con- 
fil^Uhth^ ideaof his baling felt some dawn^ 
ing of tenderness toward herself. She did 
nottneain^ ho\vever, todenve much more 
from it to gratify her v4nity^ tba^i Mary 
might have allowed. She was persuaded 
that any tolerably pleasing young woman 
who had listened and seemed to feel^fop 
bim, would have received the same com« 
pliment. He had an ^frectionate hearty 
He must love somebody, 
- She saw* no reason against their bei^g 
b^ppy# Louisa had fine.naval feri^ur tci 



no 

begin with^ and they would eooir grow 
more alike. He would gaip cheerfuiiores^ 
.and she would learn to \^c an enthusiaiiil 



for Scott and Lord ByxQH ; iisfy, that was 
probably learnt already;; of course &ey 
had fallen in love over poetry,. The idea 
of Louisa Musgrove turned into a person 
of literary taste^ and sa:itimental r^flec^ 
tion, was amusing^ but she had no doubt 
of its being so* The day at Lyrae, tJi« 
fall from the Cobb^ might influence jbi^ 
health, h?r nerves, I^r courage, her cba« 
racter to the end of her life, asthoroughljr 
Its it appeared to have influenced hm 

ft 

fate. 

m 

The conclusion of the wbole was, that 
if ;tbe woman who bad ;been sensible of 
Captain Wentworth's merits could be al* 
lowed to prefer another inap« there wta 
nothing in tlie engagement to excite laift*- 
ipg wonder s ^nd if Captain Woi^tw^rth 
%mi »o iriciad by i^ l^eit^Muly $otb!og to 



1s^ regretted^ No» it was not regret which 
tn^de Anne's heart beat in spite of her* 
f^If, and brought the colour into her 
<4>eeks when she thought of Captain W^nt« 
w<)rt^ uqshackled and free. She had some 
fiselings which she was ashamed to inves<^ 
tig^tCf They were too much like joy, 
^l^seless Joy ! 

: .Shelpnged to see the Crofts, but when 
jtbe meeting took place, it was evident 
ijiat no rnmoiar of the news had yet 
reached tjiem. The visit of,ceremx)ny 
fffis paid and returned^ and Louisa Mus- 
grjove was mentioned, and Captain Ben^ 
wkk toOi without even half a smile. 
.: /Fbe Crofts bad placed themselves in 
i^dgiogs in Gay.s^reet, perfectly to $ir 
Wialter's satisfaction* He wa$ not at aU 
jisb^med of the acquaintance, and did^ in 
fyu^^ think and talk a great deal mox^ 
^l^out ij^ Admin^l^ than the Admifitl eves 
l|ioiight or talked about him^ . v ^ 
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' The Ctofks kaei^ quite as many p^fiile 
te Bath as they wished^for, and coBsideted 
their intercourse with the Eiliote as amera 
matter of form/ and not in the least likely 
to afford them any pleasure. 1%6y 
brought with them their country babk of 
being alnost always together. Hewfts 
ordened to walk^ to keep offthe.goat, ttttd 
Mrs. Croil seemed ta go shares witii bim 
in every thing, end to walk for herliln 
to do him good. Anne saw them wfaere^* 
efer idie - went. Lady Russell took her 
out in ^er carriage almost every morttiftg; 
amd she never failed to think of them> 
tad never failed to see them. Knovring 
their feeliags as she did, it was a inmost at^ 
tractive picture.of happiness to her. She 
always watched them as long as she could*} 
delighted to fancy she understood what 
they might be talldng of, as they walked 
jtlong in bf^>py independence, <ir eqantty 
deligbte^ to see the Admiral'^ hearly 






riHite<(^ifae ^nd when be eaooudtered 
w iAAtti&tii^ and observe their eo^emeiK 
itf ^ obnrersatian when occa#oaaUy fari0t 
ing into a little Imot of tbe nkvy^ Mrs; 
Croft looking as iotelUgeiit and loeen' as 
any of the officers around hen 

Aana was too much ehgilgeci with 

lady RuJBseli to be often walking hersd^ 

kmt it; so happened thai one .mocfiiligy 

about a week or ten days after the GM>ft$? 

arrival, it suited her best to leave her 

friend, or her friend^s. carriage, in the 

lower part of the town, and return alone 

to Camdeo-place > and in walking up Mil- 

sam«-street, she had the good fortune M 

meet with the Admiral. He was standv 

ing by himself^ at 'a printsbop window;: 

#hh his hands behind' him, in earnest 

contemplation of some print, and she nob 

only might have passed him unseen, but 

was obliged to touefa: as welh as addressr ^ 

gS -' ' • ■*• ^'' 
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bim befort she cotiU catilh his iwltoe. 
When he did petctire and JckoOvf^gt 
ti»r» howeTery it livas dooe with ^1 HAl 
naoal franknenafid good humour. ^ Hal 
if k you ? Thank ycm« thank yoik TJtfl 
is treating me Uke a. friend. H^ne I am, 
yoo see^ staring at a picture* I can never 
get t^ this shop wilbout stopping. 3ut 
nrhiatii thing heise is, by way of aboit^ 

^ ^ 

Bo bok at it* Did you erer see theiik^? 
What queer &Uows your &ie painteiB 
auat be^ to think that any body would 
T^mture their lives in such a ahapefess old 
4;'ockIeshell as that* And yet, hei^e liire 
two gentlemen stuck up in it ipightily jbI 
their ease^ and looking about them atiAef 
Kocks and mountains^ ^s ^ they were 90ft 
lo foe upset the next moment^ w!hicb the^ 
cseftainly mu^t be. I wonder where tbafe 
boat was built r (laughingb^artily) ^I 
.would jaot venture oreruhorsepoiidiaj^ 



IMIf" :(;ti]fiH{iglLwa3r) 5' Qolr^ where ar* 
jrio^ iMaiid ? Q»ft I go. %Dy ¥[her6 for yoii/ 
4Mr with y0U? Can I be ofaay mei^ i ,,^ 
. ^ NoBig^ I thank yoii| uolw j^oa. wiU 
jire jade the pkasore'ef your.coiDpftftjr 
the Uttle way our road ites .tagetbar. I 

am going honiie**^. • « 

f * That I will) with ail piy heart, as^d 
^jfafther too. Ye«> yes, we w91 faaTe » 
mv^g walk together i and I have saiiHi:^ 
flung to tell yoB mB we go along* Tlt&tB\ 
taiee my arm ; that's right ; I do not feel 
eoanfortable if I have jiot a woman there^ 
Lord ! what a boat it is V* taking a last 
Umk at the picture, as they began to be 
hi motion. 

- ^ I>id you say that yen had something 
loieH me« sirl" 

- ** Yes, I have. Presently. . But here 
G^mes a friend^ Captain Brigden; Is|iall 
enttly say, *^ How d'ye do/* as we pass, 
iK^werver , I shall not atop, f' How d^ye 




da^^ • BrigdcRi Mm^ to 

tt#d b^r tbe l0g«. She has a/Uigter on om^. 
Ii(her faedsi as large as a Uiree shilHng' 
pece. Kjoa loo4c across the.strMt^ fum 
willAsee Adniir^ . Brand coming* dbwn' 
and his brother. Shabby .fellows^ botji ef 
than 1: I:.a[m: glad they are not: on thtai^ 
pdevof the way. Sophy cauK>t bear 
them.: They played me a pitifal* tnofe 
pncchrgoft away some of my bert> men. I 
Ifctll teU you the whole story ;aiB>lher taaiei^ 
Thei'e comes old Sir Archibaid<Drew andf 
hds ^aadsK>n. Look^ he sees os; he Jkisaet 
hii^ hand to you; h^ .takes, you i&nrmj^ 
wife. Ah ! the peace has come too soon 
for::tfaat: younken Poor <^ Sir < Ardki* 
bald! How do you like Bath, MksSl^ 
liQt? It suits Rs very wdl. W^ are^^ 
il^ayis mi^eting with some old friend w 
otiier;;thftstrqets full of them every mon^ 
ingi.siire to. have pleiity of chat j and 
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«Br; ekainiy and are as \ mug as i£ weim% 
atf KeUjni€fa»; 9yi ■ or: m wc used.ta *W 
eveftiufci!Nbrtfa.YaniimMiliatt4JC^ iWer 
dpfii^t like ooc lodging^ here tbe wmse^ I 
omk titli . yxHx, Jhr jpaltifig ua ia wind of 
Ibbdse wel first had at. NoTth Yarakmtbr 
The wiBdblows through .one of the Gttp* 
bMrds.^stm thef8ame<way.V^ . 
J When they were ^ got a little ftrtiief, 
ibme wntisred to^ress again for ^wfaat fat 
had to communicate. . She had hoped^ 
-wiien dtew o£Mt]aom«st6eet9 4o kM^ihtt ^ 
caeiooty. gratified; but she was stiH^^oh-^ 
%ed to wait, for the Admhral imAmiAt 
up hiimindjiot .to begin, tili they had 
giiihed.tha gnfeater q>ace>and qi]()et: of 
Brimantyt and slar;she wfus not : really Nbrsi 
Qroft, sheinnst let hiniihave^hiac^n way; 
As soon as they wercfii^ly 'a$ceilitog 
jWthnnty h^?begap^ ^ ^ . 
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tllat wiU^orpriiejhQO. But fint.ef «l^ 
yon mufittdi me the oMcie ol the ytraog 
lidy I am gmng to talk aboirt/ Thitt 
jpoung.laify^ jMi tamr^ tbat we luure all 
ieen m concerned foTt The Miss Mufi^ 
grov'e, that iaU this has been happening t^i 
lifanr christian name^^ always forget- faer 
ctowtian.nanie/' 

Anne had hem ashamed to appear to 
^Qomprehmd se soon as she really ^ ; 
bftt now she could safoly suggest the 
fiame of ^' L^iisa.^' 

/' Ay^ ay, JMias IiOQisa.Mmgrove9 that 
is thei name* I widi young ladies had 
isvak SDch a numher of fine chrisUsoi nvMh 
I Aonid never he out, if they were aB 
fiopbys^ or sonKfthing of that sort. » Wel}^ 
this' Miss Louisa,, we all thought, yea 
Imow, was to marry Ftederidc He wai 
pottrting her wedk. after week* . The ojstjr 
wojodc^ wa^^ wh#t th^^ndd^b^WBitSflfl; 
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|ftjeed> it liraa d^&r^ Plough that: thitgr 
tmitt^wait till her brain .w^wttQ xigbi 
Bat even tben^ there was sometbiag^odil 
ki thenr vraj of.goiag wi* In)sfeead>of 
ataySfig .aft Ljnas^ be went off to Plj!i» 
mouthy and then he went off ta see S(b 
wmd. WJienwe came bAck frooi Miiftat* 
head, he was gone daita to Edward^a^ 
taxA therb he has bisen ever since. Wfe 
bare sees notliing of him since Noremv 
bear. Siren Sophy could not.understiiild ^ 
it. Bat 00W9 the matter has taken the 
strangest tnm of all ; <for this jonng lady, 
tliis same Miss Mu^rove> instead iof being 
to mairry Fredecick, is to mairy'Jari^t 
Benwidc. You know James .Benwiek«^ 

» 

• ^ A little^ I am a Httle acqtapinteli 
With Captain BepWidu'* 
^ *^ WeH, she is to mah*y him. Nay, 
Yiiostjyiely they are married tflreai<^;jror ' 
c.aa BbtiuKm ifr^tthey ahtold wsf^Jpr^^ 
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tllat nfill sorpriiejlYio. But fint ef idl^ 
yon mufittdi me the oMcie ol Oxeymmg 
lidy I am ffoing. to talk aboirt/ Thtt 
jpoung.lai^s ymi tamr^ tbat we hure bSIl 
ieen «o concerned for. The Mm Mva^ 
grove, ikat iaU this has been bappenmg t94 
liter chrisliaa nama^-t^I always forgetfaor 
<dmrtian.name/' 

Anne had been whamed to appear to 
^aomprehmd so soon as she really ^d; 
fcat now she coald safoly suggest tbc 
fiame of ^' Louisa.^' i ; 

** Ay^ ay, JMias IjOQisa.Mmgrove, that 
is the name* I widi yoiidg ladies liad 
eM SDch a nimiber of fine chrtetian usm^s^ 
I Aonid hever be out, if they were aB 
fiopbys^ or sonKfthing of that sort. * Wel}^ 
this Miss Loiiisay> we all thought, yam 
know, was to marry Ftederidc He wai 
fKiHrting her wedk after week. The oatjr 
woAdej wasj what th^ ii^eaddb^waitisig 



feiivitiM tike iNitltetf «t LynNf «l^ 
fa»ieed> >it I^qb cl6&r^ e»ough^ thaC Ih^ 
amlft'wait till her brain iviasMt to tigbt 
Bat even then, there was sometbiag^odil 
in tfaar vnaj of goiag mi. Intstead'of 
ata}^g .ait hjn^, be went off to l?lfi^ 
mouthy and then he went off ta see S(b 
vrord. WJienwe came bAck (tQv^ Miia^ 
head, he was gone ddita td Edward^a^ 
and' there he has bisen ever since. Wfe 
hare seen nothing of him since Noremv 

« 

bear. Siren Sophy conld not uiMterstand ^ 
it. Bat Bovf, the matter has taken 4he 
strangest tnm of all s<for this joung ladjr, 
tliis same Miss Mu^pove, instead iof being 
to niairry Frederick, is to mairy'Jari^t 
Bfenwicfc. You know James .Benwiek«^ 
' ^ A littler I am a little acqiipintcli 
With Captain BepWidu'' 
' ** WeH, she is to mahy him. Nay, 
moit Jikely they are married tflre«ic^;jrof I ' 
Mfi^ Bbtjknow ifr^tihey ahtold vaiH;.ic>r..^ 



tliat iifill sarpriie yvni. But fint.ef idl^ 
ywi mufittell ine the oMcie ol the ytraag 
lidy I am ^oing te talk aboirt. Thtt 
jpoiiiig.laify^ ymi tamr^ tbat we hftre bUl 
ieen M concerned for/ The Miis Mug^ 
grove, that iaU this has been happening to^ 
liter chrislian name^ft^I always forget- faer 
ctowtian.name/' 

Anne had hem whamed to appear to 
isomprehmd so 80on as she really £d; 
h»t n^w she coald safoly suggest the 
itame of ^ L«iisa.V i : 

/' Ay^ ay, JMias Lonisa. Mmgrove, that 
if thg name. I widi youdg ladies had 
isvaksuch a numher of fine chrisUan nmk9h 
I Aonld never he out, if they were 9B 
fiopbys^ or sonKfthing ofthat sort.' Wel}^ 
this Miss Louisa,, we al} thought, yea 
Imovr, WM to marry Frederidc He wai 
tDOiirfaing her wedk. after week. Thexmtjr 
woAdej wa^, what th^.qQidd.b^»BitSn|; 
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^jtiM tike Jbttsteetf «t Lyni9«lf^ 
fa»ieed> ^it i^aa cl^&r^ enough* that tt^ 
tutiMfmit tillber'bra$n.w.as Mt'to tigbi 
Bat even then, there was sometbkig^odil 
in thar vir^y of goiag wi. In)sfeead' of 
wtstying jBtt hjw^, be wtnt off to Vlfi^ 
saouthy and then he went off ta see S(b 
wmd. WJien ve came bAck f»>D| Miia»«* 
head, he was gone dditn td EdwardVi^ 
imd' therfe he has bteea ever since. Wfe 
bare seeo notliing of him since Noremv 
bear. Even Sophy could not understand ^ 
it. Bat 00W9 the matter has taken 'the 
strangest t»m of all ; <for this joung lady, 
ttiifi same Miss Mu^rove, instead iof being 
to mairry Frededck, is tomanry'Jari^t 
Benwicfc. You know James Benwiek*^ 

ft 

' ^ A little^ I am a little acqpipinftcli 
Witik Captain BepWicki'* 
^ ** WeH, she is to ma^ry him. Nay, 
YiKMtiyiely they are married ^reM^;jror I ' 
tfe Biytjknow-ifr^tihey ahduld va^itior^^ 



' «( I tkoaiift.Caplitiia fieiiwiok «t Y«rf 
l^kaskig^^youDg^ man/' -said Amiey ** aaii 
i luiderstatid that he bears an eufcelleat 
diaracter/' * 

*^ Oh! yes, yes, there is not a wood to 
1>e said against James Benwick. He it 
only a cotnniander, it is true, made last 
sammeTy and these are bad time^ for get* 
ling on, bat he has not another fault tha^ 
I know of. An excellent, good-beaiHted- 
fellow, I assure you, a viery active, zealous 
officer too,>wliich is «iore than yoii would 
think lor, perha^, for th^t soft sort of 
manner does not^do . him justice/' 

'' Indeed you are mistaken there, sir. 
I should never* augur want of spirit firon 
Captain Benwick^s m«men«t I. thovi^it 
tbera particulariy pleasing, and I will ap* 
swer for it they would generally please.'- 

** Weill weH, ladies are the be^t judges ^ 
butJdines jBenwick ' is. rather tob^piano 
for ttu^ Mid though v^ Ukeiy It ' ii^ att. 
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tw paKiaKty/ ^pby and' I* cannot help 
iliinking Frederick's m^nbers better tbaH 
iAs. There is something about I^recteridE 
more to our taste." ^ .. • 

Anne was caught. She had otily meant 
to oppose the toa>oommon idea cf spirit 
and gentleness being incompatible wilk 
eacfaother> not at all to represent Cap^ 
iA\tL Benwick's manners as the very best 
thftt could possibly be^and^ after a little 
hesjitation, she was beginning to-say, ^^I 
was not entering into any comparison of 
tbe'two friends;" but the AdmirtEil infer- 
rnpted her with, - 

^ And the thing is certainly truel It 
is^not a there bit of gossip. We have it 
ftx^m Frederick biinself. H is sister betd ^ 
letter f^cml him yesfeerdmy, in #bi^h hit 
fettsns Qfit,:andbe had just hiid it in a 
letter from HarviUe^ Avritteb upon tho 
spot^ from Uppercross* I fancy th^y Wf€ 
dtt at^UppetefOits/' 



»* ^ ^' 
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^ This was im oppprtumty which Anne 
coifld jkot TfiuiBt ; she said, therefore^ *^ I 
Jl^e« Admiral^ I hape there is nothiog 
ID the style of Captain Vi^entworth's letter 
|o make you and Mrs. Croft particu)9|fljr 
.uneasy. It did certainly seem, lastaMi* 
lipmo, as if there were an attacbqfient liHS? 
tw^en him and Louisa Musgrovers but,|! 
hixfie it m^y b^ understood to have WOH|i 
paoA on each side equally, and withottt 
violence, I hope bis letter dqes no^ 
iMT^the the spirit of an ill-used man/^ 
. f* N0t at aH^ not at all ; there is not «| 
oath or a murmur from beginniug (9 

end." 

Apqe^iooked dowato hide her ^nayUf. 
i. ^VNo^ QO; Frederick is not a maa 10 
phipe imd complaio 1 he has too fntuci| 
apji^it forthat^ If the girl likei^ sMBpl^bar 
smi ^ter, it is verjr fit ^ sbiwld kw^ 
bim.* 

*< Certainly. Bipt what I qHiiUB.Ii,.4lMil 
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1 hope there is tiothing in CdpUin Went^ 
Worth^s manner of writing to makeyoii 
iuppose he thinks himself ilKused hj hid 
friend^ which might appear, you know, 
without its being absolutely said. I 
should be very sorry that sUbh a fri^dsl»p 
as has subslHed^bet^een him and Captain 
Benwick should be " destroyed, or etea 
wounded^ by a circumstance of this sort.'' 
** Yes, yes, I understand you. But 
tlH^e is nothing at all xtl that nature im 
the Jetta*. He does, not give the least 
fKng at Benwick ; does not so mudi as 
say^ ^' I Wf nder at it, I have a reason of 
my own for wondering ateit.** iNo> yod 
would hot guess, from his way of writmgi 
that he had ever - thought of this Miss 
(what's her name ?) for himself. He very 
kand96meiy hopes they will be happy to* 
gether^ and there is nothing very unfor* 
giving in that, I think/' 
^ Anne did not receive the perfect coui- 
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viction which the Admiral meant to. cod* 
vey; but it would have been useless to 
press the enquiry farther. She, there^ 
fore, satisfied herself with common^place 
remarks, or quiet attention, and the Ad^ 
piiral bad it all his own way. 
' "Poor Frederick!'* said he at fcsh 
'' Now he must begin all over again witk 
somebody else* I thinkwe ttiust get hiift 
to Bath* Sophy mnstAvnte, and beg him 
to corner to Bath. Here are pretty giri* 
enough, I am sure. It would- h§ otm^i 
use. to go to lUppercro^s again, . for that 
other Miss Musgrove,' I. find, is bespo|c« 
by Jw' .coiisili, the young parson. - Do^ 
not you thinks Mlsst Elliot, we bad bst^ 
try to get him to Bath ?V 
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CHAPTER VIL 



l^mu Admiral Ctoft was taking this 
umlk with Anne, and expressiDg his wish 
of. getting Captain Wentworth to Bath, 
Captain Wentworth was already. on his 
way thither. Before Mrs. Croft h%l writ» 
ten, he was arrived^ and the very next 
tiilie Anne walked out^ she saw hint 

A 

V Mr. Elliot was attending his two coo*' 
sf,ns and Mrs. Clay. They were in Mil* 
som-street. It began to rain, not muchy . 
bttt^enoiigh to mAe shelter desirable for' 
lyomen^ and quite enough , to . nwk^ it 
Tery desirablie for Miss Elliot to hav^ th^ 
advaptji^e of being conveyed boiiie im 
L^dy Dalrymples carriage, whiph wm 
s^n ; waiting at a^ little distance ; she^ 
Anne, and Mi^. Clay, therefore, : turned 
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into MoUand's^ while Mr. Elliot stepped 
to Lady Dalrymple, to request ber assiit^ 
atice. He soon joinied them again, sue-' 
cesi^ul, of course; Lady Dairy mple would 
be most happy to take them home, and 
would call for them in a few miniites* . 

Her ladyship's carriage was a barouchev 
smd did not hold more than four with any ^ 
comfort* Miss Carteret was with her' 
mother; consequently it wias not reason-^ 
able to expect accommodation i^ all the' 
three Camd^ft*place ladies. There could 
be no doubt as to Miss Elliotr Whoever 
suffered inconrenience, she must sbffar 
none, but it occupied a little time to 
sMtle the point of civility between the- 
other two. The rain was .a mere trifle, 
and Anne was most sincere in preferring- 
a^ walk with Mr. Elliot. But the rain 
ifM alao a mere trifle to Mrs. Claj \ sbo 
would hardly allow it even to drop at alls 
and ber boots were so thick ! much thicker 



than Miss Anne's ; and, in short, her c\- 
vilify rendered her quite as anxious to be 
left to walk with Mr. Elliot, as Anne could- 
he, and it wad discussed between them 
^ith a generosity so polite and so deter- 

9 

mined^ that the others were obliged to 
settle it for them; Miss Elliot maintain* 
ibg that Mrs* Clay had a little cold aU 
ready, and Mr. Elliot deciding on appeal, 
that his cousin Aniie's boots, were rather' 
the thickest. 

* It was fixed accordingly that Mts. Glay 
shotM be of the party in the carriage; 
and they had just reached this point when 
Anne, as she sa^. near the window, de- 
scried, most decidedly and distinctly,' 
Captain Wehtworth walking down tlio 
street. 

' Her start was perceptible only to herw'' 
s^} but she instantly felt that she wlis 
the gteatest simpleton in the world, thft* 

« 

most unaccountable and absurd ! Ibr a . 
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feir minutes she saw nothing buefare her. 
It was all confusion. She was lost; and 
when she had scolded back lier. senses* 
slie found the others stiil waiting for the 
Qarriage, and Mr. lEIIiot (always obliging), 
jlilst netting off for Unioq-street on a com- 
iQission 6f Mrs. Clay's. 
.' She now felt, a great inclination to go 
to the outer door ; slie wanted to see if it 
rained. Why was she to suspect herself 
of another motive ? Captain Went worth 
must be out of sight. She left her seat, 
she would go^ one half of her should not 
be always so njiuch wiser tbon the other 
half, or always suspecting the other of 
being worse than it was. She would see 
if it rained. She was sent b^ck, ho wever> 
in a moment by the entrance of Captain 
Weiitworth himselfj among a party of 
gentlemen and ladies, evidently his 8C» 
qtwinta^cej and whom be nuist have 
Joii^e^a little bel^w. Milsom^street.. H$ 
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'ipras more obvioasly struck and confused 

r 

by the sight of her, than she had ever ob* 
served before^ he looked quite red. For 
the first time, since, their renewed ac- 
quaintancei she felt that she wa» betray- 
ing the least sensibih'ty of the two.. Shp 
had the advantage of him/in the prepara- 
tion of the last few moments. All the over- 
powering, blinding, bewildering, first ef- 
fects of strong surprise were over with 
her. Still, however, she had enough to 
feel ! It was agitation, pain, pleasure, a 
something between delight and misery. 

He spoke to her, and then turned away. 
The character of his manner was embar- 
rassment. She could not have called it 
either cold or friendlj', or any thing so 
certainly as embarrassed. 

i 

After a short interval, however, he 
came towards her and spoke again. 
Mutual enquiries on common subjects 
passed ; neither of them, probably, much 

VOL, IV. II 
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the wiser for what they heard, and Anne 
coptiquing fully sensible of his being less 
at ease than formerly. They had, by 
diot of being so very much together, got 
to speak to each other with a consider** 
able portion of apparent indifference and 
calmness ^ but h^ could not do it now* 
Time had changed him^ or Louisa had 
cbimged him. There was consciousness of 
aome sort or other* He looked very well, 
not as if he had been suffering in health or 
spirits^ and he talked of Uppercroi^, of 
the Musgroves/nay, even of Louisa, and 
had even *a momentary look of his own 
arch significance as he named her; bat 
yet it was Captain Wentworth not couu 
fortable, not easy^ not able to feign tba( 
he was. 

It did not surprise, but it grieved Anne 
to Observe that Elizabeth would not know 
him* She saw that he saw Elizabeth, 
that Elizabeth saw him, that there was 
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C04^ipl6te internal recognition on €ach 
side; she, was convinced that he was ready 
to b6 acknowledged as aa acquaintance, 
expecting it, and she had the pain of i^ee- 
iogher sister tiim away with unalterable 
coldness. 

Lady Dalryosple's carriage, for which 
Miss Elliot was growing very impatient, 
now drew up ; the servant came in to an- 
nounce it. It was beginning to rain 
again, and altogether there was a delay^ 
and a bustle, and a talking, which must 
make all the little crowd in the shop nn- 
derstand that Lady Dairy m pie was call- 
ing to convey Miss Elliot. At last Miss 
EUfot and her frieiid, irnattended but by 
the serYant) (for there was no cousin re- 
turned) were walking off; and Captaiant 
Wentworlh, watching them^tarned again 
to Anne, and by manner, rather .tham 
words, was offering his services to her. 

^* I am much obliged to yon,'* was her 

h2 
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slnswer^/^ but 1 am not going with thorn* 
The carriage would not accommodate so 
.many. I walk. I prefer walking/* 

'' But it rains," 
/ "Oh! very little. Nothing that I re- 
gard/' 

. After a moment's pause he said," Though 
,1 came only yesterday, I have equipped 
myself properly for Bath already, you see,'* 
(pointing to a new umbrella) ^^I wish 
you would make use of it, if you are deter^ 
.mined to walk; though, I think, it would 
be more prudent to let me get you a 
chair.'V 

She was'very much obliged to him, but 
declined it alU repeating her conviction^ 
that the rain would come to nothing, at 
present, and; adding, ^^ T am onily wait- 
ing for Mr. Elliot* He will be. here in a 
moment, I am sure." 

. She had hardly spoken the ; words, 
when Mn Elliot 'walked in. Ci4ptaia 
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Wentworth recollected him perfectly. 
There was no difference between him 
and the man who had stood on the steps' 
at Lyme, admiring Anne as she passed^' 
except in the air and look and manner oP 
the privileged relation and friend. He 
came in with eagerness, appeared to 
see and think only of lier, apologised for 
his stay, was grieved to have kept her ^ 
t^aiting, and anxious to get her away 
without further loss of time, and before 
the rain increased; and in another mo*' 
ment they walked off together, her arm - 
under his, a gentle and embarrass^ 
glance, and a ** good morning to you^** 
being all that she had time for, as she^ 
passed away. 

As soon as they were out of sight, the 
ladies of Captain Wentworth's party be- 
gan talking of them. 

*' Mr. Elliot does not dislike his cousin, 
I fancy?" ^ .i ' , 
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" Ohl no^ that is clear enough. One 
can guess what will happen there. He i$ 
^wayi^ with them ; hp^If Jiyes in the &mily« 
I helieve. What a very gop(}*k>Qking 

^^ Yes, andMi/ss Atkiwon, who dio^ 
with him once at the Wa}li$^, sayiS be 
li the most agreeable mi^n 9be ev^er was 
in company with/' 

♦* fiBie i$ pretty^ I think ; Anne Elliot } 
very pretty, when one comes tnl^^k athft't 
It 19 not the fashion 4Q $ay so^ hnt I con- 
fers I admire her more than h#r si^r." 

«OhlsodoI/' 

** And so do If No compat^iwn^ . But 
the men are all wild 9&ex MisI ElIiQt. 
Anne is too delicate for them*" 

Anne "wonld have be«n particularly 
obliged to her cousin, if he WQnM.ha.ve 
walked by her side aU the way^to Cam* 
den-place, without saying a word* She 
had never found it so difficult to li»le«k (e 
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him^ though nothing could exceed bis iso* 
licitttde and care^ and though his fiui)jeGts 
were principally such as were wont to be 
always interesting — ^praise^ warm,, just; 
and discriminating, of Lady Russell, and 
insinuations highly rational against Mrs. 
Clay. Bat just now srhe could think 
ottly of Captain Wentworth. She could 
not understand his present feelings^ whe- 
ther he were really suffering much from 
Aisappdintinent or not; and till that 
point were settled^ she could not be quite 
herself. 

She hoped to be wise and reasonable 
in time ; but alas \ alas ! she must con- 
fess to herself that she was not wise yet. 

Another circumstance very essential 
for her to know, was how long he meant 
to be in Bath \ he had not mentioned it, 
ox she could not recollect it. He might 
be only passing through. But it was more 
probable thi^ he should be ^eomip to stay. 
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In that Case, so liable as erery body was 
to meet every body in Bath, Lady Russell' 
would in all likelihood see him somewhere. 
-r-^Would she recollect him ? How would 
it all be? 
. She had already been obliged tp. tell* 

» 

Lady Russell that Louisa Musgrove was 
to marry Captain Benwick. It had cost, 
her something to encounter Li^dy RusseH's ; 
surprise; and now, if she were by any. 
chance; to be thrown into company with 
Captain Wentworth, her imperfect know- 
ledge of the matter might add another 
shade of prejudice against him* 

The following morning Anne wasout 
with her friend, and for the first hour, in - 
an incessant and fearful sart of watch for 
him in vain; but at last, in returning 
down Pulteney-street, she distrnguished' 
him on the right hand pavement at such a 
distance as to hscve him in view the gt*eater 
part of the street, ^here were mAny 
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ofther men about him, many groups walk- 
ing the ss^me way, but there was no mis- 
taking him. She looked instinctively at 
Liady Russell ; but not from any mad idea 
of her recognising him so soon as she did 
herself. No, it was not to be supposed 
that Lady Russell would perceive him till 
they were nearly opposite. She looked 
at her however^ from time to time, anxi*' 
ottsly ; ^nd when the moment approached 
irhich must point him out, though not 
daring to look again (for her own coun- 
tenance she knew was unfit to be seen), 
she was yet perfectly conscious of Lady 
Hussell's eyes being turned exactly in the 
direction for him, of her being in short 
intently observing him. She could tho- 
roughly comprehend the sort of fascina- 
tion he must possess over Lady Russell's 
mind, the difficulty it must be for her to 
vrithdravv her eyes, the astonishment she" 

mu:t be feeling that eight or nine years 

h5 
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should have passed over hiitoi $ffiA in 
foreign climes add in aetife service too^ 
without robbing him of one personal 
grace I 

At last, Lady Russ^tt drew back ber 
head.— '* Now, how would she speak of 
himr** 

" You will wonder," said she, ** what 
baji been fixing my eye ^o long ^ but I 
was lookpg after some window-cortaiaSr 
which Lady Alicia and Mrs. FranklalMl 
were teiJing me of last night* They de* 
scribed the drawing-room. window<^cur* 
tains of one of the houses on this s4de of 
the way, and this part of the street, aa 
being the handsomest and best hung of 
any in Bath, bat could nob reccrflecti lihe 
exact number^ and I have b^en trying to 
find out which it oould be ; but I conli^s 
I Cian see no curtains heFeaboots that 
ans!wer their description/' 

Anne sighed and blushed and smited^ 
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ill ^f md di^ain^ dther at her friead 
« herself.'~The part which provoked her 
most, was that in all this waste of foresight 
and caution, she should hate lost the right 
moment for seeing whether he saw them. 
A day or two passed without produc« 
ing any thing.--.The theatre or the rooms^ 
where he was most likely to be, were not 
fashionable enough for the Elliots, whose 
evening amusements were solely in the 
fiilegant stupidity of private parties^ in 
which they were getting more and more 
«ngagad ; and Anne, weaned of sirch a 
state of stagnation, sick of knowiog no- 
thing, and fancying herself stronger be- 
cause her strength was not tried, was 
^uite impatient for the ecmc^rt evening* 
It was a concert for the bene^ of a 
person patronised by Lady Dalrympl^. 
C^ course they must attend. It was r^alJy 
expeeted to be a good one, and Captain 
Wentworai was very fond o# nuisic. If 
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she could only have a few ioinutes coi>* 
versatioh with him again, sb.e'iancied ^he^ 
should he satisfied ; and a^ to the power, 
of addressing him she felt all over courage> 
if the opportunity Occurred. Elizabeth, 
had turned from him. Lady BiisseU ov'er- 
looked Jiim; her nerves were strength^ed; 
by these circumstances ; she felt that she 

owed him attention, 

- She hjid once partly promised Mrs. 
Smith to spend the evening with her ; but 

4 

in a short hurried call she excused herself 
and put jt off, with the mpre decided pro- 
mise of a longer .visit on the morrow. 
Mrs. Smith gave a most good-humoured 
acquiescence. ... . . ; 

. " By all.means^" said she; ** only tell 
me all ftbout it, when yon do come. Who 
is your party ?** 

.Anne named them all. Mrs.. Smith 
made no reply 3 but when she was leaving 
her, said, and .with an^ expression, half 
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serious, half arch, " Well^ I heartily wish 
your concert may answer; and do not 
fail me to-morrow if you can come; for 
I begin to have a foreboding that I may 
notjiave lAany more visits from you." 
. Anqe. was startled, andcenfused^.but 
after standing in «t moment's suspense,' 
was obliged, and not sorry to be obli^dy: 
to hurry away. - , r 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Si a Walter, his two daughters^ and 
Mrs. Clay^ weve the earliest of all their 
party, pt the rooms in^the evening; attd 
ad Lady Dalrympte hiust be waited for, 
they took their station by oore of t!he fires 
in the octagon room. But hardly were 
they so settled, when the door opened 
again, and Captain Wentworth walked in 
alone* ' Anne was the nearest to him, 
and making yet a little advance, she in- 
stantly spoke. He was preparing only 
to bow and pass on, but her gentle ^' How 
do you do ?'' brought him out of the 
straight line to stand near her, and make 
enquiries in return, . in spite of the for- 
midable father and sister in the back 
groniid. Their being in the back ground 
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W49 a «0frpQrl to Anne; she knew nothing 
of their looks, and felt equal to erexy thing 
which she believed right to be done. 

While they w^Fe speaking, a whisper- 
ifig between l^r £a.ther and BlisabetK 
Gftught her ear, Siie eould not distija- 
gtiish, bi»t she mQ9t guess the subject; 
and on Captain Wentworth's makihg a 
distant bow, she comprehended tkat her 
father had judged so well as to give hitn 
that simple acknowledgment :of acqjaaiut- 
ance, and she was just iu time by a si4e 
gincae to see a sKgbt curtsey from Eliga^ 
beth herselfl Tbis^ though late and re- 
lu€taiitaAdiUngFacious,wasyet betterthan 
nothings and her spirits improved* 

After talking however of rtie weather 
and Bath and the concert, their cotiv^rsa- 
tion began to feg, and so little was said 
at last, that she was expecting hiai to go 
exery moment; but lie did nets beseemed 
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in no hurry to leave her ; and presently- 
with reqewed spirit, with a little smile, a 
Uttle glow, he said, 

** I have hardly seen you since our day , 
at Lyme. I am afraid you must have 
suflfered from the shock, and the more 
from its not overpowering you at the 
time/' 

She assured him that she bad not. 

" It was a frightful hour,'* said he, *' a 
frightful day!'^ . and he passed his hand, 
across his eyes, as if the remembrance 
were still too painful; but in a moment 
half smiling again^ added, '^ The day has 
produced some effects however — has had 
some consequences which must be consi- 
dered as the very reverse of frightful,—- 
When you had the presence of mind to, 
suggest that Benwick would be the pro- 
perest person to fetch a surgeon,you could 
luive little idea of his being eventually. 
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one of those most concerned in her re- 
covery." 

" Certainly I could have none. But it" 
appea)*s — I should hope it would be avery 
happy match. There are on both sides 
go6d principles atid good temper.** 

** Yes/* said he^ looking not exactly 
forward — ** but there I think ends the 
re^semblance. With all my soul I wish 
them happy, and rejoice over every cir-' 
cumstance in favour of it. They have no' 
difficulties to contend with at home, lio 
opposition, no caprice, no delays. — ^The 
Musgroves are behaving likei themselves, 
most honourably and kindly, only anxious 
with true parental hearts to promote their 
daughter's comfort. All this is much, 
very much in favour of their happiness )■ 
more than perhaps—*' 

He stopped. A sudden . recollection 
seemed to occur, and to give him some 
taste of that emotion which was reddening 
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Anna's cheeks and fixing her eyes on the 
ground. — After clearing his throat, how*^ 
ever, he proceeded thus, 

** I confess that I do think there is a 
disparity^ too great a disparity^ and in a 
point no less e^s^tial than mind.— ->I re- 
gard Louisa !N{usgrove as a very aroiahle, 
sweeUtempered girl, and not deficient in 
understanding; but Ben wick is something 

« 

more. He is a clever man, a reading 
man — and I ponfess that I do consider hi« 
attaching himself to her, with some snr- 
prise* Had it been the effect of gratitude, 
l^ad he learnt to love her, because he be- 
lieved her to be preferring him, it would 
have been another thing. But I lutve no 
reason to suppose it so. It seenrs^ on the 
contrary, to have been a perfectly spon- 
taneous, untaught feeling on hi^ side, 
and this surprises me. A man likehim^ 
in his isituation ! With a heart pierced, 
wounded, almost broken! Fanny Harville 
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was a very superior qreature ; and his at- 
tachment to her was indeed attaebment. 
A man does not recover from such a de- 
votion of the heart to such a woman l^t^ 
He ought hot«--he does not,'' 
>/£kher from the consciousiiess^ how* 
ever^ that his friend had recovered, or 
from some other consciousness^ he went 
no farther ; and Anne^ who, in spilie of 
the agitated voice in which the latter t>art 
bad been uttered, and in spite of all the 
various noises of the room, the ah&ost 
ceaseless slam of the door, and ceasdess 
buzz of persons walkirig^.through, bad dis- 
tinguished every word, was struck, grati- 
fied, confused, and beginning to breathe 
very quick, and feel an hundred things 
in a moment. It was impossible for her 
to enter on . such a subject ; and yet^ 
after a pause, feeling the necessity of 
speaking, and having not the smallest 
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wish for a total clmnge, she only deviated 
so far as to say, < 

^ " Yon were a good while at Lyme, I 

** ABout d fortuigbt. Icould not leave 
it tiiL Louisa's doing well was quite ascer* 
tain^d. I had been ioo deeply concerned 
in the mischief to be soon at peace*- It 
had bieen : my doing~-s61eIy mine. She . 
would not have been obstinate if I had 
not .beijn weak. . The country round 
Lyme .is very line. I walked and rode a 
great deal ; and the more I saw, the more 
I found to admire." 

« 

•* I i^hould very niuch like to see Lyme 
ag«n,*^ said Anne. 

^ Indeed! I should not have' supposed 
tiiat you could have found any thing in 
Lyme, to intspire such a feeling. The 
horror and distress you were involved in-^ 
the stretch of mind^ the wpar of spirits !-r-I 
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should have thought your last impressions 
of Lyme must have been strong disgust.** 

'^<The last few hours were certainly 
very painful,*' replied Anne : ** but when 
pain is over, the remembrance of it often 
becomes a pleasure. One does not love 
a place the less for having suffered in it, 
unless it has been all suffering, nothing 
but suffering — which was by no means the 
case at Lyme. We were only in anxiety 
and distress during the last two hours ; 
andj previously, there had been a great 
deal of enjoyment. So much novelty and 
beauty ! I have travelled so little, that 
every fresh place would be interesting to 
me^— but there is real beauty at Lyme: 
and in short"" (with a faint blush at some 
recollections) ** altogether my impressions 
of the place are very agreeable/* 

As she ceased, the entrance door opened 

again, and the^ very party appeared for 

-whom they were waiting. " Lady Dal- 
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rjmple. Lady ' Dalryrriple/* was the re*- 
jpioing sound % and with all the eagerness 
compatible with anxious elegance. Sir 
Walter and his two ladies stepped forward 
to meet lier. Lady Dairy mpk and Mis^ 
Carteret, escorted by Mr. £lliot and 
Colonel Wallis, who had happened to ar- 
rive nearly at the same instant, advanced 
into the room* The others joined them, 
and it was a group in which Anne found 
herself also necessarily included. She wa3 
divided from Captain Wentworth. Their 
interesting, alniost too int^resting conver- 
sation must be broken up for a time; biit 
slight was the penance compared with th& 
happiness which brouglil it on ! Sbe had 
learnt, in the last ten n^inutes, more of his 
feelings towards Louisa, more of all bts 
feelings, than she dared to think of ! and 
she gave herself up to the demands ofxhe 
piirly, to the needful civilities of the 
momeht» with exquisite^ though agitated 
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sensatioos. She was in good humour with 
all* She had received ideas which dis^ 
ppsed her to be courteous and kind to all, 
and to pity every one, as being less happy 
than herself. 

The delightOil emotions were a little 
subdued,when, on stepping back from the 
group, to be joined again by Captain 
Wentworth, she saw that he was gone. 
She was just in time to see him turn into 
the concert room. He was gone — he bad 
disappeared : she felt a moment's regret* 
But '^ they should meet again. He would 
Jook for her«;-be would find her out long 
before the evening were over — and at 
present, perhaps, it was as well to foe 
asunder. She was in need of a little inter- 
val for recollection." 

Upon Lady Russell's appearance soon 
afterwards, the whole party was collected, 
and all that remained,, was to marshal 
themselves, and proceed into the concert 
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room; and be of all the consequence in 
iheir power, draw as many ej^es, excite 
^s many wbispers> and disturb as maoy 

people as they could 

Very, very happy were both Elizabeth 
and: Anne 01iot as they walked in. Eliza- 
beth, arm in arm with Miss Carteret, and 
looking on the broad back of the dpwager 
Viscountess Dal rj^mple before her, had 
nothing to wish for which did not seem 

within her reach ; and Anne-- but it 

jwould be an insult to the nature of Anne's 
felicity, to draw any comparison between 
it and her sister's ; the origin of one all 
. selfish vanity, of the other all generous 
attachment. v 

Anne saw nothing, thought nothing of 
the brilliancy of the room. Her happiness 
was from within. Her eyes were bright^ 
and her cheeks glowed, — but she. knew 
nothing about it.- She was thinking only 
of the last half hour, and as they passed to 
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their seats, her mind foo)c a hasty raug^ 
.over it.' . Ht« choice of »ul>ject8» his ex- 
piie$s^ton&, and still more his mamier and 

§ 

Jieok, li^d been such as^slve could see ia 
0^y onfe light. His opinion of Loaitia 
'Musgrov^e's inferiority, an opinion which 
-he had s&emed soiii^itous to g;ive, his woa* 
der at .Captain fienwick^ his feelings aa to 
.-a iirBt, strong attachment, — sentences he- 
gun which he could nlot finish — his half 
stverted eyes, and more than half expres- 
sive glance,*— all, all declared that he' had 
a 'heart relarning to her at least; that 
anger, reseiittn^it, avoidance, w^re no 
.more 5 and that they were succeeded, not 
merely by friendship and regard, b«t'by 
vthe t€^i«feerftess of X he pa&t ; yes, soQieishare 
jof the tenderness of the past. Sb^ could 
iiot contemplate the change afr implying 
Jaw. — Hetnustiove her. 

These were thoughts, with their attend- 
ant visioi^, which occupied and flurried 

VOL. IV. I 
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her too tnudi io leave her auy power itf 
observation; and she passed along the 
room without having a glimpse of him, 
'without even trying to discern him. 
When their places were detemrined on, 
and they were all properly arranged, dife 
looked round to see if he should happen 
to be in the same part of the room, but*he 
was not, her eye could not reach him 5 
and the concert being just opetimg, she 
must consent fbr a time to be hkppy in 
»an htirabler wav. 

The party was divided, and disposed of 
on two contiguous benches : Anne Wd6 
among those on the foremost, and Mk. 
£tlft>t had manoeuvred so well, with the 
assistance of his friend Cokmd WalKk, m 
'to^ have a seat by her. * Miss £3tiot, sun* 
.rout)ded by her cousins, afid the pti&cipid 
object of Colonel Walhys gallantry. Was 
quite contented. 

Aone^s mmd was in a most favourafttte 
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Tor Uie.eiE^ePtaiQiiuent of the even ing : 
J* ^* just Qccupation enoiij^h : sbe b9d 
feelings for the tender^ spirits for^the gajr, 
att^tion for the scientific, and patience 
£>r the wearisome; and had never liked a 
concert better, at least during the first act. 
Towards the close of it, in the interyal 
Wfceeding an Italian song, she explained 
the 'woi;ds of the song to Mr. Elliot.— 
.They bad a concert bill between them. 

" This," said she, " is nearly the sen^e, 
or rather the meaning of .the words, for 
^ertain\y the sense of an Itahan love-song 
must not be talked of,-r-but it is as nearly 
the ppe^nvng as I can give \ for 1 ,do 
;not pretend tp understand the language. 
I am a verjr poor Italian scholar." 

" Yes, yes, I- see you are* 1 see you 
l^nownothit^g. of. the matter. Y<)u have - 
QOly knowledge enough of the language, 
to translate at sight these inverted^ Irans- 
.posed^ curtailed Italian lines, into clear, 

i2 
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comprehensibjie, elegant Ehglisli. Jjtotl 
tieed not say anything more of your igno- 
rance.— ^Here is complete proof," 

"I will not oppose siich kind politeness; 
but I should be sorry to be examined by 
Br real proficient. ** ■ ^ 

** I have not had the pleasure of visiting 
in Camden-place so long," replied he, 
** without knowing something of Miss 
Anne Elliot; apd Ido regard herasonb 
%vbo is too modest, for the world in general 
to be aware of half her accomplishments, 
and too highly accomplished for modesty 
to be natural in any other woman/' 

** For shame ! for shame ! — this is too 
much of flattary. I forget what we are to 
have next,*' turning to the bilL 

^^ Perhaps/' said Mr. Elliot, speaking 

* 

low, *' I have had a longer acquaintance 

with your character than you are aji^areof." 

** Indeed ! — How so ? You can have 

i^een acquainted with it oi^Iy since I came 
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to ^0'h^ excepting te you might hear me 
j>reviously spoken of in my own family*** 
: ** I knew you by report long before ybu 
Came to Bath. . I had beard you described 
by those who knew you intimately. I 
have been acquaijated with you by chstrac* 
ter many yeara. Your person, your dis- 
position, ajbcomplishments, manner--^they 
wer^ all desci*Jbed, they were all present 

tpme.'V 

Mr. Elliot wa^ not disappointed in the 

interest he hoped to raise. No one can 

withstand the charm of such a mystery* 

To have been described long ago to a re- 

cent acquaintance, by namdesf^ people, is 

irresistible; and Anne was all curiosity. 

She woudeared, and questioned iiim eager* 

ly — but in- vain. He delighted in being 

asked, but he would not tell. 

** No^no~-some time or other perhaps, 

but not now. He would mention no 

names now ; but toeb, he. oimld. assure 
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her> had been t^e itx%. He badf ^Hlby 
years ago received such' a description of 
Miss Anne Elliot, as ha^ inspired Utoi 
with the highest idea of her nierit> and 
excited the warteest curiosity to khcrw 
her/' 

Anne conld think of no one so likely t^ 
have spoken with partiality of her many 
years ago, as the Mr. Wentworth, of 
Monkford, Captain Wentworth's brother.- 
He might have been in Mr* EllietVcom* 
pany, bat she had not courage to ask the* 
question. • * 

« The name of Anne Elliot/' said he, 
^^ has long had an TOterestiag sound to ' 
nie» Very long has it possessed a ebaf at 
over rtiy fancy ; and, if I dared, I would 
bVeathe my wishes that the name mrght* 
never change.** 

Such she believed were his worde ) but « 
scffc^y had she received their sound, than 
her atteni&on was cAught: by other saunda 
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mm^ffixBtafy fariiiod ber^ which rendered 
^very thing eke trivial. . Her fatiudt and 
I^f Dalrym pie were speaking. 

** A welUooicing man,'' said Sir Walter^ 
." a very weU-rlooking man.'* 

*' A very fine young man indeed T* 
Mid Lady Dalrymple. . 'f More air than 
one often sees in Bath.^-r*Irisb, I dace say." 

** Noj I just know hisr name, A howl- 
ing, acquaintanoe. WentworCh — JCaptain 
D^ent worth of the navy. His sister .mar* 
ried my tenant, in . Somersetshire)*— the 
Croft^ who rents Kellyiich," 

Be^wr? Sis Walter had reached this point, 
Anne's eyes ^hadcaugh^ the rightdi re<^ioiH 
and distinguished Captain Wentwprti^ 
standing among a elmter of men at a little 
diBfeancei. As hef eyes fell on hkn^ hi* seeHN* 
ed to be withdrawn from her. It had that 
apfie^ti^ance. It seemed as if fbe hlMd been 
one momeiftt too laie ^ and as lotKg as sht 
darod ohserveyhe did nob look a^a$L;^ btii 
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the peiformance , wa!s rei*c6irinienciii|^i^:4 
she wa*^ forcekl to seem to restore her ai^ 
tent ion to the orchestra, and look str«ght 
forward. 

When she could gi?e an<^er gkince, 
he bad mo^ed away* He could not have 
leome nearer to her if he woold ; she was 
so fiurroiinded asd ^but in. : but she wouM 
ratber have caught^ his eye. 
) Mr. ¥^liot^« speech too distressed h^n 
•She had no lohger any inclination toi talk 
to hiqn. •She'iwisbed bim notso near ben 

The first aCt.Wiks over. Now-slie Ik>{k^'9 
ior sQine beoidbiai change $ aild, albtfr a 
period of tiotbing^saying- amongst this 
party, ^om^ of theiKi did d^cid^ on gofif^^ 
til: quest of tea. >Ame was Kme of the few 
wibodid notxAoose towofe.! She r^maiieA 
in.ber se^, asd so did Lady JRussell j^Hm 
«tie had the pleasure of getting rid of A|lr» 
fiUjolb.; and.^ did i9«ii Qtean, > whafte^mir 
she might ioei.oa Lakiy Bad^aott'Hrdoctuitff^ 
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|^:«hr{i|l(.A*om con]ifeivstM;iod with :Captwin 
WentWQt%h, if he gave her. the opportu- 
nity. She was persuaded by Lady Riis? 
sell's countenance that she had seep him* 

He did not come hotvever. Anne some- 
times fancied she discerned him at a dis^ 
stances but be.nerer came. The anxious 
interyal wore away unproductively. . The 
others return Qd» the room, filled «g9aiu 
betiches were reclaimed and rc^possessed, 
9nd another hour of pleasure or of penance 
}¥ji» to .be set. out, another hour of music 
was to give delight <ur the gapes^ as real or 
nflfected. jbMtefor it ^e^vailed. To Apncj 
it chiefly wore the prospect of an bour of 
i^tation* . Sbejcould.not quit that rocka 
in peace, witlio^t seting Captain Went* 
worth cince more, withoif t-tbe. iater change 
of one t friendly look. 

In re-settling thepaselve^ tiiere'were 
n^w aiiny . ohangqst Uie result of which 
wtaafaMonUe lor! brr« . Colon^fl Wattb 

i5 
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dediiiea sittifig dowti again, ab<l'%C^» 
Elltot wffs inritcid by ERaabetfc ^ttd Miis 
Curteret, in a manner ttot to be reftiied, 
to sit between theiii } and by some othd^ 
removals, and a little scheming of her 
own, Anne was enabled to place herself 
flinch nearer the end of the bench than she 
had been before, much more wHhfn'reach 
of a passer-by. She could not do ^o, with- 
out comparing be rsdf with Miss Lai-oBes, 
the inimitable Miss Larolies^— but still shl» 
did it, and not with much happier effec^t; 
though by what seeufied prosp^ity in tfil^ 
shape of an early abdication in hisr next 
iireighbours^ she found herself at the^ Very 
end of the bench before the concert cIoie<i« 
Such was hier aitc»*ion, with a. '^racant 
space at hand, When Oaptaia Wratworth 
iiras again in sight. Slie saw htm not fdkr 
oft He saw her too; yi^t he fodied gftfre^ 
and seem/ed irresc^ut^^ and only by Yery 
dUnw 'degree oame 9it hist near e»cni|^ 1» 
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Ipeak to berf She felt thai something 
ibust'be the matter^ The change was 
iiidubitaUe, The difference between his 
present air and what it had been in the 
octagon room was strikingly gfreat.— Why 
was it? She tbonght of her fatheff— of 
Lady Rnssel}. Could there have l)e6n 
any unpleasant glances } He began' by 
speaking of the concert, grarely ; more 
}ikethe CaptainWentworth of Uppercross; 
owned himself disappointed, had expected 
better singing } and, in short, must con* 
jiess that he ^M>nld not be sorry when' it 
was over. Anne replied, and spoke' in 
defence of the performance so well, and 
yet in allowance for his feelings, so plea* 
saatly, that his couidtenance improved^ 
and he replied again with almost a smtter 
Th^y talked for a few minutes more ; the 
Ifuprovement held ; be even looked dowp 
towards the beiicb^ as if be saw. a place on 
U well worth occupying ^ wjieo^ at. that 
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iQOOient^.a touch on. her sbouldj^r j^l^ig^^ 
Anne to tnrn.ro^ndc-^It came frQiD>>M^r« 
Elliot. He begged her pardon, but; sb^e 
mlist be a}>plied to, to ; explain Ijtalian 
again. Miss Carter^et was very aDXJMWY 
to ha?e a general idea of wha| was; nssK$ 
tp be sung. Anne coold not refuse ; haf 
never had she saerifiped to. politeness with 
;mpre«oflering.pmt, 

A few minutes, though as fewas posf 
sible, were inevitably consusoed ; aiid 
.whenher own mistress again, whenablf 
to f uru and look as she had done before^ 

« 

fihe found herself accostj^;. by Caplniii 
Wentworth, in a reserved ye| hgrrie^ $f^ 
9i farewell. *^ He must wish h^r g#od 
iiiig^t He was going — ^he shpuld jk* 
l^me as fast as h^ could." 

i 

'* Is not this song worth stpymg fyf ? -/ 
Mid Anne, suddenly struck . by an idm 
{whifih made her yet more avxioua |U> h^ 
enoowagiogi 



** No !" he replied impreasively, •* there 
is nothing worth my staying for;'' and b^ 
was gone directly. 

Jealousy of Mr^ Elliot I It was the 
<Nlily intelligible motive* Oamain Wmt* 
W9fliijmlousof'h^raffectjonJ .Coif^sbf^ 
}\ame believed it ji. week ago — th,reeL hmxp; 
agp ! For a monvent the gratifioa^ioi^^ 
^as exquisite* ; Butalas ! tb^e werq jfityf 
differei^t tiipfigbts to. succeed. HofW w:a^ 
a^H^JealoMSy to be quieted ? How was the 
Irutb to re^h him p How, in all tlie pe^* 
Ci^^r disadvantages of their respeotiv;^, 
fiffis^ons^ wojold be e^er learn Jier real 
M^timen (§ ? It . was misej*y . to thi^k <^ 
}ir^ . EUiot's attentions. — ^Their «vil wi^ 
k|(a)€ttbl;aew . 
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CHAPTER IX. 

* AifM£'recoflected with pleasure ifae naii^t 

ttortinlg heir promise bf going to Mfsu 

f \ • ■ - 

Smith ; fueaning that it should engage her 

from horne at the time wjien Mn l^liet 

vKoald be most likely to call ; for to avoi<l 

Hn EHiot was almost a first object. ' 

She felt a great deal ofgood wiU to« 

ifalds him. In i^ite of the mischidT of # 

las attentions^ she owed him gratitude anit 

regard, perhaps compassion. She could 

• ^ * 

act- heltp thinkinfg mticfa of the extm* 
ordinary circumstances attending -their 

r 

aoqpiaintance I of the ^ight which be 
seemed to hare to interest her^ by everjf 
thing in situation, by his own sentimeatSj 
by hi^ eiu4y prepossession* It was a}tO« 
gether very extraordinary.^— Flattering^ 
but painfuU There was much to regret. 
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Hoff she might have felt> h&d there be6n 
noillaptaiti WentWorth in the case^ was 
not worth enquii^y j fbr^ there was a Cap* 
tain Wentworth : and be the conclusion 
^the present fecidpeiise good or b^^ her. 
dFeeti^n would be hift ft^r ever. Tbei# 
union, she belteved, could not divide ke# 
iti^re from other men, than Iheir finlit 
leparatfom 

Prettier musings of high-wroogbt l6v# 
Md eternal constancy, could never hairs 
pass^ along, the streets of Buth, thatt 
Itone was sporting witli from Camdle#^ 
plaoi^ to Westgate^buiklings. Itwas«)4 
MfiH enough to spread ^puHficatfon und 
p^fhttile all the way. 
' Sh4 was sure of a pleasant reception ; 
mi hei friend seemed this mdming JMii^ 
tieutarly obliged tu. her for comin|;^ seetiied 
iMMxily to hare expected her, though it 
bad been an appmntment. > 
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of tbe: cpfic^f t wep^ qu^te iiappy eii9i|gb 
fp aniQ^ate hcf? ie<ttnre^, afld iq^k^e Her re^ 
^e !tft, );a)^ <>f iU : All tM: rfi^ CQuld te|t 
^e told 4aii03t gl^Iy ; bnt tha:aU was littkt 
|by|?,ofi9 who bad been th^re, and unsfttis^ 
fai:tpry /df sMch an enquirer as Mrs; Smitb^ 
who had already beard^ through t:be;sbort 

Qi|t of; a.kwidresis mid ;a wmteri» rcitber 
jgiM^ of. $be:geni5rsil success and: produce 
9i:iH ^y^iitig than Anne could relatei 
9f^ i\vbo ftpw. a&ked ^in vain, for sey:a?^ 
{)Wr(icnI»rs ojFthe company. Every body 
9iAny, cpM^uence or notorijsty in BtiAfa 
was well known by name to Mrs. JSmkh^ 
; ::•* -The little Purands were there, loon- 
eiinie^" raid; she^:^^ with.tbeir mouths:opeit 
to ^^ch the; moaic';. like unfledged spar-' 
rOWp iwidy tO: be fed* . They never miss. a 
concert/' 



X ** ^f». J did notice itfaem mj^self, but 
f he^ird Mr. Blltot say ttey yriere ia the 



roona,"^ 



. ^* The Ibbotson^^^were they there? and 
the two neW: be^ijities^ with ilietaJV Irish 

• « 

officer, wh6\is talked ofifbpr ^ne ottbem." 
.**fdt>not kniow.-r^I do not fliink they 



were.** 
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Old ,Lady Mary Maclean ? I need 
Iiot aMc after her. . She never misses^. I 
know; and you must have sei^n her* She 
mwt have been in your own circle^ for as 
you went with Lady Dalrymple/you were 

s 

in 1;lie s^ts of , grandeur. J round ;Uie or*- 
C^stra:, of course/* : . 
( . ^No« that was what I dreaded, .It would 
hiafe been!very unpieasaiit-toVne in every 
respect. But happfly* Laily Dalrymphi 
always cIlQbses tb be farther off ; a^ud we 
were exceedingly well phiced*— tliat is for 
hearing f' I must not say .for seeing, be* 
eause i appear to havisf seen «ery lfttle/^l 
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" :Oh i jou saw eiloagb feir yisttr 6ym 
atilusemeat**— r can tioderitaiid* * Tber# 
is a sort of domestic enjoyment to he 
koown even in a- crowd» and' this yoii had* 
You were a large party in yourselfesj and 
you wanted natbing beyond/* 

" But I ought to havek>oked about me 
more,'' said Anne, conscious while she 
spoke, that there bad in fact been no want 
of jooking about ; that tbe^^bjedto^ly had 
been deficient. 

** No, no— you were better employed* 
You need not tdl me tba^ yon had a plefttt 
saat evening* I 4ee it in your eye. 4 
perfectly see how the hours passed-^lbat 
you bad always something agr^^iU^ to 
listen to. In the iatepyals of the concert^ 
it was colu^ersation/' 
. Anne half smiled and said^ '^Do y^i 
see that in my eye ?*' 

'* Yes, I do. Youi! countetiaftQe peri* 
fe6tly iAfipr«iSifii0 tfiat ! you were. iti ^nm-^ 
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pwqr kst night w»th. the person^ whomr 
fmt tUnk tlie most agreeable mthe Mrorldy 
Ibe person who interests you ai thi» pre- 
sent lime, B!iare tkan all the rest of the 
vorld put together." . . 

A blush overspread:Anne^s ebeeks« She 
eould aay noihtng. 

/ ^ And suoh being the case," continaed 
Mrsb Smith, after a short pause^'^^^ i hop6' 
fom belinve libat I do know how to ^aUie 
your kindness in coming to niie this morn«/ 
iag^ It is reaHy viery good* of you to 
come and sit with me, when yon must 
have so* Aeny pleasanter* demaods iip6n 
yoof time/' ^ ' ^ 

I ^A^ne heard nothing t>f this<' 4M)e wa» 
still in the astonish Atent and coi^fasioA^ 
exciCed by lier fpiend'i penetration, nn- 
abKs to imag^ine htwv anyM^jj^Wt ef^CJi^ 
tain Wentworth could hate I'eached her.^ 
Aflb^r another shdrt sileho^*— 

^« PrtiyJ** said Mn. Smith, •*!« Mr, El*i 
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Mat a^v;are of your ' aoquairitailett ^itb 
me ? Dod& he Icnow that I am in Bath P*. 
• *VMr. EHiotP* repeated Anne, looking 
ap surprised.: A moment's .reflection 
shewed her the mi^fake she had been* 
linden She caught it instantaneously ; 
and, recovering courage with the £eeling 

m 

of safety, i^boa. added, more composedly, 
*•* are you acquainted with Mr. Elliot?** 

' " I have been a' good deid aTCcpiainted 
with him," replied . Mrs. Smith, gravelyv 
^f but it se^iBs worn; o^ now* It is a 
great while si^pe we miert..!* 

.^*'i wa3 net at ail Mrare ^f ikisi^ Yoa 

» 

never mentioned it before. Hd%l I kfiowti 
it^ I would have h^ the plelaoare of 
bulking to him about y<^ii/' 
. *^ To coofesa the truth,** ^id Mrs. 
Smith) assuming her uiual air of cheM>^. 
f^liies^ *^ that is exiactly the pleasure I: 
want you ta.h^ve. I want you to UA% 
ab<mt iKIe M Mr. JBHiiJf , \ iC want y^tlr in. ^ 



Mr^t'Vidti him*' :l)e WQ.be^of essenita} 
Mhrice to me; antltf jroa wbbid ha^eUie 
gooA&esB, my dear Miss ElKot, to make 
it .an object >td yoursei^ of course it is 

^ I should b^ extremely bappy^J 
hope you cannot doubt my willingness 
to be of even the slightest use to you,** 
replied Anne; **'but Isuspect that you are 
considering me a^ having a higher <;laidi 
on Mr. Elliot'— a greater right to in* 
fluence him, than is really the ease. I 
am sure you have» somehow or oth^r, im-^ 
bibed such a notion. You miist cdnsider 
me only as. Mr. EUiot's relation* If in 
that light, if there is any tiling wfaich 
you suppose his cousin might fairly ask 
of' him, I beg you would not hesitate to 

Mrs. Smith gfeve her a penetrating 
glance, and theuy smiling^ said, 
** I have been a littk premature^ J per* 



wive. I begi jmm .pardon, i oii^ to 
li^ve wmteA for official inforomttoft. 0Ht 
ii0w^ «iy dear Miss Elliot^ n» an oM 
frieiK), tio give me a trint ^as to when I 
may speak. Next week ? To be sMre by 
pex% week I may be allowed to thiak it 
jkll ,6eitjed, wf^d. build. Qvy owo selfish 
sc;heme3 oo Mr. EUic/t^s good lbrtime.f ': 
. . ** No," replied A nnei ^^ nor.floxt weel^ 
spr ; aexi;, myif mst%. I aasure .yoa Hat 
opIhiQg of tihe sQ^t ycMi are ttaiakiiig of 
y ill be settM ^ny week, il aaa not ginng 
to marry Mr. fiUi^t. . I 9hiiuld iifeetAo 
jjcpow why you io|agi^ie I ^m*" 
. , Mrs. ^mith \^^ at her ag^jn, Jpol^ifl 
jQ^r^esUy, flini\ed*. phpf^ ,h^ hea4k »Dd 

. '' >Npw». how. I dp niisb I ua^fW^od 
yoxi ! How I do wish I kne^ iwbort )HH1 
w^re a,t I I have a gret|t idea tl^t j<ra do 
not design t<> be Qfw^^, wh^n ;tbe rigjbjt 
BwmeDfcjcomes- TiJl.ifc do^a ^9m^ yw 



iamm^tmA wianiNi'iMMrt ntMti to havk 
Mi^ b0df «i .It'is.atUiDg of course among 
rm^ tlia't evary man. is nefosed^^UI he 
^4er$(. Bofe wihjr.shoald yon be cruel? 
^Liefe ^n^ plettd for mj-r^^^Mresent friend ( 
iGSilnot <sftU bm»~»biBt for ^my former 
friend. Where can you lode for a m<H>e 
^uitaUe matoh? Where could you ex)^ 
.petA a. more gentlemaQitke, agreeable 
watmi (Let tme irecaommend Mr. .Ellibt 
J aas sore- ycm liear tiothing but good df 
-iaam from Colonel Wallis ; and who t^an 
ien<m htm father than Cdloirel .Waltis ?V 

<« My dear Mrs; iSmiiih; Mr. Elliot'b 
^vrtfe haa WA been dead aduch above rhalf 
^ yeah He ought not to be sappeised 
to be paying* his addresfses to any one/' 
• '«''Oh! if th€tee are yoor only 6bjec* 
^AiDtos/' cried Mfs. Smith, archly, '^ Mt. 
•MKot i» safe, and I shall give myself nd 
^^pfe trouble about h tin. Bo not forget 
ttii^ when you are 'marri^, that's ali 
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-Let faim kooii/i loerto be«firi«iH^t»f |ifMr4 

aod Iken be will think IHtte of the UabiMk 

•r^uire^i which it is veiry natural' for Jim 

now, \v4th so manj vzffBira and engi^g^ 

hients of his own, tor avoid ^nd gotriAsif 

-Bs he can*««-verj natQFal, perhapob Niosigp^ 

nine out of a hundred woitid 6b the saan^ 

Of course, he cannot be aware of ibe4io- 

[idrtance: to me. WfAl^.m^' 4ear Mn^ 

JSiliot, I hope and truat you will be reey 

happy. Mr. Elliot has sense to undef- 

tttand the value of such a woman. Ywk 

peace wiirnot' be {shipwrecked . as mnJt 

has been.' ' Y6u *it*e safe in all woridly 

TBatters, and safe in bis character. He 

will not be' led astray, he l#ill .fio^^ hf 

misled by otbers to his ruiii." f * * 

*^ No," said Anne, " I tfan - rti^dHy 4>e* 

Jieve all that of my codmnL HeseMia 

to have a cairn, deeicfed tempier^ not at ail 

open' to datf^eroas impt^asioilfu 1 eM<* 

iider^fatm with gr«t reapect.- I Ham no 



<!i9itiAn . my. obtefvnihnt to do. 9i\m» 
Hrjse* Out I ^fe not kuowQ hifn l<Hlf i 
anfl he is not a mao, I tbink^ to, be l^if^wp 
4irtiiB»^jF MOD. , Will j|o^ (his maQH^ 
<^ «0ie^kjag of biiii» Mk9. Smith, copYinc^ 
"jrojo: that he is nothimig to. me? Surely> 

s 

lp^r:word# he. is iioti^iiig. to me« Should 
he ever propose. :(q me (wbiqh I jhq^i^ 
jrery liHfas rea«)n.to. isKagjne be h«$ any 
thought of doing), I shall hot accept 
fctfQ.. , I Ms^rf you I s^l npt. I fsaure 
:yott.Mr« S^liot had not the ^sbare which 
'3fOu have b^^n wpposij^g, in whatever 
fileasure the cpiHiert. of bist aiglit might 
^ord :-^not Mr* fiU^ot ^ it ^Si not Miv 
aSUiot.that-rr 



It, r 
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< .^e 9^9P^* cegvct^ing with » i4#^ 
Uurfl th^t 4ie had implied sp fftttph j». bti^ 
kss wq^idbaitdly hftve b<eeii 4ii|loieat 
Mi^ SmiUi would hardly have befi^ired 

VOL. IV. K 



tkti^pereeptidii ol^«be«e being aWMMMly 
it/ilt. As^ it' wa$> she^ instoatly rafbmitttti, 
«iiid with all the semblanoe of'Be^ittg iio« 
Hmg beyond s find Ahne, eager. t^«MiBt»e 
^fftbeiv li«4r»ee, wu kfipatiettt^ to- liaa<yw 
^by Mrs. Smilh «boidd have fanei^ih^ 

. 4 

^wafl- to marry •!&* fittiM, wh«ite ^he cotil4 
have recced the ideas ^r ^frate WhOM 
nbeceuki have beard it. 
'. <^ Der teil me how it ^rtt came inti^ 
yOttf head/' 

'< It first x^aatie mto my head/' > rcfflM 
Mrs. Smithy ^^^upoii fi«diEg-haW^ itfMk 
you were togetfaef^ .and Aidiag it to lie 
ihe moat probable tfauig^ ia the woiMtt 
be wiidiedfor byeverybeiply belongkig to 
either of you;, and you may depenfl 
'^pon 4t «bat a)} yoar acquaim;atec#(fa»re 
4UsJp<>S4Ml of you 4n.tbe tsame Wi^. ^ But I 

njever'vheard-'it'' i^>olcien/ofJ tiU^^bwO' di^ 
ago*'* ' , -^ ' •' ". . , . 



• » 
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^ And has it.itidmdi ke%ti$piAstve^^gf^'* 
.*< 15*8 {jroti 6lbserve ihe^woiskAi Who 
Hie ddot- 1& yoa^ i^hen yak c$XM:' 

' >*^Wo. Wa* hot it M«. St)eedi m: 
vtfiMI'^^ or the y»«iffl?/'I <9dbieiv^i»a*op0c 

" It was my friend, Mrs. Rooke^^^itrse 
Rliok^^i#ii0, by the byi Had^ a great tu- 
ftioMty to ;sei»* yoy^'ismd was^ddl^ted to 
l3R3;iiktti^,^f[^<tonQtf'y<m!ili^ 1^ eame 
nwny (torn Maribwoiigta^tnitldiDg^ ) otily^ 
iii 8uiday j anA^ 4h4^ H wb$ who -toid me 
yon nidbe^td ^tnmf Mf.oSX&ck.. ' > Ste^ bad 
had it from Mrs. Wallis herself, wlitetl 
did ttdt geimi-kui aliHi^fitjr; : ^he sit 'an 
hoor with me on Moi|dey^eaingi and 
gave me the whole history/' * • : " 
* 1'«»^nM«^Iii>hiMory f^ rtepeated Adhe, 

ft 

lai^iiriigJ^ ^'i^'Siie teMildinotDhafeek' vfery 
long history, I think, c^ diie> Midi >^ll 

'articte o#fuilfobi«dedii»«ws.*^ - . > 

K 2 



Mrs. Stoith said nothiMg/ 

!* BoV; TOnfinued Anne, prewently, 
^ tftfough there 10 no truth in my liftvta^ 
this claim on Mr. Elliot, I should be i«# 
tremely bi^ppy to be of ii5¥'to.yaii,*ift 
any way tbut I could. - ShaU I mentis to 
him your being in Bath? SfaaH I take any 

message?''' : . 

«< No, I thlwk ym : hOi ^ertamly noti 
In the wariftthof fbe:n9Mieftt^ and «ndkr 
a mitttdk^ impromoO) [Itini^, perhaps, 
h&ye ^deitfoiuNi to.iater!M& you in tome 
cwcMBstMioes. ■ Bol . not. nqw : ' m^ r I 
^tk you,.{ liMle.ijathingio ttomhh jiwt. 

ytm:' '..■ .-.: rif .■■■'. :. ■- ~. ■ ' 
.**>!. tMotc ypii 9p0lse: of hami^ Imoiib 

Mr, Blii»t vmyytmir 

' "I did." ".- • ■: ,: / •■ .!.: . ••- 
*«, Y69 ;: he* iras Bfll iMutittd wkm. 1 

s 

kneur Jbim fint" , 
** And^-were y«ii mmk mffuivitaii*! 



«* ilotmprfely;^ 

< ^ifafafld ! Ttnqn.xlb' t#U .pe w}mt he 
wem^Bk that time of life.. I bave a great 
Otfawi^'ko know what Mr. Ellipt ifas a^ 
a^Verj^yoMiigriMUi. Waa he at all audi 

^ ^ I hme'moV ie^ ij^r... Elliot these 
three years," was Mrs, Smithes answer^ 
gireh soigrav^y.tbatat was Hkijpossibli *to 
fNEMrne' the atihject firther^aiid«4iine felt 
,that ishe iMid. gained nothiag but ian.iat 
^^cmse df ouriosiiy*. They .Were both si^ 
leot^Mn. Smith ^^^ ^hattghtfiiL At 

*^ I beg your panrdon, my dekr Miw 
SUiot/' Ae 4:riedf jin. herA«ktural totoe of 
boifdiality, '* i hegrymr pwdoK for liee 
^bort amw«r$ I have been giving' you, 
Iwt r I 'hay e beau imoeitaui: vfrhat J.- diigfat 
: puf, doti I' bane he^ daubtipg and ert)6»- 
derinig as to wlMt.I ouflbt.tp. teU.^you. 
P#Mf:¥f4fa umv lhiiiga4at.keildieBa into 



Uie account. One hate^'.ti(>. bCioffi&MiSy 
to! be. gii^ng ibmd inq^g^&iOAi» iimiking 

fanMj^iiKidil . ieettKi /Worth' (p rfate f M igi 
tfaottgU.: tfaero nmjf bemaihiagirdtiMbhi 
beneath* However^ I ^iMoe rieifmiif^dt 
I tUtik I am j%hti; I thMk yoti i^t%bt 
tD;he viade i«ri|uahi&dfirkhJdEr^ EW^ 
idai obatMlerw Thooi^ I &iU)rc;MififiN» 
fbfltt^ afc jireaBn|>^yitolaay^:frtrt^tlMijri^ 
intentaoti;t6f mMefAiigiikm^rti^Kist^ 

iiteie jfisMB QBoAeiv^ dififeitfi^ tafieatad 
towards him. Hear the truth> tbnejbr*, 
Bov^ whfle you .vti »iipfq|iidH)6d Mr* 
XUkt jil( a flna ^h^iifc.heaA 6r{ciiKi^ 
arfisnod} afjdeagBMig»iiifittly» cold4doi<idad 
tfesing, who thioid aaljr of bimittf ; ivrJHi^ 
ht jfais . ctaxh . JMJtewt- . or toaae^ would >t W 
gattty of- any Ofiiiilt5Sy 4ir jm;^ tJ^eaoUery^ 
that GdQldcb&^riPetk-filQdj^fthoAiit ?iibtiif 
hlsigoMinil 4hwaa|0r4:i 9«^<itiaiKKfteiiiag 






4M 

iwgiiet' «ii4 dfiei^iWttlMiM %\m ^atatleii 
^empttmlipti4 lie i$- totally. bejren^tlM 
s«Mih' of ftny sftatitcioiit . -^f jtutioe <tt- 

ampmmn* Oh.! 4i* if IMc u bmt^ 
|m)11«w and bteckiT . 

^ « 

: ^* My fOLfcei^otiii ttaftte; yod* Yett 
«Hi«£ aUoAv for «n;i^|af)44^ aSfS!^ Irimaiib 
Sufc I iffill tl*y M oammmsd li»ysd€ I 
jriU rn^ Bhme hm^ I will ealy tfeli ymi 
wlmt I iKtvte foudd bi«l4 Tactd i4iiJI 

ddiir Mu}1>Aa<i^ «iho tBiMtod mid. loved Uxoi 
Mud (iMugM, h»fti90 g<«>d>^ ¥m84li& Ilk? 
itkUtimay IumI 1^«^ '^nmed ]^ft)rei ^9X 

ffiends J <»<* I, tooj, Iwaawf . eif^emv^ 



tu 



tm hi«iBM «»MuoQ of luiii. At iimeteeir» 

» • V r ^ 

yo« know, one d400 iio^ think yery $0^ 

' Hoiifily, biit Mr* ItSNiot app^ar^ to .:iM 

i^uite as gQio4 as otbers,^ and much mor« 

agreeable than mostetherd^ and we-werei 

ahMost alwaysr togertiep. * ' ^e were prio^ 

qipally in town^ livingin very good 8tyle« 

He was then the^ioAriosoft cihmiaiutiBitibeii^ 

he^a9 then the poor <mef he had tthAo^ 

bers in the Temple^ and it wtfsiasrniaoh^^^ 

he could' do to mfip(»t the appeai>>tiici^of 

a gsttdevmn* JSe h^ dways a;*hoi|i|# 

with US whenever he chose it^ he* was^al-* 

Wi^ys' w^c^ttie; he was like a brother* 

My poor Charles^ who had the; ^lest^ 

most generous spirit in the worlds wontd 

have divided his l^t farthing with him s 

Vkd I know that <his purse was^ open ta 

hhn; I know* that he ofteti imkted hinu^ 

*^ This must have be^n isibout4hat ivelry 

period of Mr. EHbt*s life/' said Anne^ 

^ which has always eiccit^itty partic«{«f 



/ 
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ciiHdiil^. It mmik hmi ^MfmhfMA the 
sftme tibe tiittt 4i»* liedl&M kamm to mj^' 
ftttfter and isteten ' I never kneir hioarniy^ 
9itf^ I otAy faemtl of btm^ but tliiere uMiL 
ikmiethihg' * m < his eoiMhiet :• ihi&n wi& m* 
gwd td iBj ^Eitfaer aadr iiifter^ *aiid idteM 
wwi^ in the citcmoMhahm of.hift'iiiiuw 
m^B^y! wUdb I nerer'eoetd ^pdl^MOoMifo 
Wlt^ j>fetear^«iflieB.it]|r steaied to.«i« 

^ «• 1 kiidW it 4U,M Istiow h utt;^ crttfi 
If ft. fiktiithJ ^' He iMUl De^i'iiitrofrftiepd 
t6 Sir'' Wetter Miiyiiiir^ner befbM 1 
vai'acqtriii^t'ed #ifii binS, D^it'I keard'hitti 
i^eak of them^ for i^ver. I know be was 
ht^ted ' and en^otimged^' end I knoW'he 
ffii'liot ^dtodse to go. 'I caga -teti^ j^6^; 
f^ap9, 06 tM)9n«3 wHieh ybu wnnid'littild 
^^e<it ; ^ anil dd to his mai»riage, I * knevr 
dllabotit it. utihe tita^.' I was pnvy to 
allthe foi^'and^Hgaini^s, I ^aisi tlie fricTndi^ 



wffuAmd tkRt:iii^O80ible) y»i Iflnsev^tei^ 
•nA»iHere8i^i|atetiattyicm wuli tat {tnk^ 

couple. 'Buteifc >t b >^ i W. lii^»i<iiilBiPw>whj& 
fW;B4r.7B41ip|drftW/l>apfc?rf(,.;i ut ^Ick-h 



^ •• > 



m 

lf«*^8 jH^lfefg (iftieft^ JPlrtlyor «©«, «| 
c^iftl^ I iiaiQiiot decide) tl|%tr.yo*r fet^ 
and sister, m their civil it iesr and iov4tar 
tions^ .W(9n9 de3isii;iii|g a natch between 
1^ h^ir m4 ^hf^y^wng^Wyi fu^dit was 
iliq[K>9?iM<^.that fiacb; a roiatch should h^ffi 

4dfiw^. Thp4t w»s.hi5«if)|iFelar,df|kiviiic 
y<mr fitther an.d sister. He described ot^ 

^^t^pfrl^^H^mx" ••••..; '• •'... ,i ' •■' 

«)|ddf^ 4de9> ," yon ^iB^»e^me? <P9ke. ^f 



KT boast of tny own Aijii^' EH^ot^^^^ 
ipouch for your bei&g a very dfffJfifreat creaii 
ttrefrom— ' «• •'•'• 

' She checked herself Jiiat in time. ^ * 
^ «^ This adcbuiits for stvine^H^- wy^i* 
|tfr. ^liibt sanl'lftstnigiit/^ cried AlitfiU 
**'T1iiU explains it. I found lie bad^beMf 
astd to hear of me. I could ^aot- b«Ml9 
^NSl^od boW^ Wh6t. wild Inla^iMffeMi 
dite fortnsr, <i^^i« dear self is-<<»AbeAi«d f 
Hov sure' to 'be 'tttistdj^l ^^le-S -Img 
jTjoiir ptirddnj-I- bar^ Inf errttj^ied^ydii^ 
Ifr. EBiot inarried, «beii, oompl^fdi^ 
hftabneyi The circuitastatioe/. prbbsMjf^ 
ttrbich first opened yottf eyes to t^ 4Cfi*i 
fiujter.'^' • ' •■ -'• •"• ■' ■ • ''''"i., 

Hn, Smith hesit«bed a llttfe ' bcire. 
"Oh I those thing* are tod ooioiiteobi WKt^ 
onft Jhres in thcv^orld, a inan -or^lrolilaQ'8 
mwiymg for monejr % ftob conntton' to 
'strike one m U eoght. ' i was ▼ef^'ydttnf,' 
««* aaMdtated 9rfy iii«hitlie^yoirfr%i aiut 



v^fe #ere a* tli6iightle»i^ &^y'^9 witlioot 
any stribf rul ds of condoct. We ItVefl fcr 

• * 

enjoyment. I think differently now; tinae 
and sickness, and sori^w, have given me 
dlMfei^hoitlbns ; but, at that pleriod, 1 must 
own I saw nothing reprehensible in what 
Mh^EhiotVas doing. * To do the belt 

ifor^rfnse4f,''passed as a duty.*' 

• » • • • . » 

• ""'Bb* wrt* not She a very-lav wetifan?^ 
1 lw<Ye«'j'irh^feH I bisected* to, Iwit »» 
'^iSkX'Sc ftoit • f egaW. = Money, • moniey, Wid 
sH-'th^t he mranted: Her ti&ther w4b d 
^^lei','libr gtaiKlffitbi°t had be^oL a biiti 
^1^, ibtlt tha« WM^idf^notHing; She'#(ii 
aiSbe Woman, had "had a^decent educa* 
tion, was brought forward by some 'can 
sfiirf; ChvoWh by'ehsbc^ rhto Mr. 'Elliofs 
teiJiifty; a-hrffdl in W^MV^IVW^t i«tt 
W^ dIfficAWy <ft'*a.8CfiiTf»1«'' wa'# «W«'»ft 
te#^l<ie, #ltft refepscf W Iter 'bir^i. * "'IBl 
lilb cktttloft 'wis'ipen* • itf *^g secured- bF 



ISO 

^]^£iUi?^ €$^epfi Mr. Eiliot m^y hiuirei^ 

« 

jnf^n he. had,not4b^. smallest value foij.itt 
B^ cfianoe of t)}e Jw^Uyncb q^tf^Oi fHH 
npq^tbing^ bu( aV Hie hoiKMir af.ttie:#[^ 
p»ily he held as^ cheap as. cUrt. I :1mmP^ 
often heard^faim dedajFesthat|f'bar(^l^el|GMf 

Scjf ^% p^«B«k» anov ^j^»ot^», ^HMne 
luo4 liirery indndod; b|iM;.X^H ff^ftipm- 
jteti4 to repeat half that IvH&ed ta h^ 
to li^y oBj that- s|ilg^. : .i|t.i9M|kl, JBt<^ he 
feif. And yet yeu<4>ttgbi l^k.^iie^i^i 
f(>r,iifhatu aU this^lHit ass^rtio^i.sipd yoo 
sjlltall have 9ro«£!' ^ /. ,. , ^ 

,.," Indeed, my dear, l^r^t >Sfiu(|b» jl| '^90t■ 

fm^Jmg! «oQtc94ifrtoi7j;to, ,whf^ Mr^, £l)|ot . 
«np««*4 :to he: mofM^ yenfs ^0^ .'^4'** 
^1 in. cooSifmiftip^ ^J^iefi^cf nkti^ im 



; « fiat for my^tinti^footioa^'if: you will 
feme thfi'gOodiieai ta ring for Mary«Hstliy^ 
Iram wfe.ylNL^wtll hi(ve thfi rtiU gfei40i 
giftiMliiMa of 9^ii^[ yottrsel/ iiftta kiy b^ 
lODMi/aad I. bringing ibe the tm^tt inlaU 
Mot : wtudi yoii ifUl find Ota «ibe upper 

-ftJLlmcvMMigii^lvieiMl'ta )m e^rpi^sllji 
Mit*fm.flj did. m ahe iwM d^ir^« . , ; TM 
hok «tt» bnoMg^t an4 ^lacbdi before h&^ 

him, to my husband, a small portion only 
(tf what I had to lodkdpf^ wiM'V -^ ^^^ 
Van J iTMr letl«c4 i^,l99)Mng,, fpq was 
f»«e.'Wfitt«ft;iby,|4^ 2t:WAt ^ 
«ltf fliwrrwge;. aiid J^a|i||f^,tfl 
|«l»y> ^»0 4>fi» J^«^y.|iqi»gHm< 



191 

men, about tliose tljibgs; aiid wh« t 
came to examine his papfei-s, I lbuti# 
it with' Others still • more trivial ' frbm. 
different" peopler scattered here . antf 
thete, wHile many letters and mciaaran-J 
turn's erf real importance' ^ had beea' oe- 
stroye^. ' Her^^ it is. 1 would not btirtt 
itV because '^ being even them very little 
satisfied with Mr. £Aibt,C I iwais ! dtter* 
iuraed to preserve e^hi^ •&omm'tarp(Sav- 
mer iutittiacy.' I have ad# anbtbermatiire 
-for "being glad fHs(t I cari i>rodace it;"-'- 

Smith, Esq. Tunbridge W^Ds,** «iid<di*ied 
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' « Dear Smith, ! ' • " 

'-' « TfaaVe recelwtf jo&Hi' IMr khid- 
« tiess 'almdelt oi^ei^xS^rK to«. I ;WMh 
'''iiahii<fe had made sikki h«)|rts as yMnr 
» d6r^co(nikoin;butIhave%vedthreetaHl 
*' twehtyyeafsin the^w<>rlil> and ^ve'seitn 






^^ ad110fik6.it. (Ai; pneseftt/ belJeVe me, 

fA I iiiv& tib 'need of jpor seniors, being 

**^iii CBsli agado. Give me jo j: I. have 

*' got rid of Sir Walter and Mis& ^}mj 

^^are gob^ back to Killynob, and almost 

^ made mis 9W€iar toi visit thdni tbisjsttm^^ 

mer» but mj ^rst viatt to Kellynch will 

be with a siiirveyor, to tell me howr to 

^ btiqrg.it'wiitk biM advantage to.; the 

^''hamaier. : Tl^ bteironet, nevertbeless; 

'tisno^. unlikely to marry again; he is 

^ 4^^ "^^ enough. If he does, bow* 

^.metiX}aty wilfleave mein peace^.ivbicb 

^f.Qiay be a decent equivalent for the re-, 

<< version. He is. worse than last year, i 

'^ I wieh I had any name but Elliot. I 
« 
f* an^ siek of it, Tbe.riameiof Walter I 

^ can drop,, thank Grod !^ and I desire, you 

^ wsU n^ii!er insult me with my second 

'* W. agaih^ ndeanifig^^r the .rest of my 

" Jife, ta b« only yottrs truly, 

'/ . > . 

. **. W*i; Eluot.-^ 



X9S 
adrtored i yotf, ' bat wUbovtr icnoMii^ llikii 

tlnsttime'? i Bidiie see yoailairtisttmfaMiMM 

tO'Uttevliier ovril wordvwkbiotiikndwiti^ 
it to be you?*' '' ..u. i*j.i.> 

trae. At Lyme; I happeMd:«i< herfl 
Lyirie/' ' ' •'•' ■ ^' ."•;'''. -- *'^* '' 

pfeMMitly^ ^ grattjtaiy fri6aiftiie>Gradit4Be 
to the eita^l^haieist) ef llie.)fiiBt potoi 
aiserted* He Mtt» yoQ. tfaei> afc>ljy«i^ 
aiid iiked yoa>9o .well as to^escMilki^y 
{leased to meet with yoo again in Cmbk 
dea-plare^ as M»» Anae £Wq^^ imll&om 
that moment^ I have no daiibt. had adonUe 
motive in bis ?kitfr^bei^. Bottbeg^t wfiis 
4B0lber, ^md'ali eatiiier; iwbidi I, will MPif 
«iBpJaii». iflAi^e is any ihmg iarmy story 
wilkhv you know-ta be: eith^ lldae ^^r imf- 
pMbablo, iftop ;at9e; My acQikmiustiilts^ 



fu m tinw^ <i«Di&t»rjBajrt^ witb Miis ^i^ 



^ 
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lu wkaifi^ 4ll thttt' was 'giUtS^ attriMlQ 

him aoqu^flf^d ititA tbe^ afriSttst»adi <^ 
thiftgs, aad'l^ rept>rt9'b^g^«(iiBg'4«ripKa 
vAiL^KoTT you fti« to ilfader^sBfiid'Hlil 
time hiicl:w6rk»d-av6r3ritt«|eiailrialMftg» 
fte Mr. Eltiofe^ opinknwastd'the'viAirihdf 
a t>ia,r6neticy*.-- Upon ail pcHnlfr jof^ trfoni 
an<i coDnexi6n,'%e'is-a cottipfeOrfy? iltirtd 
man. Having long had as miSti»mkm^ 
as he ctftild spend; tiothm^ t6 wii^ferkm 
Mi'e •skle . 6f atarieb df iado lymtUi -tte IM 
been gradnally learniiig to pitt»h<<'hi)ipii 
lifeBs^upon the cgaieqiietaM irif i«i<Mwi'«o. 
I tlioilgilt- k ctaik^^' en/' lidbHe<^>4M)i!i«N 
i^iiitataoe beiaedj Iwt it 'ib «Mr *'«aMf^ 
fiuaaiMl fetiling. H«eMM«l4iiK:ibftti4i» 
qFfadC<kiefiig Sir WifliMB.' Y«iiiiii||e|fiwM 



^1^ 

f 

tj hp ii<wp ^f^4<^iwwfc<|g kmi from ^ip 

QifMi itay guefs wliatr it fi^odac^ ; tlwt 
mlOlutifii 0| coming hmk to Bath a^ s9k«| 
a|M^«6sjU^ ami of fi^t^g bimself htire <br 
fi&MiO^ itit^ the view of refietvittg hii 
fQfliliir a^uaieAano^ and reci0y€ring sacb 
jk4Nll^giirt'thei£imily» a9nMgbrgive 4iiha 
#h»iitQ«|l«^ MC0i|tw»ng the ^gf^B^qf 
Jiifidm^ri^tid of oif^eluit)<^Qii(iag tjne ia^ 
'if IK^Gmii^' H.jiiaterial, This was agvwil 
4ipMHli6t^Ma tbe feiia friaf»&> a? tte.<wi)y 
jlWimAfD faa ^ed I. and Coioqel WaUa^s ym§ 
-Ml^spfaA in itirerjr way that be could, V^ 
rMtaiitO(faia tfrtoodtto^, and Mrs. WalUs «f«p 
Mti\\m iiltviidMcad> and ev^y body \fjBi» to 
M ihtvoduQed*. Mi. Elliot c^me ht^ 
itofovdiagly ; and on ^pplicatian waif feiv 
'gslom wyou^know^ aod. re*adnijttad >a^ 
thmtuA^i attd them it waa bia con0ta^« 
<rf9O0t^«»Al4s <Hi]y object (till yp«r arriv^ 
adifeian)tll0r:ftiotty^ to watch SiitW'aK^ 
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of being with them^ tterew hioiself wHiejkr 
way, called al; all hdurs — bat I iMe4 
lK)t be particular cm tUs siri^t '¥^9 
4san imagine wtiat an artful maa w<iiAi 
demand with this guide/ perhaps^ may 
^recollect what yoii have seen Him do.** 

'^ Ye3^^ said Annf , '< yen tdJi me aotUog. 
nrfatch does not accord ii4th what I ha^^ 
Ipnpwa^ or eould imagine. Th^isal* 
wayB semethifig olS^nsive m the detatts ef 
Omining. The maattuyres of selfiidiiMttt 
and duplicity ^U9t everbe re^oltifigir bat 
I have heard iM>thing wiiich »aHy aw- 
|Mrises me. I know thMe wba would be 
Rocked by such a represeotatioii' of Miv 
iSiliot, who would have ttifficulty ia be- 
-lieving it; but Ibaire never beeuaatksfinL 
I have always wanted some othet motive 
> lor his conduct than appeared*«-^Iradk>iild 
like to know his present opinion^ as^to ^be 
probiiMity ^ the wwat he has been m 



f 
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dN»A of $ whether he c6nsid6rs the tkng^ 
t0 be lessening or not/* 

**€ies9ening, lunderstaud," replied Mrs, 
Smith; « He thinks Mrs, Clay afraid of 
Mm, aware that he sees through her, and 
not daring to proceed as' she might do in 
hh absence. Bo t sin ce he must be ab^^nt ' 
sbfAe time or other, I do not perceive 
Jiow he can ever be* secure, while shelioMs 
ht^ present influence. Mrs. Wallis has 
ail amusing idea, as nurse tells tne, that 
it' £s to He put into the marriage articles 
-wten you and Mr. Elliot marry, that yotdr 
f$thet is not to marry Mrs« Clay. ' A 
-scheme, worthy of Mrs. Wallis's under- 
standing, by all accounts; but my sensible 
. nurse Rdokesees the absurdity of it.— 
** Why, to be sure, ma'ain,'' said she, *^it 
.w«mld not prevent his marrying any body 
efee;** And indeed, to own the truth, I * 
do not think nurse in her heart is a very 
strenuotis opposer of Sir Walter's )iiaking 

t2 



be a favourer of noMrimoay yottiksiDV^ 
aaidi (i^nce self; miU) intrude) wtie cas say 
that she may not faav^ some %rng jrisicBife 
bf atteuding the nesd; Lady EHioft, throng 
Mrs. Wallis's recomiaeiHiaUoii ?•* 
. *^ I am very glad to koaw ati'tlm^"^nd 
Aaoe, after a IHtle thoughtfiilness* ff^ ft 
will be m6re painful ta me in some re- 
^ji^dis to be in company tKitb isiiii^ bn^ I 
Miail know belter what to do* ftfy.line 
^ conduct will be more defect.. Mt. 
-fillfot is evidently a dising^tmous, aflHft- 
dal^ wt)rldly man, ^ho has nevier hailtiuny 
4>etter principle .to guide - him tbaa; ^^ 

But Mr. BHiot was not yet<done .wfth* 
Mts. Sma^h had been carried <aivay from 
'herfirst direction^ and Aane b^d^forgott^i, 
ititbe interest of her owu^ &fnily conomiB^ 
hpiw mucb bad been oiigii^i^; Wfdiid 
agimst hmi; butfAter attoM^ leiaiJMr 



odifei^to <te ^xpfeottlaon of tbote ittk 
fanttai idKl 'ste liflenMl to a recitd wiuob> 
i&it H'fid'not pedecAy justify the unqml]. 
:foS. bitterness of Mrs. Smithy prov^ ilim 
tmii^re beenirery unfeeling in his.coudiict 
toiiffeurds her, very d^KHent botk in ^ostide 
£dtd oonpluBion^ 

. ^1^ teamed that (theitttioaiiftcy betureeo 
liiem ooQlmiiing uaiaipaired by. Mr. £U 
Hot!8 namage) thby had been as bt^ee 
^ways tdgether^iaand Mr. £liiat bad Jed 
jbns ffiead into expenses mach beyond bis 
Artane. Mil». Smith dad not vrant to 
lake blame «a herself, ajid w;as most tedder' 
al throw iiig any on her' husband ; bat 
Anne could collect that their intoQ»e bad 
nererlteen equal to th^r style of livings 
and Hiat from the ^stj there had^ bee A a 
gfmk deal of general and joint ^Urava^ 
ff$mm. From his aie^'s a$ioount of hlm> 
abeoould discern Mr» Smit|i to hav6 bee» 



osrel^a tiabits, and ii<H 4Btitai9^ m 
standing, much mom awiable thaii4i|i 
friend^ and vecy unlike bikii<**4«id'by4iito, 
and. probably despisied by hiss. Mr« 
£lltot, raised by his marriage to grwt 
affluence, and d loosed to every grat^ 
cation of pleasure and vanity vvhieb coiild 
he commanded without invcdviiig himself^ 
(for .with all hiss^tinduIgeDoe'^heihad 
beomnea pradent man) and bt giwaingr?*^ 
he rich, just as his friexid. oin^ht to bare 
found himself to be poor,, seemed to have 
had no concern at all for that friend's iftts^ 
bable finances, but, on the contrary^ had 
been prompting and encouraging eci^ 
p<mses, which could endonly in ruin. And 
the Smiths accordingly had been miaede 
i- The husband had diedjufitinthne feoi 
be spared the full knowledge of it* ^ TSme^ 
had previoudiy known embarpassoMnfai 
enough to try the. fiienddup of tfasir 
friends^ and to {»x)ve titekiMr. Ettiotlited 
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fa«ll«r Botbetned ; but it was not till i^ 
idaath tb8t the wretched state of his affiiirs 
MS. fttUy known* With a CQnfidenoe in 
lir. Elliot's regard, more creditable to hi» 
ftelings than his judgment, Mr« Smith 
bufi aj^povited him the executor of hit 
iffffi ; but Mr. Elliot would not act, and 
tte difiicttlties and distresses which this 
reftisal had bt^ped on her, in addition to 
ike inevilp^le sufferings of her situai» 
tiQ»» had be^n such as could not be re«- 
l«ted witb<mt anguish of spirit, or listeufsd 
^'Withcmt corresponding indignation.^ 
. AiMie was shfiwn soob^ letters of hb oo 
4h^ 9CQ^sion, answers to urgent applica^ 
iio«is from Mrs. Smith, which all hreatkQil 
tte same stern resolution of not epgaging 
in a fruitless trouble, and, under a oold. 
fmUty, the same hard*hearted indiffer^ 
epce to any of the evils it might bring on 
her. It was a dreadful picture of ingra-^ 
titnda and inhunwuty ; and Anne felt at 



efrioie ecxild hare becftf Vdipse. Sftie hMH^ 
gipeat deal to lidteti to ; all 4he paft^licNiMte 
ef pai^t sad scenes, aH Ibe mlnafkb-dfcm* 
tress upon dislr4^ss» which in'fowner ^cjff- 
tersations had been ^mer^ly fcitktefl lit, 
were .dwelt on n^vr with ^ «atiiral irkhiT* 
gence. ADwe coald ^p^ectfycjewpf^h^ttd 
Ifhe exqttimue t^^f^ and -was tHiljr -the 
more iridiitied to wonder at the-coftipostfWe 
of her friend^s ttswrf state of ttttfid; 

There -Was dfie diw5imistAiiice In %ffe 
histoiry ^ hm grf«^ance^ of j^ticififtr 
irritation. IgNie liad gCKKl reasttn to be* 

4 

Keve ^t «ome 'property ^f hier fatit^MMid 
jn the West Indtes, ifi%i«h IumI been for 
omny years undiHr a soft 6f se^c^fi^nttMn 
fbir the payment of its oim inei2^braii(»!s, 
might be recoverable ^y |if (>t)er i^easmreS:; 
and this property, tlioagh aot large, ^NffUtA 
b# ^ettottgh to make Iter ebafrparatiy^ 
ri«h» %^ 4her4e Wa$ nolMMif *to 
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Mf. Mv^% "vMi 4o aothilkg^ and she 
omMdo nothiog heridf> equally disabled 
from perMoal exettion by ber stat6 of 
lasMy weakness^ a^d from employing 
.Q^l^s.% hiir i««nt of moimy. She bad 
no faatur«l cocmexioni to .63$ist her e?en 
wkh thjair tounieli and she could <kOt 
afford to pui^chaae th^ as9l3UBce of tb/b 
Imr^ . This ivte a cruel aggray^ion of 
Mlaally istmightieii^ meao^. To f^l 
tiutf she OQgl^ to be ia better cirott»« 
atftacw^ thai a little trouble in the i^i^bt 
idMteoii^tAo if, mA to &ar that MtKy 
mif^t be e?en weakening ber claim, mis 
baiiitbbebrl 

. It yt9s oQ ifatf pwA that.tbe had bdfted' 
t^ ottgagp^ Anile'j f(6od offices with Mr. 
iilG^i. 8he:hfiid pnmouslyi in the s^Mi;^ 
^ifAtioti.of tbeif marriage^ beiatt "vtry,^. 
pft(beii3iy;e of loiin^ bier ftieiid hy i^} b»fc 
Qi^ beingf iys»utfecl tfitft be cdtild bave ittftde 
do ajfetao^t df ^tbad^ bat^i^e^ siace jie diji.ttol 

l5 
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even know ber to be^ih'Btttfa, it isime<«r 
diately occurred^ that s<mietbii]^ niij^^ 
be done in her favour by tbe mflnence cdf^ 
the woman he loved^ and ahe bad jbiMa 
hastily preparing to interest Anne's feeU 
ings^ as far as the observances- due to Mr; 
Elliotts character would allows 'wbisn 
Antaeus refutation of the suppos^d-en^gcM^ 
ment changed ttie face of every thing; 
and while it took from bet tbe ne#- 
formed hope of succeeding in the object 
<^ her first anxiety, left bier at least tiie 
comfort of telling the whole story iser 
own waiy. ' 

After listening to this full descriptioii 
of Mr* Elliot, Anne could not bnt exfiriss 
soine surprise at Mrs.' Smithes having' 
spoken of bitn so fftir<mrably in tbe begia^ 
ning of their conversation. ''She bai 
deemed to recommtad and praise html^ 

'^ My dear/* was Mrs. Smile's repijr^ 
^ there was ootbing «be^ to be dootv I 



considered your n^airying him ^.certfNn^ 
though he mig^t not yet have made tj^e, 
Q^br, andlcould no more speak the truths 
p£.hjm^thaii,if he had t^een yqur husbandl. 
My heart hied for you, as. I talk^ o( 
h£(|)$)jiiass. Af d yet, he is sa^isible, he is 
figir^ahle^ and with such a woman as you^ 
it.nr?^ npt.absctlutely hopeless* He was 
very unkind to his first wife. They 
were wretched together. But she was too 
%norant and giddy for respect^ and he 
bad never loved her. I was willing to 
hofie that you must fare better*'* 

Anne could just acknowledge within 
bmbdf such a possibility of having been 
induced to marry him, as made her shud- 
der at the idea of the misery which must 
have. followed. It was just possible thai 
she might have been persuaded by Lady 
Russell ! And under such a supposition,^ 
which would have been most miserable^ 
when time had disclosed dl^ too late 2 



in 

' It was very desirable that liady Russell 
should foe no longer decei^d; and one 
of the concluding arrangements of *ttii» 
hnpprtatit conference, which carried t^eiiXL 
through the greater patt off the montibg. 
Was, that Anne had full ftberty to tSMA^ 
tnotiicate to her friend evefy thhig tdii*^ 
tive to Mrs. Bmi^, in whieh tiis eotiduefr 
WMinvolted. 
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Awtrt went home to think ar«t dl thsU 
slit h&d ineardi Iti oae point, her feelittgif 
HMte fdieVed by this knowledge of Mr. 
ttltoU 'lliere 'Wtts no Conger any 'thing 
tf ttdndef neM' du« to hrte* H^ stood;, wi 
dJ>{Klied to Cnptfii^i Wientworth, in all 'hitt 
9WA miir(4co«M obtrui^iveness ; and tht§ 
^^. his attentions ladt night, the irr«A 
meJiifble mischief he Might haf6 doiMi 
v^M eonsidet^ Wkh ^enmtions nnqfnftlik 
i^, nnpcrpi€&cd.-^Pity for him was^ aB 
ttrec. Bot this w-as the <)nly point of W*- 
fitf. fn evefyolhei* respect^ ii> looking 
IriMnnd het, or penetrating foru^ard, ^6 
Mw^ more to difttrnst and to apprehend. 
She was concerned for the disappointment 
and pain Lady Russell w^nld he. ieeKng> 
fbr flM ndoMlfinkyone Whic^ ni«ist be 



hanging over her father and sister, and 
bad all the distress of foreseeing many 
evils. Without knowing how to avert any 
one of them. — She was most thankfol 
lorher oiwfi ^knowledge of him». Sjbcr had 
ney^r oonsidened herself as QBj^tkd'to w* 
ward for not slighting an old fritod tifce 
Mrs«;Smith, but here wasa rews^ indMi 
springing fiiqm U 1~-Mr8. Smith hai^fbfeii 
ab^e; tq t^ her what no one <ei4e could 
h^ye done. : Could the kao^^riMg^ have 
beeo e^lended thr^dgh her family !r-^Blilt 
this :was a V|tm : idea. She must. : ta^ Ua^ 
lady Russell^ tell her, oonsolt witli hwi 
lind havipg done hec best, wjSit the eveot 
with as much composure as possibU^tfod 
after all, her greatest waat of cooipliMice 
would b^ in that quarter of the tpoind whidi 
pDuld Bot be opened to Lady R4fis^l5 in 
Ibat flow of anxieties and fears whtok 
must be all to berselil - 

She Swndjon r^M^gfbfnuejtJwit ^biicl, 



tbat he had called, atid paid theiti a Idn^ 
aiOTSiing visit; bat hardly. had. she oon*. 
giliiulated. berkel^ aad.felt aafiB tfli tD# 
^ki0iTO|r» : urbea. ehe. beard that he. .was 
CMtiAg a|^ih in the eir^Qg:. 
- ^^ I had iiot. the spoallest^ interitidn: of 
iAinghha^^'.idaAEiizdheAi, withnffbcted 
oareleMQess; .^^ but. lie .- gave eo maoy 
hints; so Mrs. Clay says, atileasti'' ' l: 
r: ^' Indraol. I <do say > it. I never saw 
4ny hb&j in my. life spell lutrder for an 
mirlliition. Poor nian»i I. was xeaitty in 
jpain for hkn; ^r. yonr hard-hearted 
siiMer, Miss Anne^ seems bent on cmolfcy." 
'*Oh!'' cried Elizabeth, " I ha?e bijen 
Ipalber too rniioh used to the gamie/to .be 
sctoii o?enxNne by a geiAleinan's hiiils*. 
However, when I found bow excesinvelj 
lie was regretting that he should miss tty 
iMiher this .morning, J gave way imme» 
^ely, for I w^ould .nevi^r. reaily oalit^al| 



Walter toother. ' 1%iby ta^peat «K> 4rii 
mueh advaattige in.iC0in|>aily w^h vmt^ 
•ther! Each bebatiag $o piniah^ ! . liri 
SHk)t looking up tvith so moch reiprall?* 
«' Quite dettgfalfol!" cried Mi^^ .Oi^r^ 
itot daring, hawetsr^ to torii lieir e^ds -to«> 
#atds Anibe. ^ fixacdy kte Mkt iM 
aim ! DMr Miss KliM^- tfi^y I juai. Mf 

^« Oh i I Isiy M endbai^ iiitiai^libdjr'fi 
ti%rtbi If ybili vill Have wch ide^ii 
Batiiij^a flcp.ivDrtl^ lamMgA^cely ibaiitilo 
tf lin MIe&itioM being beyond l4ibvi«f 

^' My dedr. Mtto EUii^r e^blajktted 

Mri. Clay, liftitig up tier bands add ^^jlMt^ 

and sinkii^; di <4ie resiof iwf aitoflMi^ 

apMt in a eotivenkwt alencBj 

if^ W^J^ my deir Jfemlope, vfKL 9tmi 

vJ*eilmi,vj^>l(iiO)W.. I sent .bim ^^litwf 






giitfg to h)^ firietids At Hiornberry-parilE 
ftr «he w^ole day to-morrow, I bad coM* 

'■ Atme adtnii«ed the ^od acting of tfc^ 
A^iteiid, in being able to sheW soch pica* 
!gttte as she did, in the expectation, and 
» the actual arrival of the very persott 
WhN)se presence must !*eally be interfering 
wHh her prime object, ft was impossible' 
Imr that Mrs. Clay must hate the ^ght 
ctf* Mr. Miiot ; and yet she could assume 
A most oUiging, placid look> and appenf 
qtike satififfied with 1;he cnrtaited ticevli^ 
of devoting herself only half as much to 
gjpWftker as she wouH have done oflier- 

.wfefe/ ' ■ ■ • ' ' ■ ' •- ■ 

' ToAnrie herself it w%is most distreisring 

to see Mt. ©Rot enter the room ; and 

quite painftd ^o have him approadi "and 

Speak to her. She had been used before 

Ifo feel ttiat he conhlnW be always quite 
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* 9iiioere» Imt now 4te ffM^iwm mii^y M 

lEpery thing* His attmtiTe deferenee Im^ 
her father^ oontfasted with Im fornMsr 
language, was odioas ; ^ and when sh^ 

thought of his cruel con^pofc towards Mrs.* 

« 

Sputb, she cottld hardly beiar the sight of 
hfis .present smiles and mildness^ or the 
fBMind of his artificial good sentimtnts*. 
She iheaot to avoid any such altecatioa 
of ipanners fis might prpvoke a remon* 
strance on bis si4<?. It was a f^afe oIn- 
ject with her to esci^ all empkiry or 
aa^t^ bul; it was he^ intenti<m to he aa 
<j^dediy cool to him as might be comr^. 
patible with their relationship, and to re« 
tpace^ as quietly as she could, the.ifaw 
steps of unnecessary intimacy she had 
been gradually led along. She was ao» 
qo^dingly more guarded, and more c;oo]^ 
tiian sh^ had been tlie. night before* . 
. HewaiQteidto auiaiate her curiositjf.agMn 



Ijnifcrwiwljif pwfcted ; . wtnted ,wry bukAi 
la b«. gratified by .more solicitation ; but 
tiM^ dbarm was brolom: he ibuad that the 
hmt and animation of a pablio room 
were neo^sarjr to^ kiadfe his modest ooa«» 
«ii^s vaQitj} he £pttiid» at leatt^ that Jt 
WKS 86t to be donie nbw^ byianj of tliose 
«ltan|)li^ wlMch . he .eo«M hazard ammg 
the toc^^oooiiQaiidifig claiEoa of the otbei^ 
lie JitUe attilauaed that it was a aabfect. 
•c^iilg now eoiaetly against. his interesl;^ 
1mitgin^3>:imiiiediafeeJy ioto her thought 
all those parts of his. coaditot whieh were 
least excusable. ... ^ 

« H$be had soaoie ^isfiM^taoa in finding 
tibat be was: really: going out of Bath tjie 
best :Hiorning» going early ^ and that he 
HSMiM beigotle tlie greater part of tmi 
^biys. ( He waa^ i mrft^ ^i\ n to Qaaideo^ 
place the very evening of his return; huk 
friiAxl Thursday to Saturday erening hid 
dtkstieef was 6mitem« It ^wM^btiA ^mfjjk 
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ilvr; htit that a dee{i8r *i^^obrite tbotM 
be added to their qiarty^ «wmcd (skie cUn 
straetiaa of everjahtog like jptKce 
eomfoft. It was so 'teitniliiltiag to 
dii the t amta m: 4eeef*ioh praotned. <tt 
her Either and^EiiJKabeth ; t(9 ifcoiisidar 4n» 
ipriiM^s sources of mioritficatian'pr«pmli|| 
ibrthem! Mrs^Clay's wMi»hiieB8 w«s*Ml| 
to complioaie adr 00 MimltNig f* <biH 
abd Anae woiild l^ve o0Otp0«oded A* 
U16 marriage at otic^^ ^tth aU ttt €ffils,.M 
be oiear of Mr^ EUiot'a subtleties, in mf^ 
deavoaring to prevent it. « 
; Oa* Friday mornitig 1^ meaat io.go 
iiery. eacly to Lady Itussell, . and aecasB* 
pKsh the necesHary coiniiianioatioa$ vWid 
the would ha7^ gote directly afiter braak» 
ftiBt hot tfatkt Mrs. Qay was also gmu^ 
out on some obliging purpose of smnug 
her 99ter trouble, whidi determihed^Jinr 
to wait till sha ttiightbe safe ^aQt.«u«ii a 
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«MiI»«MD( Sk6 9BLW, Mr^' C\«y fiAAy 
•11 tberfefore, before she began Ho taHt 
tii'spta^tig the (aormiig ia Rirers^reidtt 
«1 V«ry VKell," said Eliaabeth, " I b>re 
iolhitigU send b«t my lore. Ohi yon 
wamyw nf!& ta^i»ok:tlmt tifeaome botfk 
ibe would lend me, atid pretend V havte 
»ea4l it ihix>iigli. I Ideally <ranftot;be 

$0€|m'Md'^tles qC t|)e:i»«f ton. I^t oocitfe 

UMi I^Jr/JRiis|*ll ,qoM^;Nr4t!0||j9 ^Kb 

bw n^ tHiWi'^aji*^4 Y(*>nw4 9ofe ijeM 
^r ^9 <jut ;I th«^|^t/ hw dr^^^^bi^^^ 

Mw^ tiisle :ia d;!e$$) f>nt I wag aphamtNi 

4 

of Mr at the concerts Something sb 
formal and arrangS in her air! and skt 
ait* so upf%ht'! My Uf st loye, of course." 
« And mine/' added Sir Waltfer. 
'^ KMest re^rds. And y<m may say, 
tbtK I-ii«9a& to os^ll upon her soon. Make 
a #fil wefwag^ Biat4 sb^U, oiiljr 'leave 



tny card. 'Mophing visits are toef ^ Mr 
by women at her time of life, who mafce 
themselfes ap so little. If she wolild 
only wear rouge, she would ndt be afhdd 
of being seen ; but last time I catledv i 
dbserved the blinds were let down itnme* 
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• While her father spoke, there was a 
imodc lit the dow; Who could it b«? 
Aime; remembering the preconcerted vu 
1^ at ril hoars^ of Mr« EHiot, wotlid 
haVe expected him, but for his known 
engagement seven miles off. After the 
wual period of suspense, the nsual sounds 
of approach were heard, and ^ Mr. and 
Mrs, Charles Musgrove" were udiered 
into the room. 

Itorprise was the strongest emt>f^D(m 
raised by their appearance; bat Anne 
was really glad to see them ; and the 
others were not so sorry but that they^ 
could (mt on a decent air of iveicMli[0; 



ao# a* soon ^s^ tt boMm^ dlear thst thMe^ 

Hkeir nearest relations^ were not arrived 

wMi any vieirs of accommoSatton in tiiat 

hiOdJae, Sir Walter and Elizabeth were aMfe 

to rise in cordiaiil^, ant) do the honoors 

o( it vei^y liPeU. Thfey were coAie to Bath 

(for a few days with Mrs.' Musgrore^ and 

were at tbe White Hart« 60 mud) ww 

•jiretty soon understood j but till Sir W«j^ 

t#r and £U«abeth were wi^i^ Mju>y 

ifito the other drawing-room, aiid re|[«d|ig 

^lemselves with her admiration^ AmMd 

could, not draw upon Charles's brain for 

a regular history of their comings or an 

esplanation of some smiling hints of par«» 

tionlar business, which had been ostenti^ 

ti^Niidy dropped by Mary, as well as of 

isome apparent confusii^n as to whom tbeir 

party consisted oL . . 

She then found that it consisted of 

-Mrs* Musgrove^ Heorietta, and Captain 

« 
Harrille« beside itheir two selves^ He 



ill tlP^ wMq; a ^rMij>ii mrwhiqhisft^ 
m«f a great di^l, of nto^ claAr^csteitilip 
]>roceedinig. Tb^ i^^benie bud. mMiraA 
i|;ii fir^ impulse by^ Ca{>(aiii) HavfiUo^ 
ffafitiiig. ta G0iffm UkiBaxh on . biismeM. 
Jiq bad b^iW tp telk of/ ii a .w«dl( ago); 
und by way of doing somethiol;'^ aft shonb^ 
* iBg W9^ oyet^ Ctjarl^ had projpmeA loem- 
i4g. wiih JiJm» ^ Mrii. . HarvlU^; imd 
Sfl^iu^. to lik#: tb^idi^a, qf U V^y moiA^ 
^.i Ml ,iwlvg^tage> to hcgr.busiiaitak; ^ 
<M«y couM hot tieur tgi bfr l^t^ . aoA kid 
ma4# (loraelf fio unhappy about it that^ 
4if adaptor two, every things ^9aene4'*e 
Jms: iti fm»pefis9, or at an end. But then^iit 
liad .been taken up by bis iafhee and aaor 
fbesQ.^ Hid mother bad sotnis olidf'fiiMMk 
in Bath^ whom she wanted to see; it iMfi 
tbaugbfc a good opportunity hf Uemri^a 
to coo)e and buy weddings-dot^ fbrlste* 
self apd he£ sister;, and, i»ifidiQrt. itLaodld 



io b^ing • hia f motber^ pii^Xi that eviery 
iSsmg might be comfortable aB^ .€^$y to 
Qaptaia Hiarviliei and }ie aad Mary w^re 
included in it, by way. of ; general ctmye^ 
pwnce. Tbey bad arriyed late the iri«^ 
bdofe; Mrs. Harviiie, her children, a^ 
Ca|>tamvBen wick, remained withMr*Miid* 
gfoi^ and Louisa ^t liJppeTcroMs. 

Anne^s onty surprise wfts^ :that tafiltrs 
lAioald be tn^^orw^rdn^i^s qiio^gb^fer Heni- 
lu^ttft'S'Wpddjiqg^ototbes'to be talked tifi 
i^e had waglned 3ttch. difficulties of fiodr* 
tape t^ ex}pt tbpre as masf prevent tbe 
Hiarrii^ge: from bcfing aear ^t jbaiwl; but 
^he ;le^mQd frif>m Cbarlei^'thati vefy re- 
gently, (gincj& »M4ry*8 lAst letter to: her** 
-SeM) Qjar^s .Hayi'er bad : been applteli to 
bjr a friend to hold a living for a yputh 
who cou^dnptpos^ibly daim .it^ under many 
years'; and thftt; on the :streng^h^ of thfe 
pre^nt.indome, 'Witih aJxDos^t a certainty 
^ ${mi^bing x/itxre permanent bbg;^be4' 
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fore the terai in qnertion, the tWofamt* 
lies .had consented to the young peoipWi 
vnihes, and that their marriage was likeljt^ 
to^take place in a few months, quite- a^ 
Sdon as Louisa's. *^ And a very good 
lif ing-it was/' Charles added, ** only five* 
and^twenty miles from Uppercross, and 
in a very fine country— fine part of Dor^ 
selsbire.' In the centre of some of the 
bestjpeeserves ia the kingdom^ sufYautvdal . 
by> three great proprietors, each mere 
careful and jealous than the* other ;^ atict- 
to: two o£ the three, at least,' Charles 
Hdyter might get a special recom^ 
mendatioi). Not tliat he will value it ai 
he ought," he>ob8erVed, **^ Charles is' Mo 
cool about sporting. That's the- worst tff 
him/* . . :. 

^^ I am extremely glad, indeed,*^ Mted 
Anne, ^' particularly glad that this shotM 
happen: and that of two stsiers, iNm 

■ 

both 4e«efve equally well, and w4io hate 
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alwiyrs bceft siich good frieftd^, tiie ptea« 
satit projects of one should not be d\m* 
ming those of the other—* that they shoold 
be so equal in their prosperity and com* 
fid^t. I hope your father and mother are 
quite happy with regard to both.'' 

* **^0h! yes. My father would be as 
wdl pleased if the gentlemen were richer; 
\m% he has no other fault to find: Money; 
i^ know, coming. down with mofiey-*^ 
t^f9^ughters at once^— «it cannot be a rery^ 
a|proeable; operation/ and it streigbtens 
hiQi as to many things.^ However, I da 
ncHt mean to say they have not a rigbf 
to tt It is very fit they shonld ba^e 
dai^g^ers* shares^; and I am sure he has 
always beeo a very kind, liberal fittber to^ 
me» Mary does not above half like Hen* 
ri^Ma^ matefa. She never did, you know« 
Bht she does not do him justice, nor thinkf 
eftwgh abottt Wintbrop. I cannot make 
her^teBd to the vahie-irf' the. pro{Knty« 
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It is a ifery fair mat^Ji. as tvoff^ £W i .^ 
Ihave liked Charles Hayter ajl. wy }»fe» 
mi4 I shall not leave off uovr^" 
. **8}iph excellent parent? as jMEr. aAd^Mr** 
Mi^sgrwe," esclaiwaed Aw% " s^«uldl«e 
happy in their cbiWtea's niarri^gfs. Tljejr 
da every thipg to confer happinejp, I -am 
sure. What a blessing ^o young people 

* * * 

to be in swU hands ! ..Your f^tljer.^ 
m(4h?r.^epi §o .totally fri^p f^m^^^ Hjpfc 
fi^robitiaus fceUi»gp which ]>^ve. led.tq.fo 
rnw^li mi^oaduct and misery, bokj^. in 
y Quijg, and pld i I hope you ttwnk IfO«if» 
f perfectly rjecavered. no^ ? * ' 
. ,lfciLn^]vejedw|h$r.hesjit^tiflg|y, '*.y«^ 

J bel iey e 1 4orny ary much, reqovec^. ; h** 
$!bfi is watered : therje 4s no ^ rm^piqtg <ir 
jttflapiqg about, no laughing PC .<J*|ci9« i 
it ifi quite different, U 9nek^m^r\hB^y 
tti shut the door a little iew^ sh^;f tafil* f|i4 
wriggles like p. young dab qhic^ intttt^ 

>)Niteri and BfAwick ^its atb^r elbow, 

••■•■» . 



fesdirig verses, or whispering, to her, all 
day long/' : 

Anne couldnot help laughing. ** That 
cannot be iciuich to yonr taste, I know/^ 
said she; ^^ but I da believe htm to be ai^ 
tsideMnt . joiing man. *' 

" To be sure He is. Nobody doubts it ; 
and I hope yon do not think I am so iU 
liberal as to waot every man to have the 
same objects and pleasures as myseif. ' I 
hav^ a great valub fdr B^nwick; and wb'en 
one can but get him to t&lk, be has pleaty 
to say. His reading hfts done him no 
harm, for he has foughfi ^s well as rted. 
lie is a brave fellow'/ . I got more ac^ 
quainted with him last Mbhdaly than eret 
I did before. We had a famous set-to at 
rat-hunting alt the morninji;, in my fatherV 
great barns i i^nd lie played his part so 
well> that I have liked him the better ev^ 
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Herd thjey were ititerropted by the ab- 
solute necessity of Charleses foirowtiigthe 
others to admire mirrors and china; l>ot 
Anne had heard enough to understand the 
present statie of Uppercross, and rgoioe m 
its happiness: and though she sighed as 
she rejoiced, her sigh had none of the ill* 
will of envy in it. She would certainly 
have risen to their blessings if she could, 
but'tB^ie did not wi^nt to lessen theirs. 
' Th<^ visit passed off altogether in high 
good humour. Mary was in excellent 
spirits, enjoy fng the gaiety and the change; 
and so well satisfied with the journey \u 
her niother-in-law*^s carriage with four 
horses, and with her own complete Sndep- 
jf>endence of Camden-place, that she was 
exactly in a temper to admire every thing 
as she ought, and enter mOst readily into 
9tII the superiorities of the house, as tHey 
were detailed to her. She had no dmdiids 
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#p. |iec ihtber avsist^r^ and her conse- 
^tiespe wte just enough iQcreased by their 
handsome drawiDg-rooins, 
, iSusabelh was, for a short time, suffer* 
if^ fi good deal. She felt that Mrs. Mas- 
gr9ve .and all her party, ought to be asked 
tit diue with tbein^ but she could aot bear 
V3t have the difference of style, the deduction 
of . servanl^^ iprhich a dinner must betray, 
wUflL««f^ by those who had been always 
Wfy, mSitiOT to..tbe EUlots of Kellyncli. It 
yn^m a struggle, between propriety and 
Yjioity^bMt vanity ^ot the bettier^ and 
t]h(eii JP^i^^bjetb was happy again. These 
ware, hpt internal pQriJua4itoiw,— **5 Old 
iiashioned. notions— coUntfy hospitality-— 
vffi do not profess to, give dinners— ^-few 

■ 

p^pl^ in Bath do—Lady Alicia .ney«f 
does ; did not even a^k her Qwn sisler!^ 
family, though th^y were here a moptih ! 
I dare say; it ^o^^ ^^ vf^y Uiopnye-^ 
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aut of her way; I am star^ €^« vv^oM 
rather not come-^shecfronotfeiet easy Witli 
UB. I wiil ask tiiem dl for sin ei^en^g; 
that will ht mach better-*^^at wiH ;^ 
k fiwekiy and a tnM^ Utiey hme^mt 
seai two' sik^' dtawing' rooms' bdSbrt>j 
7hdy ml) be-delighled'to come to-mcM^n^W 
erenrng. Mi shall be a regfulur {>arty<«^ 
siDdly bot nibi^ elegit.'' A«cl k^ stttb* 
fied Eiiaabetti: atidi^&eti tb« iMritti^MI 
was gv\^ to the t^d ^rdseMTi atid ^K0U 
mitfed for the abst^nt, Mary ^as* alb €0)ft«i 
f4elely sttkfied. She was parttculftrty 
teLM'to^ meet Mr. Elttot, and be^ iatro- 
dticiddto Lady Dalrympte and Mis^^'^^HN 
t«nM^ ^ho wet^ fortunately , alr^cfy elti^ 
ftged «o^>66me; and she diMld^ttot ttHlNi 
teo^i^ed ^' tnbr^ ^gfatifyifigv MtentiMi^ 
l^fiMtvIlltot was^to h^e ^ hoxiawt*t 
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tkA .noradnfii oimI Amfe waUied oV^^ttb 
^Mudfes aiMJ M^ytyto ga aod'stteftw and 

Her plan of sittktg with Lady Riuidl 
mn#.gim way ibr the preaenk Thtf aU 
ttiree milledr in; Kimsistredl. for a^ coupld 
«f KiiButn ; . but Anne: COR vinead hek*Mlf 
thai a day 'a delay oltk* uit>eiided coviaMi* 
McaliiMi.aQiiid.ba of no conaeqaekio^ ttad 
tttaiowdi ibrwaard to the While Hart^ to* 
aee agaiik the fmxxdn and companion* of 
tile last awtiMin, with an aagernew ot 
good wjlfc'whidi many associations coatii* 
bttted: t^ ibrixK . . <^ 

( They Urnnd ^Mrsu. Mnsgrore at^l bar 
dlragteei* within^ aind by themselves, andii 
Amne had. the kmdesfe welcome ivom twb. 
HdnriettaMiaa exactly in that state of rt^^ 
fantfji^iinpooyred views, of fresb^lbn&iecl 
]Nipf»iliesa5 whiofa iriade ber fhU of regkfi 
imA 'mutest |6f . Mety body, she^ had ev^ 
blosd before at aH .3 and Mrs. Musgrove^S' 
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ffellvafiN^ttoahwI teeth #00 lyfar^uiicAsift 
liesfi Myhea ihey were in digress; • It: mti 
a heartioess, and awarroth, «iid a siiioci^ 
#Wk)h: Atihie!d^Kgb^: in tbe .nibre> from 
^'Mit>aat of mch blessing;^ at brinaA 
She was iirtr^aHed logtve theiaas.'mu^df 
1^ time aa possibley m^ilttd; for eVttj/rda^ 
a|B«| 4U day loiig^ or eatber otaiaied: At a 
jMMt of the fiimily ; and io.retMQ,iflkieaw« 
mraHy ftUJnto ali ber wonted ava^KC^^ab* 
fentioii and assist aace^ aad oiii Chariesla 
loai^ifig them togrther^.was ;lsBleain^*4o 
M rs.: Musgrove's. histor j of Jjoaisa, a»d. 
to Henrietta's of herself, giving o^imons 
ooi busrine^s, and: riOcomaieBdatfoiis to 
liiops; with intervals of every help nvfaiA 
MMy reqairedji from alt^ing her rifabalt 
to settling her accounts/ irom/fiaidingibeii 
Jkeys, and assorting her triidiats^ to^ryioj^ 
to convince her that die «was not ili 
hy smy body ; which Mary^ w^ 
a» »ba g^er«ily teas ifi %hiar^rt«kMiMa 
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pofup^Todnit ccMlM i^6t but iiaTe^heriMi^ 
Mmts of imaginings ^ 
V il^ moroing of thoixniigli ecKifolioa wIm 
ito be expected. A large party in ai»Jiat<l 
rainiried a quiek-^hanging^ unsettled scene. 
4)flie five minutes brengfaff a note^ tbenettil 
a|iarcel, and Anne iMid hot been there 
lialf an bottr, n^hen their dining-ro<H(9v 
IqHUiiona as it was, seemed more tban hM 
filled : a party of st^y old friends weite 
Mated roQQd Mrs. Masgrove^aic^ CharleiB 
iMme back with Captains Harville and 
Wentwortbb The .appearance of the latter 
oauld not be more than the surprise of the 
HOioment;, It was impossible for her to 
iiave ^rgotten to feel^that this arrival of 

■ • ■ • . 

^Msr common friends must be soon brings 
mg them together again. Their Iwk 
Sleeting hnd been most important in open* 
]Bjg4ii»^fe^iags ; she had derived from it a 

• • • 

Mighlfid €oiiytcli<m ; but shevfe«redftom 
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Atasiody. which hsid hiiit«Kd 
fcona the concert room^i »1iU 

fiti« tried t^ be oal^iMlEl leMrb-lUiigB 
Jb^;toi»itheir Q0»ffke^.4^ ^rted tei d#M 
^HHih u9 this argumeiMijof Ta|imiard«pe«4- 
^W i ** Sorely, if diers he «Qbatenf(«li. 
ttohoMnt oil ea«h; side,. «>ar teacte aiMt 
lida^nptand eauh ^>U^r €r« loag. .: Wi^^ge 
jkOl. boy and gid, te btf c^iptfeiisly irritay«, 
misled by every mottie«t'is ioiihiertMMM^ 
And wantonly pl^yinij. with oufioivQ 1m^ 
pincfis." And yet, a fewiinittiifees aftarw 
waixky she felt as i£ their being inomnt- 
p»y with eacb other,i i»idef tbeir pnamt 
.oirciunstanQ^, could iOt#. bis eap oii i^ 
tbem to inadveileaciea, mid miMMlstii». 
tioiw pf the mofi, mmhmom kiiKl. ; • 
.. -•*: A^me,*' ,c5ied M»r>, ;Mitt <«-ibti 
dow, "thert; ip ^|rft,. iCli^. I Isisi: 
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if»iWiy. wiAmT iktt' cqtiHMmdft^ and. .a 
gmMtfilwi wilb iier. I imw tUemr twil 

^Eltfr Meniite^ itt tallii Whi>' is' it ^^ 
Qmi^ aftd tell me. &k>d; heaireBsf I 

. ; ^' No/^ cri^ Anseiiniddy^ ^^ it caniMt 
h» M[f • S^Ko«, I Mswe yon. He vraB )e 
Utkye Bath at nine this morning, andAoek 
MAi6ome bMk till t6-nK>rtow/' 
;- ;As she J^bke, she i^lt that Captaia 
^etttnvorlh was io<4ciilig: at her } the coiiv 
MiMsaesiiof whioli vexed andembarmiaBidl 
im9p and, mack her Tegreli that she had sMd 
fOf i^ch^ simple as it was« 

Mary, resenting that she should be mp- 
pMad not to kadvr her o wA' cousin j began 
^KvUiifig tery warmly A^M; Ihe immify fbai 
tiKS^ and protesting siiil more posiitiTelf 
ttott it wa&Mr.t Blliot^ cMiag agmia upMl 
.AHofe taocmtewidlookheradf^ init Aila4 
iAnQlk> iMail te stiry todtrisd tii toil £d»l 
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totd'Oi^Qilodfiwf* ' Het^diitNM ilMktMii^ 
TtMferBf^ 6n perceiving smifes dttdtdtcAJb 
gt Dt? glancet pass bMwemi t wo^op ttiite^^^ 
the lady visiters^ as if tliey beliisved tiitBm* 
iehes quite in tfae'secret; Mt was* e^id^oi 
fiiat the report conGer^ning^ her bad spread) 
tad a short pause succeeded, which ^le^Hi* 
ei to. ensure that it would now vpread 
farther. 

V Do cohie, Anne/* criedMary, ^' ooMe 
and look yourself. You wi(l betoolat<t^ 
do not make halite.* They are ptrt^ 
iBg» they \ are inking hands* He i^fewti^ , 
ingaway. Noit know Mr« EUiot^ iiMlQedt 
~-You seem to baiiefoi^^ all about 
Jk^y^Bie. . 

i To paieify Mary^ ami perhaps seveeH 
hst own embartMsiBetit^ ' Anne did moY* 
^itietly to the window. iShe 'ivas juat ilk 
lHM't0 aaoertain thit: it really was 4Mkr* 
fittkht <£wbiditidie h^« never fa«iiev(edXh«^ 
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eikiy ^ked qotekty off inOi^oti^ymA 
Gfceekti^g'libe ^urpri$e M^kb she could jiM 
%tirfe€d at mch fto appesraqce offneh&ty 
MttrforMM bitftwiBCfi two poMdsol tokaiiji 
d|i]ibsite iMerefifts^' she calnify said^ <^' Yt9| 
lr«b:Mr.£ttioi«:9rteinly. Hebaso^nged 
his hour of going, I suppose, that is Hi^ 
ifr Li magr * be! mistaken ; I oiight not at^ 
tend ;'^' and walked back to her chair/ m^ 
eciMfp6sed> and with Jth^ dctoifeitafalirbt^ 
ctf^'haflng acquitted hersdf well. t;;. 

- The^ visitors tocdc theic lea\^ ; . maA 
CSbaden, having'eiviHy seen them off; aai 
then y^ade a.'£»ce A theaa^ ahd.'.abdsed 
tfaem foroomidg^ began witbr— . 

*' Well, moUier, I have done somelfakig 
for you ttiat jiou will Hke; .1 have been 
feb the theatre^ 4ittd s^eueed/ a tioxrlbi^tOn^ 
flKinwr aij^. ^ > AVt I a good hoy h ' f' 
know you lore a play ; aad there istoobi 
^M^usall: It tpold^nitter Ihriyeq^agai 
Captain Wentwortb, Anne will not be 



fi«)r> Hav6iiQl.IdonQyMU,sli>llii^l'' 

|w the play, if He»ridttd^radatttheotfa(»ri 

• f^Croodheaveos, Ghffitet! howoaniyom 
tfcii^fc of such a:tliui|$ ? Take « btec #h 
*q^<iiirdw. ttig^t ! Have yon fbrgot lAaft 
we are engaged. M>Cattideh«-pIace<t<MBK^ 
fcMT nsgfaft ? ' and iliat iwai w«re oiMt p^^« 
Inilarly aski^ :Qib pvjrpose to . mieet Ijuif 

liot-— all tjie: prinoi{^* f^miigr oonafexmii 
«-M^to purpose Xo. he ^ i Atfoduoed to» thMa ? 
iHa# oaoiyciu h6«b fbi^etfiri P^. . 

in tfffnitig.party I 2(^er xitvtib mMm 
kcFittgk iYoufeiithey rriiighfc hwive iMtaiiiiit 
lodrnM^i liiinl^ ifih^ Mai lianfM to 
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cftr ' Yon may do*s you IHte, butl shaH 

go t6 fliSe play," ^ ^ • . 

' ^^ OH ! Charles, I declare it will btettwy 

Abdftiinable if ytm do I whenyim pvotxiits^i- 

^ ^*Nb, Jdldiidtproihi^e. I only sniirkecf^ 
^nd bowed^ and said the word • happy.* 
There was no promise." 
' «'-Bht yotl lAtist go,. CSiaries; It would 
Ite'ttik^fdbndfbt^ to fail; Weittrk^l^ 
<Sl»f«tp^s& t4> 1^ inlrbdileed; Th^te i^MM 
&I#ttysfitaGli a greatconnexion be^tween tlMJ 
IMr^ihi^lite and 0Qrs<felted. Nothing ever 
happened on either side- that wa9 liot' an« 
fioiiiiilied irintneidf atety. We ar^ <{ttite n^ar 
r^ions, y6it kffow : and Mr« Elliot' too^' 
whraft you bught- so pafticalariy ft> ' tfe^ 
aoi^ifited with ! E^errattentioii'iir dhiW 



t '< Doa't talk to me al^o^t bfilrs and r^w 
preventatives/ cried Charles. ^ ' 1 am .not 
yue of those who neglecft the re^Ding 
.power to bow to the risiog sun* If I 
would not go for the sake of your fatbef , 
I should thipk it scandalous to go for die 
sake of his heir. Whstt is Mr* Elliot, to 
rae?" 

.' l^b^ careless e%pres^on way l|fe Uo 
Anne, who sa;fir that C^tfM Went^i wtHi 
fvtflA M atteqtioo, locking afi4 tis^fAiiig 
wi^ bis whole soul.; 4Pd that the. laq^ 

DTpf^b brought bis en^quiriog ^ye$ ir^tm 
Charles to hers^. 

^:^ Qis^cles^and Mary still tal]^ on in- the 
siMi^e style i.he; jiatf sericju^ «^d half^JM^ 
i9g, ,fpain^iniDg.4l)e^liemefor tbef^f^ 
4wi ^e, ipx^riably sjeriofis, i»<tstiii9Minljr. 
*PS^»ifig i%$ 4iiiliiotpaiit(wg.toi»lkeii 

liHfW9» thn< fecwever d0t§rmits^\QgqiM 

» 

Caniden^place herself, shesho^dnot t|iii|^ 
hsfw^i very wdl used> if th^ went tQ the 



S4S 
t^y «fiiho«it to^ Mrs. MosgroVe inter* 

•* We had better put it oft Chai^Ies, 
joa liad muc^ better go back, and change 
the box for Tuesday. . It wouId1>e a pity 
to be idivkled, atid^i^^ should be Idsfug^ 
Miss Anne itoo, ifthere is a party at her 
lather's ; and I am sure neither Henrietta 
liar. { shotidd ea#e nt all for the (day^ if 
Mkoi Anne conM not be with iis.^ 
^-. Aane Mt tnrfy ^^Uiged to her fw m^. 
lsittcbtois$ and qiiite:at niuch-so, more^er; 
fbf tbe opportunity it'ga^e hereof decided^ 

uy)fyf^ '-' ** ■ 

' *^ If jft^depended onij^ x^n nay inetidhtiMiy 
nsa^^m^ the party at home (excepting cM; 
Mary*!^ ncpolunt) would* nbt be the boialtest 
ilbpc9diaient. I have ho pleasure' inrtlri£ 
0ort of meeting, and should be to6' happy* 
«a ebangeTtibrapiay, and with yoo/'Btait^ 
it had better not: bit atteoaipted, fwiftapi^'^ 
She 'fa£id i^p^en it-^ bdi she 'tumbled 



vk^tt ji/t,.:wsm jdoaa^ .comaook .Ant htn 
words were listened to, and daring 0^ 
^dm to try lo obserye.their; ettecrt. . 

It Was men getteraliy ^i^eed thslt Tiies« 
^Y sbonlld be thii day^rChanTes. bnlyi mN 
sarvii% tlie ^vantage of . still . teaaingf hid 
wife, by persisting th^t h^ woi^d gD.tii 
the play, io^^inorm w> if nQb#% iels^4AmiU4 
: 0ft}itam :Wentivofth .kA Ms: atet^ aM* 
walked 1ft> dxefine^ami; :|)irobadily .1G>r iM 
srfiioe' of Waking awayi^te.it . saba afiter* 
Vi»fids> and takingflb atau^mi^ ^ith iesiteiCN 
Meed design,; by Anna : 

*' Tbu have not been long enMi|^ «e 

parties of the piaoe/V 
. /* Oh4 ilo. The itsaal cbacw^ oC 
tditai has. nothipg ^ mt. 1 I ant no^esfdU 
jplajreiV*' .. '» • ^-^ 

,. ^r!i^oowereiibl2l(u»abrlyv£I^^ 
d1ii(fMrihttfe toiAie.«Mr«b ^dJMibtktiefiiiiAteli 
ttiiiii|nahiiiig|K.!' 
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. ^< liMfiSHM^ ye^ ao^iquob ettangcdt'' cried 
Ai^i^ ^nd ^^pped^ fearing she hardly 
knew wh^t miscoiiislruction. After wait^ 
ing a few momenU I^e said-^-and as iT it 
Wisire ithe result of imraediAte fecJinlf^ 
5^ ,Ift^s a period, indeed ! Eight years abd 
»il4f i&a period!*' 

, Wi^ther he would ha^e proceeded &lv 
ibf^ was left to Aaae'^ ii]ctagi|iatii(Hi to 
poadcpr .0¥.ejr io: a palia^er hotir:; for wfail^ 
&|il} fie^riag the' sounds he had uttered, 
slfi§,yf9^^ startle^ to other subjects by Hen^ 
fiet^aa eager tom^ke Hse of the preieftA 
l«i${il[fi/pr g^^mg o<it,:a(nfd oalling.onrhfer 
cpjnuaujipi^ to lG|se no lime, lest isonae^ 
body else. should fCpxKie in. 
.. Thf^y :jW!ere^oyigpA to ivicfve; Anne 

t#^. 9f ibieii« p^rjFpQtly r€*jiy,.Wld)trifid 
to Ipuk it ; but &^ f<^t that. couldl^M^ 
f^i^^i;vaye k^pwo ^e ir^ret»and reiuiCjti 
^ifijij9p4>f h^rl^eart.i^ (}^itjying;tl|atcbwVim 
pre^ajriujg to quit t^e rcH>m,^ she'i^autd 



have r<iundy in all her own tM^sations fof 
her cousin, in the verjr securitjr id ^U» 
alfeetion, wherewith to pity her. 

Thfeir preparattons, however, werestop^- 
ped short. Alarming sounds were heard; 
other viajtors approached, and the ^oot 
w^ thrown open for Sir Waltea* and Miss 
SHiot, whose etitrance seemed to give a-; 
general chiU* Atme felt an in^nt op^^^ 
pres9i<»i^: and5 wherev^ she looked, saw^[ 
symptoms of the same. The comfort, 4be ■ 
fritodotfi, the gaiety of the room was weri 
hilihed into cold Composure, ^etermned 
sil^Doe, or imripid tatk^ to meet the hefurt^ 
leM( el^nce of her father and sister; 
How mortifying to feel that it was so! 

Her jealous eye was satisfied in <ioe 
particular.' Captain Wentwortfa was ac^* 
kaawledged again by each, by £Iizabedl 
m^te graci<^sly than before* She eiren 
addiessed him once, and looked at bmi 
more than oneew EHsab^h wai^ in ikct^ 
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revolyiiig a great measare. The lequel 
explained it. After the waste of a fevt 
minutes in saying the proper nothings; 
she began to give the invitation which 
was to comprise alt the reniaining dae^ 
of the Mosgroves. ** To-morrow eveni 
ing, to meet a few friends^ no format 
party •'* It was all said very graces 
folly, and thecards with which she had; 
provided herself, the ** Miss Elliot at 
Jiome^*' were lard on the table, with a 
courteous, comprehensive smile to ail 3 and 
due smile and one card more decidedly 
for Captain Wentworth. The truth viras; 
that Elizabeth had been long enough iii 
Bathy to understand the importance of a 
man of such an air and appearance as hia. 
The past was nothing. * The present was 
that Captain Wentworth would move 
about well in her drawing-room. ' The 
card was pointedly given, and Sir Wallet 
and Elizabeth arose and disappeared. * ^ 
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Tbe ifttorraplJoQ had b^M^wx^t^ibp^gh 
s^ecje-; and ea^e and ammation rc^tum^ 
taiDQSt of those they Je(t, as thedparj^faqt 
tiiem.out, but not to Anno. .She eojoU 
tljuuiikoBjj of th^ invitation, abe hod wi^b 
wjich.astom3hnv&i>t>3fcvitue«;9ed;, .w4 ,of*tbe 
^nmner jn which: it liad bcea recf^ve4>.« 
mwni^r. oC doubtful meaning) of Mnprise 
rather tlian grati^catioi^ of polite acknixi^ 
Jedgmeiit ratter* thsm acceptance. 8i^ 
Jcn^w him^ she.saiv dis^in ijx. his ajr^ mi 
pQuIdinQt venture (o Ifdieve. ttmt he b»i 

m 

dfrti^rflQ^ined.tp aocep|i sat?h an o%{i;qg^ ^ 
ajM3^€}i»/^atibiyail t)ie iQ3pIi;fiife,Q£tbi9:]^a.^ 
IJer sipirits. ^aipH, }le;.l^e|4 *he^i;»r4 » 
Jits haud after they were gone, as if deqiljr 
qpnsidering it, ,,:'-, 

. ** Qnly think of .Eliaabeth'a iaduding 
^verj^ body!" whispered Mjary i{»i|y.aii^ 
difeJy. " I do not wonder. Captmnt Wj^^ 
wortbxis'4eligbtedI' Yo^ s^e be.ailiMf 
put theewd out ^f hi5.|uii»q|%r * 






A4Hie fsattgM hb? ^; saw bit cheeks 
gloir» and bis moath form itself into a ino^ 
fnietttary expression of contempt,, and 
fttimed- away, that she might lieither m# 
ikw liear m^re to vex hep. 
' ^ Thf party separated. The ^gmil&ott^ 
had\ their own pursuits, the ladies pro* 
^t^ed' on their own business, anditiiey^ 
Aiet no more while Anue belonged tto 
them. 8he was eArweittly beggedto return 
and dine, and gfve them all the test of 
die day ; bat her stpirits had been so long 
. egcerted, Jthat at present, she felt unequal 
to niove, and fit only for home, where.she 
might be. sure of being as silent as slxe 

Promiskig to be with them the whole 
of the following morning, therefore^ ihe: 
closed the fatigues of the present, hy. *a 
toiJsoiile walk to Camderi'^ place, there to; 
spend the evetting chiefly in listoai^ tC^ 
the busy arrangements of Elisabeth 9nfk 

yoh. IV. V » 
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Mrs.' Ckkf ibr the m(xtrvtf*9 party, the 
frequent emimeratioa of the pcrsQ9s ii^ 
vhed, and the cootinually improving 44« 
ImI of all the embelli^oieats which vf^m 
to make it the most comfl^^ ,€^hgV9k 
#r ita kind in Batb» while hara^^iog ^er* 
self in secret with the never-eodipg giiefti 
tion^ whether Captain Went worth wquIA 
CODK or not ? They were r^ck(Hnng km 
as certain, but, with her, it was a gnfMVH 
ing aolicitude never appeased for five wi- 
Qutes together. She generally thoi^gfa^ 
he would conve, because ste generally 
Uaaughihe ought ^ bilt it vtm a case whiob 
she could nc^ so shape into any positive 
act of duty or discretion, as inevi 
to defy like suggestioiK of ^^ery oppoiate 
fe^ingg* 

' Shieonly roused hersdf firom the brood- 
ingft of this restless agitation, to tet Mr& 
ClajT hkow that she had lieen seMiivii|i 
Mn EUiot three hourfaftejr his be^iup^ 




pimoi Ho be otti of Bath; 'for Iravm^ 
wotoiied .'in vmtk Kdr tome intiihatidn df 
ihe. ibtemew fmm the hidy Iterself, she 
deteraiineil t6 metlticlni il; atidit derettifd 
tor fasr <db«t thefe w^ guilt in Mrs. ^Clay'^ 

m 

fact iw she toMtied. It Was transient, 
• , . ^ 

(fcleiired away in an iD^ttnt, but Ann^ 

todd imAgme sfhe r^dd^tt^ere the cbn'^ 

ibidom^fis of iMtving, ^by some eoIn|)^K:^a-* 

tioii of mdlud^rtdc, or feome bverbearing 

antlibrky/cff >bifc, beeh obliged to attend 

(perhaps for half an hour) to his lectures 

and restrictions on ber designs on Sir 

Walter, She exblaimed, however, with a 

very tolerable imitation of nature, 

"Oh dear! very true. Only think. 

Miss Elliot, to my great surprise I met 

with Mr. Elliot in Bath-street! I was 

never mor/e astonished. He turned back 

and walked with noe to the Pump-yard. 

He had been prevented setting off for 

Thoruberry, bttt I really forget by 

N 3 



>vhatF-^for I was in a httrry^ and coald 
not much attendj and I can only ansvre 
for his being 4)9teriDipa4 not to b^ cfelayod 
in his r^urn« He wanted to knowfatuip 
early h^ 8fig)|t be wtmitted ; tp^momw: 
He.wa^ fuU ^f^^'tq-aiorrow;" and hm 
Yery ev449n(>ikhat I h9iv% been full ;af it 
(00 eu^ $li^t'I:entieF!^ tibe b9use^alld 
learnt the exteoisioft of yoiajt plw, aodail 
that bad tiap{iei)^» or my feeing bkn 
could neyer have gone 9o. eulirely pui my 
head/' 
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CHAPTER XI. 



' Onk day only bad pass^ since Aoae's 

eohyereratian with Mrs. Smith; hnt a 

lii^enei* interest had succeeded) Md site if^as 

f now so Ihtie touched hy Mr. Blliafc'ff con- 

^^1 except by its eflfect$ in one qi;iivA^r» 

\' 

.?lh4t Jt becjune a naUer of course tte 
.«fift miq^tiing, still «o defer her fXfima^ 
tory visit in Jtirersrstreet. She had |Mro- 
luised to be with the .Musgroves from 
breakfast to dinner. Her faith W83 
plighted, and Mr. Elliot's charsicter, Kke 
the SoUaness Scheherazade's head> most 
live [another day. 

. She . could not keep her appointment 
punctualiy^ however ; the weal^r was 
unfavourable, and she had griev(^ over 
the rain, on her friend's account, and fkh 
it very much on her own,. beforjB she was 



.&{4 

able to attempt the walk* When shci 

reached the White Hart, and made her 

way to the pro jpir ag^f]|[ic^nt, she found 

herself neither arriving quite'in time, nor 

the fir^st to arrive. The party befive her 

wtne! M4*s. Muagrove, talkia^g to Mrs. 

' Giofti and Cafrtain Horviile. to €aptatn 

* Wentm>rt}^ and .she imtni^diately ^ard 

<lhat Itfary mtd^ Henriettdy top impatieat 

i^^«0^il^ had^goneontAh^fniotiient itslMid 

-ctoai^, b^ would t be back again- 8000^ 

-ftiHl thatthostMctefitinjunctiOfis^bad l^eu 

iifsft' \«itb^ Mi%i. Mosgrbve, to Iseep her 

itiwre tilt -they retur4ied. She liad oiiIjb to 

^M&mit,' 9ft down, be outwardly. c^mpose^ 
4ud«fQi9l herself ptnnged at oiM^ein^all tht 
agitations which she had'.ttiepely' liiid iier 
iiceaijuki 4^^ tmtikig ^ Utude befora the 
WwniBf^ idosedi TiMce* H8a$ no:;4ckijr^ 
nocwMte ojf.tiiDM^ She vtast deep M tiMf 
Uapl^iiiess oCaiich misery* or llie xaimfjMf 
ambJ|iaI^ltB•(■s^,iMtalltiy. Twxkinfmitea 
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Him fa«r enterhiig the rMm, CiipMm 
W^rtworth safid, 

"We will write the letter ive were 
tftlkmgof, Harville^now, if yoit ni^ill-giye 
nto Hiarterials,*** 

Materials were dl at hand> on a se* 
parate table; he went to it, and nearly 
turning his back oh them all^ was en« 
grossed by wriftng. 

Mrs. Musgrove was giving Mrs; Croft 
tiie history of her eldest daughter's eii-* 
gagement, and just in that inconvenient 
tone of voice which was perfectly audible* 
while it pretended to be a whisper* Anne 
Mt that she did not belong to the con- 
iversatioQ, and yet, as Captain HarviSe 

» 

seemed thoughi^l and not disposed to 
i^ik, she cdttld not avoid hearhig many 
Midimrfible f parttcnlurs, such as '^ how 
Mr, Musgrove and my brotter Hayter 
btul( met again add again to; (alk it over; 
what my broiheMisty«n* Md «|tid one 
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df^Tf and wbat . Mr. Muagf ot« bad pro 
posed the next, and what had occurred to 
my. sister Hayter, and what the young 
people had wished, and whisd; I ssud at 
first I never coufd consent to, but was af^ 
terwards persuaded to thmk migiit' do 
^"ery weU," : and a great deal in the same 
style . of open -bearted conununication — 
Minuti^ wihich, even with every ad van* 
tiige'jof taste ^nd delicacy which good 
Mrs* Muagroife eould not give, could he* 
properly interesting only £o the princi* 
pals: Mrs* Croft wils lending witl^ 
grw^ good iiumoiM*, acid wheneyeir she 
sppke^at all, it was vety sensibly. Amiai 
lu)p^ tke .gentkmea might each be to* 
iliyoh self-occupied to hear, 
s <* And.so> ma'ams jaU t/i^se. ^ii^ coqk 
s^e.i:ed,''sarid:Mrs. Maiigroveinb6t'p<>wer^; 
fyt.wbi^Qr,*^ though we could l)!ave wjsbefl. 
i\ , different, , y^t : altogelher: we did not 
t^inV it ^ii; to; aMtiw) <iQ% 9»y Ibi^or ; foe 
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"Charkttlia j^er was guite wild alxmt it^ 
-Md Henrietta wad . pretty ' near as bad ; 
and so we thought they had better inarrj 

* 

jit oijce> and mak^ the best of it, as many 
-others have done before them. At any 
rate» said I, it will be better than a long 






i '' That n precisely what I was going 
to observe/' cried Mrs^ Croft. ** I would 
lather have . yoong people' settle . on a 
small income a( once, and i)ave to struggle 
with a ^ fdw difficulties together, thaa.be 
jnv^lvid iu a long engagement I . al* 
.way^ think ^at no mutual — " 
- **Ohl dear Mrs. Croft,'* cried Mrs* 
MufigroTe, unable to let her finish her 
apeeob, ^^ there is nothing I so abomif- 
pate for young people as a long engage* 
ment. It is what I always protested 
against for my children* It is all very 
well, I used to say, for young people to 
be engaged, if there ia a certainty of their 

N 5 
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;dwii riA .twelve .fafafei.A .^smg^^eogkgi^^ 

inwu « •♦ 

- << .Yes, dear majBuny" said Mr^. CpoA^ 
'^roD.an uncertaia engageoieirt; an .C9> 
.gagement! which; imjr be ldiig» Ta 1)6^. 
without knowing that at s«d» a ti|ii». 
"thffiDs will be I the means vf cbarrjing, I 
•hold .to be rery. unsafe and unwise) and. 
iwhat^ 1 thinks ^ giarencs' shoaldi pravtnt 
as &r as theycanta." . 

Anne found an unexpected intereat 
-herd. She felt its appUcatton to heraeify 
felt it iu a neryoua^hrili all ^v^v ber, mid 
at !thei same jnomisixt that ber ejrei in** 
stinotively glanced towands the distattit 
table, Captain Went worth's, pejt, ceased 
to, move^ his liead was jaised,* paasin^^ 
listeningi and he turned rpand ithe nexl 
instant to give a look-^-^me qnick, conh 
ficiou^ lopk at her# 
.. The two ladies, continue^ to ^ta)k^ to 



rttmrge limine »dmttttfdl imths^' ^xA^etim 
ftNTM them i^itfa sudi^ esaniples of the ill 
effect of a commry practice, as bad fidhsir 
witfainf their ob^ermtionvli^iit AnAohearJ 
Rothiti^' disfitii^tXy ; it wa^ aiily a bus? of 
#6rdi^ in ber ear, h^ mind was in con«^> 

Captain HarviHe, who had in trntb 
bi^ heaHng none of it^ now left bis se^lt, 
akd^'indved to* a wincfe^ and 'Anne seem«^ - 
tng to wat6h him,' though it was from^ 
tfiorongh absence of mind, became^ra^' 
dually sensible tbat he wks inviting Her 
tbjbin hfcir where, he stoqdi He Ibbkied 
ai herwith^a srhik^ and a little motion oiP 
th« head; whkh expressed, -*' Come to 
Bfte, I tmte sometiihg^o say;** and the un-' 
afiectcfd, easy kindness of Wanner which 
d^oted 'the^ feelings of {sLnr older acquaint^ 
a\ice thaa;he really was, strongly en-^ 
forced the invitation. She roused herself 
and weh&t6 bim. 11^; WJ&dOw at whitbf 



1m .aload, trss ftt:tbe'«flMer':«tA '«if ^thiK 
jiooiQiiftom wtmre, the twno: Uditn-wtnt 
vttm^t .i^d( tholis^ nearer to :Caplate^ 
WmtiwmAti!^ Mble, not very idean j|» 
Ibe joined bi«v Captitin Hja^nlle*9.cfowi* 

fttl expr^sion which seemed its HiMbtt*! 

, *vLo9k ber^t'* :»iMl he, onfiaMiag ft fm^. 
edl in h\$ hsMM^ Aod <]|ffila^^vft:4nMitt 
miviature pftiatili|^:'^do you k»ow^ho 
that isT' , .: .. i 

. •• Certainly, Captnifl Benwick.'^ 
J ^ Yesj and you way .goesa Who iti M 
fiphr*. But (in a ^p toae) it VRaanot ^done 
€or her. Mi^s £lJiQt> do you remember 
QW: walking t9g«ther ^t X<yiiie» and griev* 
ijig for him? I.Uttie thpught fchea*^b«t 
op matter* . This iras drawn at th« Cape* 
IffMknet with a clever young Qerman 
%rtisti^.the C^j^^jguod Ui oomptianc^ wkk 
*.PrWM%e.to niy. fK9jQr svst^r, sat t9.hlffi». 
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Md IJtes liinfigklg it home fdr b<^^^ Aiil 
I^veixttlw the charge of ^ttitig it pro# 
plMfy.si^t for anetber ! It wa« It cotnmisK 
9fea 1^ me ! But yrho *etae vmk Hime to 
eofrptojr ^ I hope 1 cbn alfow &r hiip. 'I 
fju^Bot sorry, indcdcl, to ma^e it over tn 
imtftki^*. He m^Aertakes it-^lofdriiig to- 
wards Csifiiaiu Wentwortb) be is writing 
{tNlui it uomi*' Aad witb'a c^forvering 
%k%l|e''WMMQk$l Mp ; tbe whole by adding'^ 
• ^ Poor Fanny ! jhd would^ not have ' tM* 

r 

g^^eti btnok SO ^onJ" . ;'^ • 

** Ko," replied Annel»» in talow feeling 

voice. : •* TM» I <*n; easily teJieve***! 
?* It was n»t. in her nature. She doated 

x>n hi«." 

* ^' It wouM not be the nature of any. 

If ot^an who truly Ibvdd/* 
.Captain Harrtlle smiled,' as israeb M 

tx> say, ^* Do yon oiaim that for yomr^^V 

^nd $he. answered the questions^ stniling 



ik^ «.¥^; We oertaiiiff da? licirfcpg*! 
ymi} to MM»n as jroii fbi^et ii$; It isr, {Mr^^' 
hapfs^ our fate rather timn our ili^it. /Wit 
odtiinAlielp oomlireik, ^iV!e live at Iko^e} 

i 

^uiet^ : conlinedly and dur Melingi j|>t^^ 
oj^^Hivas^ Yott at*e^' forced. otie^iJeifiMt^ 
!Xbi»> liittre al^ayB » a profe^ion^ pftirstfillf^ 
^oiitims of«isame<sort or 0^r^ tb talce 
fimi back into the worM imm^iaCely; and 
ctmt&wial oGcnpaticMi • sn^ tkmBkge soMfH 
weaken {mpie$sions/*':' ! ' ? > .o». 
^ Granting your assertimy thatlAitf 
irarUdoes ail this bo soon for nfen, 
(wbldr, iiowever, I de tiot tkink I sAmll 
^rant) it does not apply to Benwick. He 
has not been forced upon any exertion. 
Ttie peace turned^ him on ibore at the 
very moment, and be has been living with 
as, tbt»^ iittie fimoiiy-circie^ ever Huc^.'* 
; "^^Pme/* said Aene, *' irery true ; 'f 
^id not recoileetj but what shall we saf 



v^l Ca|>l«MiHiurvillft^If)«beMelnBge he 

» 

Gaptaiur i^enwickv'' . " 
. \ '^ Noy :nbi it i« aot^jiMin's nittire.. -^ I niii 
tiot^aHtPiv it to be ttiQi^ mcin^s <iifttttiie tbM 
w^^oMta'a to bo inoondtMit, and ifb^^al* 
tl^iietttejr dDlove, or^av^ loveidk' . I be^ 
liffiBS . tbe Td^enpe^/ I . b^l^dve > ih -^ true* 
analdgy bdtweeri diir bodily iiram^f aiKL 
eiyr.ipieiiialj jpd tbat 9» our-' bodies are 
tjhei strongest^ ^ are owt feelings j^^isspable 
of bearing most rough tisAge^ and* riding* 
QUttbe beavioA weatlier.'^ ; ' 

** Your feelings may be theetrongest/^ 
lieflied Atkne^ '^ but th^ same spirit of 
analogy wiil authorise^' me to assert tbat 
ours ^r^ the niost tender* Mbn^is-more- 
p^nst ihaft^wom^n^ b«t he k not longt^-* 
lived J ' which exactly explains my view 



«k.m>uftd,be 490 hiuFd lUpim^ jiQtt» i£it .vmp 
otberwiae. You Imve difficulties^ aod.p|Ok. 
isMioAms iEa(i4 cUu»ger3. enough to straggle 
with. You are al ways labouring and boiU 
tH^ l^xpoaedAo e^veiy risk imd. hardship. 
%uijr hon^s ^uoytry* fri^sis all. ^tded. 
$^Uh^r .time^ uor h€altb> oor life^. to. be 
ciilejt yoRir omxu It^wpuldbe top hard lo-i 
ck^'C^itfa a £|Iteriilg Vjoice) '^if wOQum'isi 
&«iog».iivere to be? sdded.to aU tibis*^' r . 
V '^ We fiMl De%<esr9freQ.ij^|i tills fifa»- 
Jiii>n'^-^9|^tain l^viUf w^s ^gin^jog^ 

t>P : say / wb^n 9^ alight noise c^Ied tbeir 
attention to Ca{]rC9iM Went wortb'a kit hi^rto 
p^ri^salyqui^t, division of the rwm. It 
iK^s nj9thii)g.inQr/i than that his. p.«n,l^ul 
fjdlen.dqwn^ but Ann^ was i»tart|f<| at 
f]/iding>im qeacer than she. had suppq«ed, 
and hf^f incline^ tp suspect tl¥>t th^ p^ 
ly»4. poly; falten, because l^ hs4,l)iee^,9j^. 



tf^ied ify tbsm, titrifiag to c«^di^«Mild% 
which yet'shd did not thiok he etiftld btw 
caught. * 

; ^^ Hav^you fiiii^ed yovtt tetter?** said 
Ctfptain Harville. '^ Not q«ite, a few Uo^ 
Ittbre. : I ^aH have done in S^e imitutM.^ 
^' There is no hurry on my sidfe. l:im 
pnly refady wbenlev'er you arie.-^I'am Hi 
tery igood ahchordge: here," (stoilkig i<k \ 
Anne) *^ weH snppltedr azljd wAnt for ao-^ 
thing,— No hurry for a signal at ifllv*-** 
W«ar, Mis3 Elliot, '•(low^eringhisvokit) **at 
I ^as saying, we shatl never agree I si^ 
pofi^ up<>d Uiis |>ojnt. No man and wonuus 
lYould, pi^bably. ' But let taae i>b^tiNfe 
that alt hisiorks are against y ou,aU stotii^^ 
prtots and verae. If 1 had sneha itkemoty. 
aa JBenwic^c, I eotlld bring yon fifty qiMtaN 
iionsin.a mdment ob my side the.arg«» 
ment, and I donot^tbink I eirer opiened;a 
hook ia thy life which bad. not 8ometfai«^> 
tci iay lifML #<3Diiaa't locDoatanQy . Soog^ 



tflS 

MiSi i But ^ilmps ^you wHl i^y, thes^f 
were all written by men." ' 

i i^ Perhaps I shMj^Tes, y^s^ If you 
fJcttbe» no referisrice to exaiti pies 1 n^ bo€^s J 
Meii^hifWiiiA^tefy adrmntage ^of m^^ 
Iffittiig their mm ' story* ' Ediicatian has 
tateui: theirs m » npixdi higher a d^^i^ | 
Aerpen has beeii^ in their bands. ' I vrfll 
Mt allotvt books to pftMre ^Miy tMn^/^ 
- -*5i Butr^how fibaU we pi?ove any thtsg ^ 
< .;^ ^*e<s«^v» flhsdi. We newr can' ejf* 
pfot U> fumve any thing upon soch a p^itit: 
1^ tti^ a. (UfibrenM* of opinion which does 
liot 4ftdoiit4»f prooC We each begin pro«' 
\miAy witlLra> Httie bias towards our owa 
stfXf ami npott that bias buikl • ev^ety dK 
0Uiitance in fa\)tRir of it^whkii iKaS'*^^- 
Qpcred within oBfi awn^eirde; m«ay^ 
which circiMiistenees {perinps tbose teff 
capes wibich strike us libe mofs^i asnu^lw 
piwiiely.iluGhjai canttofe b» limiUjiifc^MN 



Mf 

'ifUfd -^itlimi^ betraying! a confiieiicef or 
;}ii mm^ tespect . ^y ing -^MiMJb ihouldi not 

:^ ** Ah 1" cried Caplaiii HBrvtlle, • in a 
tone of Mrqog fr«yttg, ^< if I icoold but 
tffud^e you ooflfipreheiid whata la^niSiiffert 
when he takes a last look at bis wife and 
^itM^f^ .aikd^watobes tbeiboat 4hat he 
JBM wot them oSun, aa Jatig ag it is iii 
sights aad.thaiv tMBS away and «yi^ 
* God . icnews /vrihetber we evbfi meet 
again H^ Aqd tbtn^ if I cctuld* coiivey to 
ypulba. glow of hisisoui when he does loe 
them.agva.; wbe»^ qqasing' baok* after 
a. '. twehremontli's* absence perhaps, and 
iibUgad <io^ put into another port,* he eeA*^ 
cahftefthowtsooail be possible to get them 
ition, fTeteipdiag to dect^va hidafteif, and 
Mj^iag, ^ Tiiey<oannot be^here tilt sucU*li 
day^' bnt all the while hoping for then^ 
tw^e houi!« soimery and seeing them 
arrive «t last^ as if <Hea¥eb had givesi 



1 



t6i 

Hiient.witogS) bjr many Hod rt sooner fstltti 
If I. could exphtrn to yea at) this, smd aD 
that a man can bear and do^ and gloried 
.tordojfiir the' sake oftbese treasures of his 
jenislence! I speaks you kno^v^oiifly of such 
iiMSAaa have hearts r pressing his dwa 

; ''. Oh !" cried Aorie eagerly, r Ihcipt 
Ido justice to! all' that is ifeh Sy yon, and 
Jby/thdi^ who resemUe you. God ibrbid 
IhiHiI'.ahould undervaQue the wartn and 
AithAilfeeUikgs of any of my kUdw^tte^ 
iufes. I should deserve ot^r ccmteitipfc 
if Id^red to teppose that true attache 
ta^t and constaney were known boly by 
nfieHdian. > No, I • belbve :y<te eaphUe of 
fivety thing greM and good ii»yo«P«d«E^ 
fkd lived. I beli«hreyooiN|ttafcto.eferf 
j^portMit ^xeirtion^ and^to ewi^y d<mes^ 
^rbiearapce, so lolig a&^rif I majl bf ak 
Ifrw^ the expt^fAofn 90 long as jroa Jteve 
M pbj^t,: ;1 08MQ, %fhae t|M& .Urottap ymi 
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MeJu/^ imd }{ir^s for ydu; All the pill 
yHegQ I iclaim for liiy <hv& s^x (it is isiol^W 
yery enviable oie, you li&ed npt cbvet |t)^ 

mwHeia hope w goae;*^ ; * ' ♦ • 

She could oot ioi^di^tely have iMte^efl 
fiiiotiiei!iseii«etii)6 • her h^krt was loo ful^ 
ber ;biiMUiIi^:t0o^od) oppressed • * - • • 
1 v Yo4i are sigbod somi/^ eried Capfaiai 
Harville, putting his hand oa her arm 

" a'^ite affectionately. ** There is noqiiar^ 
relling. mth you.-~And wfaeo I Wnwk of 
Ben wick, my tongue id tied.** 

Their attention was called towards the 
oliier8b«-*^r8< CroA; was taking leave, ^ > 
: ^ Here, Frederick, you and! part 0on^' 
pmy,! belie ve,*' said she. ** I*am goin^ 
home^ and you have an engageoient With 
ysoar.frjmid^-^To-iiigfat we may have the 

"* pleasure of $XL meeting again, at yoi^r 
partjV' (tan^ngto Ahne.) - '^ WebadiyoMf 
sister's card yesterdi^y and I utid^tood 



lietter in 9%at bast^.^ 41^ IswfMrii** 

,^* Yet," «a4 boi <• *eify 4wi»rr Im^mm 
separate, b4t {IlumUe iumI I iJMttfMb-lMf 
ffteij yw^.that .i»* H«rvUte,.if y^ «re 

ypu.,wiU notbe s®rry4o;b«.'«i'. I -tlHili 

« 

^ Otjypor *ertVic« inhalf amiftirte.." - 

Mrs. Croft' le^t them, ^ami £^i|}taitt 
Wenism^fti^, baviog /seaWd: fcis Ictt** t^ith 
great r/»f«<Jity, waft iodee^} ready^^Mid'iiiii 
ej»en.a Iww-iii^, agH«t;e{i aiiI, wtlipb ^tbi#ed 
ia»|)ati9fioe!to b.e.gotie. '4mne Mnivpet 
botV't&iuftderstao^it. Sbe b»d-tbe jkuadoHi 
^«.^oo<H jBofniiiigi God Uete y4«ii':Vfi»m 
Xi^Hftlain. |l4krvilie> :b«»t froHa lum^'ttittt :« ' 
HMwd; HOP: a l«oik. HeJMd:fMfl^ (wl:«4 
th9iowto.willi4i}t.:ailo<iJ(! . 
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ttRBifig:;' the door optned; it rww Imh 
iyp|l» : Ha . b^gNrd ; f heir panioti, Imtrbe 
kad forgottien his glDv«i^ and kietearisf 
ecQpsiBg the: .room to the wnting tabh^ 
and i^Mldiog with hk^liiMk t<Mrards Mm. 
MwsppoYe, h^ drew OQt a letter frcsnr 
uodsr t)^ s^aHfff ed pti^er, placed k Jbe« 
fi^^Aniie wUheyies ofigloviuag j^ntreatjr 
iixad an ti^edr for a. ip^KB^nk, luid bafltiljr 
collecting his glpye^ w#B/again out*of tb(e( 
rpoip» almost, hefoie; M^$^ Kfusgrove was 
aw ve oi! hi|s .being iii it-^he W4>rk of an> 

,!|:h^ r^ivolution wlM<?h c^A^ i^I^^l^ ^^' 
m^de in Anne, wfs afqAOf^ b^yoi^d e(x«*» 
pres9)Of[i. , The letter,., with fi d''*'^^'^^ 
hvd^y ilegibile, to " Miss f^f E— :/' w^ 
eytde^tly ^t^ aae. ji^ich .he had beeni 



viiriDg only to CapUhi Bei««rk;k;h»tarf- 
ibeeoi abo iNidlratiii^ Imp ! ^ On ttie^ cnh»> 
tcM« of that hmtt dttMiidcd aD aiWoii 
fMfl world «o«l^ d« fiNr'her! '■ Awjr tl>^ 
icat po«%ik>:aiij thing migiit bedaA^ 
^liberttianetMpeniei Mm. Motgraiwj hnl 
' ktste arrangeinai** of b«r «w»^ai tet-cwii 
MMe ; toiiteir pr4t«ctioa sbe musTtrai^^n^ 
sittkiiig into |he dHiir wliieh he tMimmf 
f^i iwccsa^kig t* the: tary spot whipe 
1l^ had ieati«ii< and t»i4ttit;a, her ^f««^ 
Mtired'the fbthM^i^ ««fd« : ' ' 

' «* I can listen no let^ier in silenc*/- I 
«♦ Biurt speak to yon by -such oMaiw « ' 
** are within my reach. You pietetimf 
'*»onl. I am half agony, hirif lw|«. 
** {Tell me n<rt that I am too hue, thai iMh 
" precions''fedings^are gone For ef«r.-I 
« <^er tftyself to you i^san with A 
«* ev^n-more vour Oivm lJulfr%iytt 






•^glBfcfef^^iVikeit^ eight' y6d« atid'altelf 
^^ago. Dare not say that man forgets 
^ sooner 4;han woman, that his love has 
^ ait* earlier death: I have lov^d'^none 
***%<it ytDlt. • UnjrfSt I may haVfe 'beie'h/ 
'^^w^k^'^'and resetitfbl Thave bfe*6; b*it' 
*«^tiev^r' inconstant: Yofi atohe hi*e 
«♦ ttfblighr hie to Bwii. F6r yo^ aldh^ I 
think and ptan.-^Have you' n6t 'se^n 
fHWl CahybuYaiVtolia^eunM^tdbd 

« 

*^tty wishteS?— r'had ndt'waMd' eveA' 
*< ijrts*' tettdaysr, totild I hove rtad yotk*' 
*'*feijlirigs, as: I think you riiqst haW 
** pefaetrated nJirie.' I can hardly write." 
«^Iatn^-everyinstattt tearing something- 

* ' _ 

/^'wfaitih otirpoWers* me; You stnit yodr ' 
** vditiei; but! can distihgtiish the toties* 6f 
** thttit voice, when they would'bie lost on" 
'*^ othfefe-*-^Too 'good, too excellent crea-* * 
^•^ tiirti 1 You do us justice indeed. . You ' 
« do believe that theite i^true attachment * 
** and* constancy among men. Beliteve 
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^ itao be most f^rvent^ most ttadenn^*' 
"Jng in 

^ ' n . muit . go., UBcertaia ^^ . my S^e i 
^< but! shall return hithernor foUoiv ycmr 
^\ party 9 as soon as possible. A word^ a 
^' look will be enough to decide whether ^ 
*'' I enter your father's house thi&evemng^ 
'^ or never.*' 

Such 4a letter was not to be soon:4Peoo* 
vered fronu Half an hoar's soIitude»ii|yi 
reflection might have tranquillized, btfi 
but the ten minutes on)y> which now > 
passed before she was interrupted, with 
all the restraints of her situation,, coidd 
do nothing towards tranquillity. Every, 
moment rather brought fresh agitatiop# 
It was an overpowering happiness. Aod 
l>efore she was beyond the first stage of 
fuU eensatiouy Cliarles, Mary, ^and H^^ 
.xietta all came in. ; \ 

The absolute necessity of seemiog 
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Kte mrseif produced then an imtn^iate 
<^8gl6; but after a while she couid do 
ft0 Move. She began ' not to understand 
m Word they said« and wias obliged to 
plead indisposition and excuse herself.' 
l%ey could then see that she looked very^ 
ai-^— were shocked and concerned— and 
w^ould not stir without her for tlie world.* 
This was dreadful ! Would they only have' 
gone aiway, and left her in the quiet po^ 
Adisioh of that room/ it woold have been 
Iter cure ; but to have them all standing; 
Of waitiag around her was distracting;^ 
aiid» in desperation^ she said she woald> 
go home. 

" By all means, my dear/' cried' Mrs.; 
Musgroye, " go home directly and take 
care of yourself, liiat you may be fit for 
the evening/ I wish Sarah was here to 
doelor you, but 1 am no doctor myself. : 
Charles, ring and order' a chair. She- 
mti&t noi; waJk•.'^ ' : ' ^ ' v; 



But the chuir woqkl m^ter dp.. Wone 
lli^n all ! To lose tbe p^s^ibiUity of speafer. 
ing two words to Captain Wentworth in 
the course of her quiets solit,ary progress 
up the town (and ^ie felt almost certafii 
of meeting him) could not he boraes. 
The chair was earnestly protected against^ 
and Mrs. Musgrove, who thought only of 
one sort of illness^ having assured. herself 
vilh some anxiety^ that there hada h^n 
00 fall in the case; that Anue haduciV 
at any time lately, slipped. dowin^ and got 
^ blow on her head ; that she was pec^» 
fecdtly . coitvinced of having had no fall, 
could part with her cheerfully, aud de- 
pend on findi^ig her better at. night. . 

Anxious to omit no po3isible precailirt 
tion> Anne struggled^ and said, 

^' I am afraid, ma'am> th^t. it is.nAt. 
perfectly understood. Pray be so good 
ae to mi^Dtioa to the other geutlemea 
that we hope to see youc whole.. partf. 



this Evening. 1 am afraid there has been 
)tome mistake; and I wish you particu* 
larly to assure Captain Harville^ and Cap* 
tain Wentworth, that we hope to see 
them both/* 

** Oh ! my dear, it is quite understood, 
I give you my word. Captain Hisirville 
has no thought but of going/' 

** Do you think so? But I am afraid; 
and I should be so very sorry! Will 
you promise me to liieiition it, when yoii 
6ee them again? You will see them both 
iigain this morning, I dare say. Do pfd^ 

* * * 

tnise me/* 

** To be sure I ^iH, if you wish It* 
Charles, if you see Captain H^ville any 
*rbere, remember to give Miss Anne's 
message. But ihdeed, my dear, you need 
not be uneasy. Captain Harville holds 
himself <ltiite engaged, Fll Answer for Jit j 
and Captain Webtworth the san^e, I dare 



m 

Anoe rcouM^ do DO t^ore^ Uit ber b^^ 
prophesied some mischi^ncey to damp the 
perfection of her felicity^ It coidd not 
be very lasting, however. Evei^ ST he di4 
not come to Gamden-place himself it 
wotdd be in her po^v^r to send ao Intel* 
)igible^ sentence by Captaia Hacvil^* 

Another momentary vexation* oecmred. 
Qiarles, in his real concern and good* 
|iature;would go home with her ; there was 
jxo preventing, hirav This was almost crnel i 
Bfxt she could not be long ungrateful; 
lie was sacrificing an engagement at a 
gunsmith's to be of use .to her ; and she 
set off with him, with no feelii^g ^ut gra» 
Utude apparent*. '\ 

They were in Uoion^street, whea a 
quicker step behind, a something of &^ 
miliar sound, gave her two moments pre* 
paratipn for the sight of Captain Weafcr 
worth* He joined them ; but, as if irre» 
solute whether to join or to pass on>* sai^ 



S7» 
mtihkii g ^ < nJ yl66fced> AiiiietK>ttI9"coov- 

teaoMl herself enough to receive that look; 
had not repulsively. The cheeks which 
bad been pale now glowed, and the 
movements which had hesitated were de* 
cided. He walked by her side. Pre- 
sently, struck by a Sudden thought; 
Charles said, 

^* Captain Wentworth, which way are 
you going ? only to Gay-stareet, or farther 
up the town ?^ 

*^ I hardfy know/*" replied Captain 
Wentworth, surprised. 
* *• Are you going as high as Belmont ? 
Are you going near Camden-place ? Bei 
cause if you are, I shall have no scruple 
in asking you to take my place, and give 
Anne your arm to her father's door. She 
is rather done for this morning, and must 
not go so far without help. And I ought 
to be at that fellow's in the market-place. 
He promised me the sight of a capita^ 



wpvild k^ep it ur^packed . tp .|be h&t^fxs^ 
9i^le jtnoment, .tb^t I might fee \t i 31^ ,if 
I do not ,t]urn .bai?k naw, I hj^ye.nft 
change. By l)is de^pript^on, a, good ^eal 
li|i:e the second-^ized dpuble^barrel of 
mine, ^^hjch ypii sbpt with one day, 

round Winthrop.'* 

« 

There could not be an objection. There 
CQ,uld be Qxdy a mo^t proper ajacrity, 
a most obliging compliance fpr |)^jiic 
yiew ; ^nd .i^mUes reijiii^d in and spirits 
dancing in private r^fji^a. In i^lf ^ 
minute, Chjai;!^ ,iv^s at th|e bot^doi of 
yjiioa*street aga^in^ s^nd jtl^e ot^er %y9Q pt^g? 
ceeding .together j aad soq» wor^s.^n^^iy^ 
had passed between Ahe^ to 4^cide thc^r 
dj^rection towards the cprnp^Lratiy^ly qqi^t 
and retired gravel- walk, where tlie powqr 
of conversation would m^^ke the pves^f^ 
bqt^r a biessirig indeed; and pr^par^ ^t 



recollections of their own fdtufe TA^^ 

eould bestow. There they exchanged 

again those feelings and those promised 

irhieh bad once before deemed to secure 

every thing, but which had been followed 

by so many, many years of division and 

estrangement. There they retarned again 

hito the past, mor^ exquisitely happy, 

perhaps, in their re-union, than when it 

had been first projected; more tender, 

Hfiore tried, more fixed in n knowledge of 

each other's eharacler, truth, and attach«> 

mmt ; more eiqual to act, more justified 

in aietiog^. And thei«e, sis they slowly 

paced the gradual a%ent, heedless <rf 

livery' group around them, seeing neither 

iMintering politicians, bustling bouses 

feeepers, flirting girlsy. nor nursery-horaida 

and children, they could indulge in those 

retrospections^ and acknowledgments, and 

especially in tbose explanations of whal 

bad djreotiy preceded the present lao^ 

o5 



meQt, .wbi<^ were so pQign%nt and sq 
ceaseless in interest. All the little if^^ri^ 
l^ions of the last week were gone tbrpugh i 
%rul of yesterday and to-4$^ thtre could 
scarcely be an end,. «\. 

She had ndt mistaken ;hia). Jealousy 
of Mr. ElKot had been . .the retarding 
yFeight, the donbt, the torment*. Tbitt 
had begun to operate in the i^ery hour of 
^rst meeting her in Bath ; that had i^e^ 
tamed, after a short suspension, to rai^ 
the concert ; and that bad infliiencecL 
him in every thing, he had said aii4 
done^ or omitted to sajr and do, ia the 
last fi>ur-and-twenty hours. It bad he^u 
gradually yielding to the better hopos 
which her looks, or words, or actiow 
eecasionaUy encouraged;, it bad been 
Tanijuished at last by those sentilnente 
and those tonea which had reaebed biai 
mrhik she talked with Cafrtain Mar? lUe^ 
and Under the irresistiMf^ goraraattce' Qf 
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whicfa te had seized a sheet of paper, and 
poured out his feelings. 
*' Of what be had then written, nothing 
was to be retracted or qualified. He ^r- 
sfsted in baring loved none but her. She 
had never been supplanted. He never 
even bdieved himself to* see her equal. 
Thus much indeed he was obliged to ae-- 
knowledge — that be had been constant 
unconsciously, nay unintentionally ; thkt 
he had meant to forget her, and believed 
it to be done. He had imagined himself 
iiidiflferent, when* he had only been angry; 
and he had been unjust to. her merits, be* 
cause he bad been a sufferer from tbaiyi*^ 
Her character was now fixed on his mlnd^ 
as perfection itself, mamtainin% the lo^ei* 
liest medium of fortitude and gentlenesf:^ 
but he was obliged to acknowledge that. 
oriy at Up[fercross had he learnt ta do^ 
her justice, and only at Lynse bald he be^- 
inm to uiadef stand bimseUl 



more than one sort. The pfls^ipg ^mirr 
E^iqa of Mr. ^lliqt h^jj at lea^lf roH^ed 
Ug), ^d the scenes OA t^ QoJ^b, s^qd ajfr 
Captain Hariill^'% h^ &^^Mft^ ^mW*T 
qrity. 

](li his precedipg. ^ittOP^Bta *f> 9iU^ 
bm^lf to Louisa Mysgrove (th^^ijtAep^ipj^ 
oCwgfy Rri4^), h^ protested t^t bp. 1mi| 

% .ev^r feU it tcf be impossibjle ; th^ \m 
bacl not c^red, (;oi)14 n<)ft care for Ix^i^ai; 
^MWgbf t\lk Vi^ d^y, tiU the leisiAT^ $>r 
rjeAeqtioD wbi^h foUp^ed i^ hi^ b^ttK^ 
uoderstood the perfect excelleiiisee. of' tb^ 
mind with, which Loulsa^s ^iwld 99> yi> 
betar.a comparison » or the . p^iMfii ^Ht-i 
fiTalled hold (it po63(?s9ed over hi^. ovi|i|.f; 
Tiiere, he had learnt to. distinguisbi b^ 
tween the steadiness of! principle audi 
the obstinacy of self-will, between t)i^> 
darings of heedlessness aadfabe reaoiufiofti 
of a collected mind. There^ liehad>see»i; 



^^ry iUrtg to ctsidt iii hii eatimiition; the 
ViHb^li he bud lost, aixi there begun ta 
depiore the pride, the foUy^ the madncsi 
of festotment, wbioh had kept him fromr 
tij^ng to regqrm her when thrown in hiar 
fray. 

From that pesiod his penance had be- 
come $0Tere. He bad no sooner been> 
free frokn the horror and remorse attend*^ 
ipg the fir»t few day^ of Louisa's accideqt^ 
QK^aoonec begun to feel hifuself alive agath/ 
than he had began to feet himsei^ though- 
ailiKt, not at liberty* 

^'I fbuod>" saidi he, ^* that I was cdQ-' 
sidered by ttarvttte an engaged man l^ 
That neither Harville nor his wife ehtei:iJ 
tained a doubt of our mutual attach*^ 
ment« X was startled and shocked. To^ 
aid^gree, I CQul(ji contradict this instantly; 
but, when I began to reflect that others > 
might h^ave felt the same^^her own fainily^ 
i^y^ perbaps berMlf> L was qo longer a 



my own disposal. ^ I was heri iabotaiQilirif 
she wished it. I had been utiguanlied/ 
I had not thought seriously on this sdb^ 
ject before. I had not considered that 
uiy excessive intimacy must have its dad* 
ger of ill consequence in many ways ; anif 
that I had no right to be trying whether I 
could attach myself to either of the girls^ 
at;tfae risk of raising even «n unpleasant 
report, were there no other ill effects. 
I had been grossly wrong, and must abide' 
the consequences.*^ 

He found too late, in' short, tiuithehad 
•Blangled himself; and that precisely as he 
became fully satisfied of his not caring for 
Louisa at all, he mu^t regard himself ai 
bound to her, if her sentiment^forhim were 
what tlie Harvilles supposed. It deter*^ 
ikiii^ him to^ leave Lyme, and await her 
complete recovery elsewhere. He would 
ghbdly weaken, by any fifttr means^. what* 
ever feelings or speculations p^icenuQg^ 



liiai might exist ^ and he weni^' thererfqre^ 
to his .brother's, meaning after a while to 
return to Kelly heh^ and act as circum%» 
stances might require. ' i 

^* I was six weeks with Edward/' siatd 
lie, ^ and saw him happy. I could have 
BO other pleasure. I deserved none. He 
enquired after you , very partieularly i 
airited even if you werepersonally altered»^ 
Utile suspecting that to my ^ye you could 
never altei.'* 

1 Anne smiled, and lei it passw It . waei 
too pleasing a bhinder for a reproajch.' 
It is something for a woman to be assured^ 
in her eight*and-tweuti«tb year, that. she 
has not lost one charm of earlier youth t 
but the value of siieh homage was.inexr< 
pressibly increased ta Anne, by com'*' 
paring it with former worda^ and feeling 
it to be the tesxAt^ not the cause of a rtr, 
lUval of bis warn* attachmenU 
I Ha had remained in Shropshire, liBm^vAr 



or iodiflBsrent^ to consider what poweifo 
siftpporto would be his ! Was it not 
enough to make the fool of me wbich^ I 
ap|>eared ? How could I look on without 
agony ^ Was not the very sight of the 
-friend who sat behind you, was not the 
reoollection c^ what had been, the know* 
iedge of her influence, the indelible, im* 
moveable impression of what persuasion 
had once done — was it not all againif; 
me r, 

"You should have distinguished/^ re* 
plied Anne» ^ You should not have susk 
pected me now ; the case so difierentj^ 
and my age so< difierent. If I was wrong 
in yielding to pfersuasiori onee, remember 
that it was to pei^suasion exerted on the 
side of safety, not of risk. When I yields 
ed, I thought it was to duty ; but no duty 
<{puld be called in aid here. In marrying 
a man indiiS^rent to me, all risk would 
Have been incurred, and ^Ul duty violated/ 
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Perhaps r ought to have reasoned 
thus," he refPlied, ** but I could not. I 
could not derive benefit from the late 
knoi^rledge I had acquired of your eha^ 
racier. I could not bping it into play t 
it was overwhelmed, buried, lost in those 
earlier feelings which I had been smarting 
tiiider year after year. I could think of 
you only as one who had yielded, who had 
given me upy whahad been influenced by 
any one rather than by me* I saw yoii 
irtth the very per-son who HaiJ guided you 
M that year of misery. I had no reason 
to believe her of less authority now«-*- 
^e force of habit was to be added.** ' ^ 
5 *^ I should have thought/* said Aiwiei 
*• that my manner to yourself might have 
spared you much or all of this.'* . ^ 
"No, no! your manner might • be 
only the ea&'e which your, edgagefment t<3^ 
«:iother man would give. I left you ill 
thif bclief;..aiid ye^I wis^deiermined ttt 



Itee you agsnii. My spirits ralliedlwith 
the .B)Of i^ing, and I felt tfa^^J! bad still 'a 
Oio^tiveibr remaining here/* 
' At last Anhe was at homeagSiln, anil 
happier than atiy one ia that house 
could have: conceived. All the surprise 
and suspen/ie^ ' and every other paihfid 
part of Che .morning dissipated by Ihis 
Conversation, ^e re-^enlered -the house (S* 
hapfiy as to be obliged to find an ulhif 
in some niomentary apphet^fiaions of itt 
being impossible to last. An interval iof 
m^it^tion, serious and grateful, was tki 
best corrective -of every thing daugerottf 
in such high-Wrought felicity ; VLnSi stt! 
^6«it to her foam, and greiv sbeadfiast and 
fearless ikx the thankfulness o£ her en|oy< 
ment. ' 

A 

The evening came, the dravring-^foo^ms 
w^ne lighted up, the company assembtedk 
In was but a card^party, it was font a atitM 
tttrg^ of tiiose irho bad meter n^^t bef!i^' 
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iHiid tbai^ WiHo mettop aftfefc-i*a cominoQ-. 

p^lfiitce business too numerous for intimacy^ 
tobspfiallfor variety j but Anue had never; 
ioAnd an evening shiONrl&n Glowing andb 
lonely la seasibility aibi happiness, and. 
more gi^neiially admired .than she thoughts 
abdat Of csured i fiir, . ishe had>cheerful.orL 
forbearing feelings for evety . cteature^ 
abound' bar. Mr^ £Iii6t> was there-; she. 
airoided> bat: she cotddi pjty Ibh;* Tte> 
TKallises; shiehad.amosiQfnent.iii^aiideru) 
standing them. Lady Dalrymple aod''^ 
IS^Ktif&XSarteret ^ t}iey .would soimtbd ita* 
moious oousitis^ta her.. She cared aot^ 
foar Mr^Ckty, and- had aotbing to ^btasti t 
for m the publiejna^ners of her farther and^' 
siJBtar*.' With the Musgroves, there wa3* 
the happy clmt^ of perfect ease ; with 
Oaptarn Hainille,. the kiad^h^aPted inter-' 
course. iofi brother ^nd sister; with Lady , 
Hiissell^' attempiR at. couversatiosi, which 
a.deltctoua4:oQ3cioiisnasa cafc:short :; wi^ 



394 

Admiral aticl Mrs. Croft, every thing oi: 
peculiar cordiality and fervent interest^ 
which the same consciousness soogfafc to 
conceal ; — ^and with Captarn Wentworth, 
some moments of communicatioQ con^^ 
tinnaily occurring, and always tlie hope of 
more, and always the khowiedge of his ^ 
b^g there 1 . . 

: It was in one of these short nileetingSy 
each apparently ocoipied in admiring a; 
fine display of green-honse plants, ihii 
she said---* 

V ^ I have bem thinking ^aver the past, 
ajid trying impartially to jndge of the 
right and wrong, I mean with regard to 
myself; and I must believe that I was 
right, much^ as I suftred from it, that I 
was perfectly right in b^g guided hf 
the friend whom you will love better thmi ' 
you do now. To me, she was in the 
place of a parent. Dn not mistake me, 
however. I am not saying that she did 



npt eerr. in her advice. It was, perhapi^ i 
one of those cases in which advice is good 
or iffd only as the event decides ; and for 
npyself, I certainly never should, in any - 
cipcumstance of tolerable similarity, give 
sitf^h advice. But I mean, that I was 
rjight. in submitting to her, and thatif*!^ 
had done otherwise^ I should have suffi^red^ 
T^iof^ in coiUinuing the engagement than 
If. did ^even iiU giving it up, becailse I- 
should have suffered in my confifpience. « 
I have now, as far as such a sentiment is 
aUowable in human nature, nothing to 
reproach myself with ^ and if I mistake 
not, a strong sense of duty is no bad part 
<^ a woman's portion.? 
. JJe looked at her, !<.oked at Lady 
^ssell, and Jcfpkiing again at her, re* 
plied> as if in cool deliberation, 

" Not yet. But there are hopes of her ? 
being forgiven in time. I trust to being ' 
ii):^ charity with. V her soon. But I too 



hnve^been .thinking. over the past^^awt^a^ 
(piestion ha^ saggwied .itself^ whether 
there may not have been olie person laore 
my enemy even than « that lady ? My mm^ 
Mif. Tett me if^ wiien I retorncfdl to 
Enj^ahd in^ tfa^ y^ai* eight, wMl a few^ 
tIdiislaAd povmd^^^aild tv«^s pcM^iittotte^ 
Ikioonia, if I had« then m'ittei^ td ^yott^^' 
would yon / bwe sL^^^mdu ni^ ]ttia^>f : 
n^onid yovi, in short; • faalte fetl&WtA the' 
engagement then ?'^ 

"Would IT' wasallher anSM^i huti 
the accent was decisif^ eMugtK 

<^ Good God r* he cried, "ydu would!' 
It is not that I did not think of tt, or de^* 
sire it, as what could alone crown aU my^' 
other suocess* But *I wa^'prood, too 
proud to ask agaki. I did not under^^ 
stand you. I shut my eyes, aiMI would" 
not ' understand you, or do you justice. 
This is a recollection which ought to^mafc^ 
me forgive every one sooner than my selfir 



Sut years of separation and suffering 
might have been spared. It is a sort 6f 
pain^ too, which is new to xne. I have 
been used to the gratification of believing 

r 

jnyself to earn every blessitig that I en- 
joyed. I have valued myself on honour* 
able toils and just rewards. Like other 
great men under reverses,'' he added with 
a smile, *' I must endeavour to subdue my 
mind to my fortune, I must learn to 
brook being happier thim I deserve.'' 
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CHAPTER XII. 

» ' ■ « » 

• 'Who can be in dmbt of irtiatiblfowedk? 

■ 

-When any turo y(^ung people take it iato 
their heads to marry, they are pretty sure 
by perseverance to carry their pointy be 
they ever so poor, or ever so limprudent, 
or ever so little likely to be necel^sary to 
each-other's ultimate Gonifort. IRiis ini(f 
be bad morality to conclude with, but I 
believe it to be truth ; and if such parties 
succeed, how should a Captain Went- 
worth and an Anne Elliot, with the ad- 
vantage of maturity of mind, conscious- 
ness of right, and one independent fortune 
between them, fail of bearing down every 
opposition ? They might in fact have 
borne down a great deal more than they 
met with, for there was little to distress 
them beyond the want of graciousness 
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and warrath« — >Sir Walter made no ob- 
jection, and Elizabeth did nothing .iivOFse 
than look cold and unconcerned. Cap- 
tain Wentworth, with five-and-twenty 
thousand pounds, and as high in his pro* 
fession as merit and activity could place 
. him, was no longer nobody. He was 
now esteemed quite worthy to address the 
daughter of a foolish, spendthrift baronet^ 
who had.aot had principle or sense enough 
to maintain himself in the situation in 
which Providence had placed liim, and 
who could give his daughter at present 
but a small part of the share of ten tkou^ 
sand pounds which miust be her$ hereaftef. 
Sir Walter indeed, though he had no 
affection for Anne, and no vanity flat- 
tered, to make him really happy on the 
occasion, was very far from thinking it a 
bad match for her. On the contrary, 
when he saw more of Captain^ Went- 
worth, saw him repeatedly by daylijght 

p 2 
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and eyed him well, he was very much 
struck by his personal claims, and felt 

■ 

that his superiority of appearance might 
be not unfairly balanced against her su« 
periority of rank; and all this, assisted 
by his well-sounding name, enabled Sir 
Walter at last to prepare his pen with a 
very good grace for the insertion of the 
marriage in the volume of honour. 

The only one among them, whose op- 
position of feeling could excite any serious 
anxiety, was Lady Russell. An^ne knew 
that Lady Russell must be suffering some 
pain in understanding and relinquishing 
Mr. Elliot, and be making some struggles 
to become truly acquainted with, and do 
justice to Captain .Wentworth. This 
however was what Lady Russell had now 
to do. She must learn to feel that she 
liad been mistaken with regard to both ; 
ihat she had been unfairly influenced by 
appearances in each ; that because Cap- 
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tain Wentworth^s manners had not suited 
her own ideas, she had been too quick in 
suspecting them to indicate a character oi 
dangerous impetuosity; and that because 
Mr. Elliot's manners had precisely pleased 
her in their propriety and correctness, 
their general politeness and suavity, she 
had been too quick in receiving them as 
the ceTt«ifi result of the most correct 
opinions and well'regulated mind. There 
was nothing less for Lady Russell to do, 
than to admit that she had been pretty 
completely wrong, and to take up a new 
set of opinions and of hopes. 

There is a quickness of perception in 
some, a nicety in the discernment of cha« 
racter, a natural penetration, in short, 
which no experience in others can equal, 
and Lady Russell had been less gifted in 
this part of understanding than her young 
friend. But she was a very good woman, 
and if her second object was to be senr 
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sible and wdll'judging, her first was to see 
Aniie happj^ She lovecl Anne better 
than she loved her own abilities ; and 
when the awkwardness of the beginning 
was over, found little hardship in atlsdth^ 
ing herself as a mothier to the man who 
was securing the happiness of her other 
child. 

Of all the family, Mary was probably 
the one rnost immediately gratified by the 
pircnmi^ance. It was creditable to have 
a sister married, and she might flatter 
herself with having been greatly iiiBtm* 
mental to the connexion, by keeping 
Anne with her in the autumn ; and as her 
own sister must be better than her htts« 
band's sisters, it was very agreeable that 
Captain \^entworth should be a richer 
man than either' Captain Benwidk or 
Charles Hayter, — ^She had something to 
sn&r peiiiaps wheuthey t^ame into oan-> 
tact again, in seeing Anne restored to the 
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rights ofjsefiiority, aad the mistreaslDf a 
i^ry pretty laYidaulette ; but she; ha4 » 
foturie to look forward to, of powerful 
cpnsolation. Akine had no Uppercross^ 
hall before her, no landed estate, no heiad- 
fi^Hp. of a family; ajid if they could but 
keep Captain Wentworth from being made 
a baronet, she would not change situations 
With Anne* : . 

It WQuld be well for the eldest sistei; if 
she were equally satisfied with her situ* 
ation, for a change is not very probable 
there. She had soon the mortificalj^ioa* 
of ^seeing Mr. £lliot withdraw; and no 
one of proper condition has since pre^ 
sented himself to raise eyenthe unfounded 
hopes which sunk with him. 

The news of his cousin itnne^s en*> 
gagement burst on Mr. Elliot most iinexr 
pectedly. It deranged bis best plan of 
domestic happjnesS) his best hope of keep- 
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ifDf Sir Walter single by the watobfolnttf 
which a son-in-law's rights would have 
given. But^ though discomfited and dis- 
appointed, he icould still do . sometfaiug 
for hisown interest and his own ei]^oyineiit# 
He soon quitted Bath ; and on Mrs, Cl0|r!ft 
quittii^ it likewise soon afterwards, and 
being next heard of as established under 
his protection in London, it was evident 
how double a game he had been playing; 
and how determined he was to save hitn«* 
self from being cut out by one artful 
* woman, at least. 

Mrs«; Clay's affections had overpowered 
her interest, and she had sacrificed^ for 
the young man's sake, the posmbility of 
scheming longer for Sir Walter. . She has 
abilities, however, as well as affections; 
ai^ it is now a doubtful p^int whether 
Aris^ cunning, or hers, may. finiUIy carry 
the day; whether, after preventing her 



906 

from being the wife of Sir Walter, he may. 
not be wheedle^d and caressed at last inte^ 
making her the wife of Sir William.- : 

It ciannot be doubted that Sir Walter 
and Elizabeth were shocked and mortified 
by the loss of their companion, and the 
discovery of their deception in her. They 
had their great cousins, to be sure, to re* 
sort to for comfort; but they must. long 
feel that to flatter and follow others, with^ 
out being flattered and followed in turuj 
is 'but a state of half enjoyment* 

Anne, satisfied at a very early period' 
of L^dy RusselPs meaning^ to. love Cap* 
tain Wentworth as she ought, had no 
other alloy to the happiness of her pro* 
spects than what arose from the con** 
sciousness of having no relations to be- 
stow on him which a man of sense could 
Value. There she felt her own inferiority 
keenly. The disproportion in their for* 
tune was nothing; it did not give her a 
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i!)oment> regret.; biit to haTp. 90 famiijfi 
to receive and estimate him prf>perly} 
nothing of respeotability* of harmony^ of 
good-will to offer in. retnrp fw aji-the 
worth and all the pi^ompt welcqme whipb 
m&t her ifx his brotbens^ndiaisters, w^s 4 
source of as liFely patn 2^$ ber mind could 
well be sensible of>. under circumstances 
of otherwise strong felicity. Sbe b^ hut 
two friends in the world to a4d to his 
list) Lady Russell and Mrs. Smiths To 
y^pse, however, he was very well disposed 
to attach himself* Lady Russell^ in spite 
ef all her former tr^oisgressioMi he i^f uld 
now value from his heart While be ^as 
not obliged to say that he believed her 
to have been right in origin^ly dividing 
them, he was ready to say almost every 
thing else in. her favour ;, afid aa £or Mrs. 
Smith, she liad claims of various kinds to 
recommend her quickly and permanently. 
Her recent good offices by An^e had 
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been enough in themselves; and their 
ifnarriage, instead of depriving her of one 
friend, secured her two. She was their 
earliest visitor in their settled life; and 
Captain Wentworth, by putting hef in 
the way of recovering her husband's pro- 
perty in the West Indies ; by writing for 
her, acting for her,, and seeing her through 
iall the petty difficulties of the case, with 
the activity and exertion of a fearless man 
and a determined friend, fUlly requited 
the «erviqes which she had rendered, or 
ever meant to render, to his wife. 
• Mrs, Smithes enjoyments were not 
spoiled' by this improvement of incomei 
with some improvement of health, and 
the acquisition of such friends to be often 
with, for her cheerfulness and mental 
alacrity did notftiil her; and while these 
prime supplies of good remained, she 
might have bid defiance even to greater 
accessions of worldly ptosperity. She 
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might have been absolutely, ridi and per«» 
fectly healthy, and yet be happy. Her 
spring of felicity was in the glow of her 
spirits, as her friend Anne's was in Ibe 
warmth of her heart. Anne was tender- 
ness itself, and she had the full worth of 
it in Captain Wentworth's affection. His 
profession was all that could ever make 
her friends wish that tenderness less ; the 
dread of a future war all that could dim 
her sunshine. She gloried in being a 
wilor's wife, but she must pay the tax oi 
quick alarm for belpnging to that pro- 
fession which is, if possible, more distin- 
guished in its domestic virtues than in ite 
national importance. 
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